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This research aims to study the characteristics of governance in water
management in Rayong Province under the condition that the private sector has
concession to deliver water to industrial sector. This includes also the identification of
its impacts on stakeholders. This study finally analyses the conditions improving
governance in water management. The thesis uses qualitative method. Information was
gathered from documents and in-depth interviews. Key informants are from
government and private sector as well as from the social movements.

The thesis finds that the government’s development policies, which prioritizes
industrial development in Rayong Province, affect the characteristic of governance in
water management. When the government initiated private sector, EAST WATER
co.ltd., to deliver water to industrial sector, it has brought a new actor in water
management. This reflects upon the management that is based more on the economic
efficiency and effectiveness dimension of governance. In addition, water management
which overlooks public participation and information accessibility leads to the lack of
fairess in the eyes of the stakeholders in agricultural and household sector especially
when facing the crisis of water scarcity. To promote good governance in water
management need an authentic participation of stakeholders which can be achieved
by legal and institutional reform. It is also imperative to define clearly the fairness

dimension of water management.
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the Gaps, Bradford Centre for International Development, Bradford University, 2004.
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* UNDP and IFAD, The Challenges of Water Governance, The United Nations, World Water

Development Report 2: Water a shared responsibility [Online], 2006 . Available from:

http://www.undp.org/water/watergovernace.html [2008, March 12]
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Background Paper, No.7, 2003).pp.17-20.
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