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The research purposes were to 1) study the history and background
of Thossakan in literature of the Ramakien epic, 2) study the dance
postures exposing the courting behaviors of Thossakan in the Khon
of a Ramakien episode, entitled Thossakan courted Nang Benyakay,
and 3) analyze the structure of dance postures of Khon performance
in the Ramakien episode, entitled Thossakan courted Nang Benyakay,
through the performance of a teacher named Chatuporn Rattanavaraha.

The qualitative research was deployed in collecting data from documents,
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textbooks and related literatures, interviewing honorablespecialists,
self-practising in dance postures of Thossakan courted Nang Benyakay,
and conducting a focus group interview.The study found that
Thossakan, in the past existence, was the heaven gate’s guard named
Nonthook, and he was reborn to be Thossakan, the son of King Lastien
and his consort, Nang Rachada. Thossakan’s behaviors in Ramakien
the play of Phra Phutthayotfa Chulalok (King Rama I) shows the behaviors
of love, greediness, anger, and infatuation. The dance postures, exposing
the courting behaviors of Thossakan in Khon performance of Ramakien
episode, entitled Thossakan courted Nang Benyakay, found that they
can be divided into 2 postures which are showing the inner behavior
of shyness and the body language behaviors of courting and caressing.
The structure of dance postures of Chatuporn Rattanavaraha’s style
consists of 3 elements, i.e. singing, dancing together with the singing
of the end linking chapter, and re-dancing unto the melody of song.

The style of dance postures is the mixing of Khon and drama in performance.

Keywords :  Thossakan, Dance Postures, Khon Performance
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