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# # 5186852051 : MAJOR DEMOGRAPHY
KEYWORDS : LABOR / WORKING CONDITIONS / INFORMAL SECTOR

THANAWAT RUENWONG: WORKING CONDITIONS OF LABOR IN THE
INFORMAL ECONOMIC SECTDR IN THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR: PROF.
BHASSORN LIMANONDA, Ph.D., 127 pp:

The Study aimed lo investigate differentials and factors affecting working conditions of
the Thai labors who worked in the.informalieconomic Seetors in order to develop viable sirategies
to improve working conditions,in accordance with the basic rights of labors.

The Study commi‘sgd of twa types of research designs. First. quantitative analysis was
based on the Iniqrr'ri:a{ Labor Suryey 2008 conducted by the National Statistical Office. The MCA
analysis was based.6n a weighed sample of 76,398 target population. The qualitative analysis
was unﬁeﬁakg_q_.-tﬁmqw an inédepm. interview of 17 purposively selected target labors who
worked in Bangkok and viginity areas.

It was fauind that 38.6% of the labors had scores of warking gonditions lower than a grand
mean value (33.34) Among these, 45.3% of them worked longer hours than the law allows (48
hours), followed by 22.7% of labor who reporied having problems with various kind of working
conditions. The Muluprqtlasgﬂcaﬁanﬁnamis (MCA) results indicated that 10 independent variables
could explain about 9.3% of vaniation in mm::mdﬁms with a statistical significance at .01 level.
Economic factor best explained for variation in the working conditions (5.6%) followed by social
factors (5,4%) and demographic factors (0.5%). After controlling for inﬂuﬂ'me of other independent
variables, it was Clear that the fegion Was the best explained variabie (18.3% at .01 significant
level) for différances in working conditions. For the in-depth interview, it was clear that the labors
in the inﬁ:-rmal_gpunumic sector generally worked in the inappropriate wiung conditions compared
to their counterpars in the formal economic sectors. These included working for longer hours, and
no days off within @ week which usually led to higher risk to accident. When getting sick related to
their work;, the labors bought medicine from drugstore for self treatment. Due ta the fact that
these labors were not covered by any health insurance programs and were not self insured, they
had to pay high cost out of their own pockets for treatment when they were sick.

Therefore, the government should find ways or formulate policies to integrate these
labors inta the social securily systems and ta improve working conditions in arder to improve their

quality of life.

Field of Study : Demography ... Student’s Signature ___ T— ............... e

Academic Year: 2009, ... Advisor's Signature 8 ............................ Tenen J‘-—-
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A mFunisdnenisuEadehannsiaaulaaliain KMO (Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin)

KMO and Bartlett's Test

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adeguacy. .670
Bartlett's Test of Approx. Chi-Square 30737.900
Sphericity df 10

Sig. .000

AT KMO Wi 670 Seaanndn 5 waziding 1 Asnaagil1idn dayatiainnsnld
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