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# # 5280715824 : MAJOR SOCIOLOGY
KEYWORDS : MOBILITY DISABLED PEOPLE / ACCEPTANCE STAGES / ADJUSTABILITY
/ FAMILY ROLE

PIYAPIM KITISUTHATHAM : ACCEPTANCE AND ADJUSTMENT OF THE
MOBILITY DISABLED PEOPLE AND RELATED FAMILY ROLE. ADVISOR:
ASSOC. PROF. CHULANEE THIANTHAI, Ph.D., 264 pp.

The research objective of this study was to explore stages mobility disabled
people have to go through before accepting their disability. It highlighted how they adjust
themselves physically, mentally, and socially after they have become disabled and how
their family played a role in this process. Qualitative research methodology, namely,
documentary research, observation, and in-depth interviews, were employed and utilized
in twenty case studies (from 10 disabled informants and 10 family members).

The research result showed that these mobility disabled people went through three
acceptance stages. First, the perception stage—that is, when a person acknowledges
that he/she is being disabled for the rest of his/her lives. Second, the learning stage—that
is, when a person learns to adjust to his/her new disability body. Third, the acceptance
stage—that is, when a person accepts that he/she needs to interact with others and is
able to live happily in the society. This research result also showed the way in which they
adjusted themselves physically, mentally, and socially. For example, they tried to be
physically fit as much as they can, adjust their living condition in the house to
accommodate their disability, lift up their spirit because they are aware that this is related
to their physical and mental well-being and their outlook in life, and enhance their life
fulfillment by learning to interact with others. In addition, adjusting their mentality was
thought to be the most important part in furthering their physical and social adjustment.
Last, the research result showed that family, especially their life partners, played a

significant role in speeding or slowing the acceptance and adjustment process.

Department : Sociology and Anthropology  Student’s Signature

Advisor's Signature
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