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# # 478 09094 22: MAJOR THAI

KEYWORD: METAPHOR, POLITICAL DISCOURSE, COGNITIVE SEMANTICS, PRAGMATICS

RATCHANEEYA KLINNAMHOM: METAPHORS USED BY THAI POLITICIANS: A COGNITIVE
SEMANTIC AND PRAGMATIC STUDY. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST PROF. NATTHAPORN
PANPOTHONG, Ph.D., THESIS CO-ADVISOR: SIRIPORN PHAKDEEPHASOOK, Ph.D.,
214 pp.

This thesis aims at analyzing conceplual metaphors about politics as reflected in metaphorical
expressions used by Thai politicians. Another objective is 10 examine the functions of the concepitual
metaphors when used in different ypes of discourse. The data elicited is from various sources
including political campaign speeches, the 2002, 2003, and 2004 censure debates, media interviews of
politicians between January 2004 to December 2005, and ex-Primeminister Thaksin's "radio talks with
the public” in 2004.

It is found that the metaphencal expressions used by Tha: poliicians reflect 9 conceplual
metaphors—{1) POLITICS 1S FIGHTING, (2} POLITICS IS A JOURNEY, (3) POLITICS IS A COMPETITION,
(4) POLITICS IS A FAMILY, (5) POLITICE IS A MEDICAL TREATMENT, (8) POLITICS IS A PERFORMANCE,
(7} POLITICS IS BUSINESS, (8) POLITICS IS CARING AND MAINTAINING, (9) POLITICS IS A GAME
These conceplual metaphors represent various aspects of politicians toward politics. That is, politics is
a violent matter and it reguires art of war 1o defeat the opponent. On the other hand, politics 15 a
competition in which everybody must follow the regulation. Politics is also a journey where polilicians
lead people 10 the end. Poliics 1s family business. However, from another perspective, politics requires
specialists. Politics is a perfformance, 11 1S also a business of taking care of people. On the other hand,
politics is tncky and complicated.

In terms of function, the findings indicate that thie conceptual metaphors used by Thai politicians
have 3 functions that is (1) ideational function including explanation, and re-conceplualizations,

(2} interpersonal lunclion including positive sell-presentabion and negative other-presentation, and
(3) textual function including making the lexl organized and cohesive.

According to Charteris-Black's (2005), conceptual metaphors have ideclogical effects—they
construct and represent a set of ideas. In the present study, it is found that the 9 conceptual melaphors
represent a set of ideas including (1) polibcs 15 a matter of politicians, (2) MPs mus! obey the party
leaders, and (3) politicians-are leaders whereas people or volers-are dependent.

Department.............ocovine.
Field of Study........covcvvreenn
Academic Year
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2003: 3)
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You are wasting my time.

This gadget will save you hours.
That flat tire_cost me an hour.

| don’t have the time to give you.
You need to budget your time.

| don’t have enough time to spare for that.

| lost a lot of time when | got sick.

(Lakoff & Johnson, 2003: 7-8)
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ordinary conceptual mappings in new ways.” (Gibbs, 1994: 7)
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“Cognitive linguistics are concerned to relate language to basic conceptual
structures that they see as part of our experiential world. These structures, or
domains, reflect the mental categories that we have formed as part of
the inevitable process of being alive.

(Finch, 2005: 146)
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TannALa (Kovecses, 2002) laagtufsauimauuioaaeniugldnsnifianeviuazaniiudu

(Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, 2008) tauaiuAuidladNneaiuadnwallifail

Lakoff and Johnson challenged the deeply entrenched view of metaphor
by claiming that (1) metaphor is a property of concepts, and not of words; (2) the
function of metaphor is to better understand certain concepts, and not just some
artistic or esthetic purpose; (3) metaphor is often not base on similarity; (4) metaphor
is used effortlessly in everyday life by ordinary people, not just by special talented
people; and (5) metaphor, far from being a superfluous though pleasing linguistic
ornament, is an inevitable process of human thought and reasoning.

(Kovecses, 2002: viii)
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metaphor is understanding and experiencing one kind of thing in terms of another.”
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WanaNNNI AL (Argument) AN

a. Your claims are indefensible.

b. He attacked every weak point in my argument.

c. His criticisms were right on target.

d. | demolished his argument.

e. I've never won an argument with him.
f. You disagree? Okey, shoot!

g. If you use that strategy, he'll wipe you out.

h. He shot down all of my arguments.
(Lakoff & Johnson, 2003: 4)
anFeiednggu (a.)-(h.) iudasaAgUansnl (metaphorical expressions) Naziay
IoiiunTugiansnd (conceptual metaphor) 91 [ARGUMENT IS WAR] n1suANAny

indefensible, attacked every weak point, right on target, demolished, won, shoot, strategy,
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THEORIES ARE BUILDINGS
Is that the foundation for your theory?
The theory needs more support.
Here are some more facts to shore up the theory.
The theory will stand or fall on the strength of that argument.
They exploded his latest theory.
We will show that theory to be without foundation.
So far we have put together only the framework of the theory.

(Lakoff & Johnson, 2003: 46)
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(1a) orientational metaphor
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orientational metaphor Lﬂumiuﬂqﬂ@ﬂwmwLmﬂm(ﬂmmmwuﬁﬂu%mwgﬂL‘Lﬁ?ﬂ‘u

AuAnAaianinuniBFaunuusas ‘...organizes a whole system of concepts with respect to
. ey o = - = = o . o
one another’ Na1IAA vLﬁJvLﬂLLEIﬂTﬂNZQi‘NV?@’Mﬁﬂﬁ‘zﬂ’ﬂ‘ﬂu@zmﬂQWNLﬁ'ﬂNIﬂ\iﬂu'ﬂﬂ’]\‘ILﬂuﬁ‘ZUU
\iuLAEaRY structural metaphor WA orientational metaphor azudnsuTusiAIAgALNUN
° a < A = , X o o R a

LL@:ZT]’W?T]'W‘V]LL@VIﬂV]’W\isﬁ\iNﬁ"\\iﬂ”]ElLﬂuLLu’)WIﬂU L1 AU-D u’ﬂﬂ—lu NUI-VIRI AN-N

RAUINAN-TEURL AT

HAPPY IS UP; SAD IS DOWN
I’'m feeling up. That booted my spirits. My spirits rose. You're in high spirits.
Thinking about her always gives me a lift. I'm feeling down. I'm depressed.
He’s really low these days. | fell into a depression. My sprits sank.

(Lakoff & Johnson, 2003: 15)
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(@) ontological metaphors
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INFLATION IS ENTITY
Inflation is lowering our standard of living.
If there’s much more inflation, we’ll never survive.
We need to combat inflation.

Inflation makes me sick.

(Lakoff & Johnson, 2003: 26)
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The very systematicity that allows us to comprehend one aspect of
a concept in terms of anaother (e.g., comprehending an aspects of arguing in terms
of battle) will necessarily hide other aspects of the concept. In allowing us to focus
on one aspect of concept (e.g., the battling aspects of arguing), a metaphorical
concept can keep us from focusing on other aspects of the concept that are
inconsistent with that metaphor.

(Lakoff & Johnson, 2003: 10)
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‘All tool often, the planers cut the heart out of our cities. They swept aside
the familiar city centres that had grown up over the centuries. They replaced
them with a wedge- of tower blocks and linking expressways, interspersed with
token patches of grass and a few windswept piazzas, where pedestrians fear to
tread.

Ohl-The schemes won a number of architectural awards. But they were
a nightmare for the people. They snuffed out any spark of local enterprise. And
they made people entirely dependent on the local authorities and the services they
chose provide...

So dying industries, soulless planning, municipal socialism-these deprived
the people of the most precious things in life: hope, confidence and belief in

themselves. And that sapping of the spirit is at the very heart of urban decay.




N

Mr President, to give back heart to our cities we must give back hope to
the people. And it's beginning to happen. Because today Britain has a strong
and growing economy. Oh yes, recovery has come faster in some parts of country
than other. But now it is taking root in our most depressed urban landscapes.
We all applaud the organization ‘Business in the Community’—it is over 300 major
firms that have come together to assist in reviving the urban communities from
which so many them sprang.

(Charteris-Black, 2005:18-19)
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He fell asleep.
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He came down with the flu.
He is under my control.
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“The ocean is my love and you are the island.

You stand unmoving within the raging waters.
Water that is already so deep.

My thoughts of you are the waves.

They are countless and appear constantly.
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To splash onto the shore of my mind.”

(Scarbrough, 2003)
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“Since concepts (both target and source) have several aspects to them,
speakers need several source domains to understand these different aspects of
target concepts”

(Kovecses, 2002: 84)
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