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KEY WORD : Subculture / Cosplay / Globalization

KEMATHAT PIPITANABUN : COSPLAY DRESSING OF THAI TEENAGERS,
IDENTITY-BUILDING OF A SUBCULTURE AND THE ROLE OF MEDIA.
THESIS PRINCIPAL ADVISOR : ASSISTANT PROFESSOR PIRONGRONG
RAMASOOTA, Ph.D., 182 pp.

The objective of this research is to study the identity of Cosplay in Thai teenagers,
Cosplay's presence as a subculture, and the role of mass media towards this phenomenon,
Qualitative methodology - content analysis, participatory observation, in-depth interviews, and
content analysis — are used lo collection information. Two types of media are studied in this

research — conventional media (newspapers and magazines) and new media (Internet).

The research finds that Cosplayers can be identified with high consumption of media,
unigue dressing code and expression. Most cosplayers imitate and modify these identities from
media sources such as cartoans, games, films, and other forms of popular culture. Their
language result from a combination of language generally used by youth and that used in
prototype media. Their lifestyle and values do net differ much from those of the general youth
groups. However, Cosplay only reflect characteristics of a subculture partially. This is largely
because there is no actual space for Cosplay expression. Assembly for Cosplay activities tends
to follow party occasions rather than usual patterns of activities.  As for the role of media towards
Cosplay, conventional media figure mainly as channel of information for Cosplay gatherings or
events that are commercial in nature while new media play @ prominent role as virtual space to

promote identity of a Cosplay subculture

Field of Study : Journalism and Information  Principal Advisor's Signature :
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N/A (None Available) laitlsngaegdneu

1 w.a. Fanu HanU szinn
2544 Ezcape |l [Ezcape 2] N/A
2545 BOOM Japanese Festival #2 LS BRI B

(NED)
Vibulkij Comics Party #3 The Comicket AN Fyadia B
2546 Game World Fair 2003 N/A
Let's Ro : Ragnarok Online Grand Asiasoft Corporation B
Openning
Cartoon & Animation 2003 http://www.silptorn.com/ B
Unif Grean Tea Cosplay J-Planet Uni-President (Thailand) B
Co., Ltd
Philharmonic 2 N/A
BOOM Japanese Festival #3 LSty AARNUNUT B
(NED)
Bloody Evil Story 2nd N9ENTIRAL ananseytllne B
[Blood memory Hades is calling you] meummmmajﬂu”
(Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport
of Japan)
Vibulkij Comics Party #4 Characters Antinian Ayading B
Caravan
Xerotic J-Rock N/A
2547 RO Funfair 2004 Asiasoft Corporation B
Freedom Cartoon & Animation 3 : ’ﬂmuﬂﬁ@uﬁﬂﬂmi C
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Chiang Mai
If You Like To Play Party 102 Play FM B
Summoner Master Card 2004 Summoner Master Card B
Digimon Fun Fair 2004 N/A
Comic Market Thailand #1 N/A
NQMGT) N/A
BOOM Japanese Festival #4 U?ﬁ’mu%;u Lﬁm@mumuﬁ B
(NED)
Cartoon & Animation 2004 http://www.silptorn.com/ O
QUILL ~ J-Rock Cover Concert ~ Quill Staff
Bloody Evil Story 3rd — Y ana13ngllne B
LL@ﬁ:ﬁﬂJu’]ﬂﬂJﬂJ’Nfﬁﬂu
(Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport
of Japan)
Xerotic Revolution Xerotic Staff C
[Rocku] a j-rock marathon live N/A
Chiang Mai Comic Market N/A
Vibulkij Comcis Party #5 The Ranger AUNANA Fyatine B
Game World Fair 2004 N/A
Happy Full Day -only event- N/A
2548 Thailand Animation & Multimedia 2005 SIPA (ﬁﬂﬁmﬁudu@?u O
RANUNITNTANFUIT
WWASTB)
Costume Play VS J-rock Bands Present Xerotic Staff C
By [XerotiC2]
Douijinshi Festival Negibose B
79UNamU Cos'Play N/A
GigaMag Offline / GMO http://www.gigamag.net O
2INAAUTN Clamp L3I BRI B
(NED)
Akindo Funfair N/A
Death Note Dating Day N/A
Zigma_Qoo : One man live - Dir en grey m‘zm"ae‘ﬁlau mms%ﬂl‘m B

nOn stOp
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(Ministry of Land,

Infrastructure and Transport

of Japan)

RO flanqnueg / RO Cos'Play Asiasoft Corporation B
Shonen Jump Event 01 N/A
Bangkok Game Show N/A

Boom Japanese Festival 5 U?Iﬁ'mu%;u Lﬁm@mumuﬁ B

(NED)

Comic Party Pre Negibose B
MBK J-Life Street N/A
Comic Market Thailand #2 N/A

Bloody Evil Story mode : 4th. - Under nszNIRAY anasnglne B

the sun 'n The sunset down - LL@:ﬂuu’]ﬂuﬂJmfﬁﬂu
(Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport
of Japan)
J Education 2005 @Juﬂuummﬁnmr;iﬂfﬁﬂu - B
mmﬁumummajﬂu
J-education

Seed Goes On N/A
Full Metal Alchemist Day N/A
Chiang Mai C&A #4: Otaku Fun Fair N/A

Comic Party 1st Negibose B

Vibulkij Comics Party #6 Super Taisen AUInANN Fyatine B

2005
~* Pumkin Wizard *~ Harry Potter Only N/A
Event

MBK Superhero & Animation Fair MBK Center B

Sassy Chic Siam Center B

Harry Potter Carnival 15 wudijad A B
Cosplay festival N/A

Douijinshi Festival 2nd / Doujinfest 2nd Negibose B

MBK J-Winter Rock MBK Center B

J-Education

2549 Chess-Star : D.Gray-Man Only Event N/A
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Japan Festa 2006 in Bangkok

YALLNU

Mainichi Academic Group B
Thailand Animation & Multimedia 2006 | #1UNaUAETHNEAA1INTTN 0
/ TAM 2006 TANFUAFUUITR (SIPA)
Onna / Otoko Party 1st Negibose B
Manga Mania 88.5 FM MAX B
BASTARD PHEROMONE -charpter II- N/A
LiVE Maniac - Disordered Syndrome
Mainichi - MBK J - Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Doujinshi Street] Mainichi Academic Group
RO 3rd Sport Mania Asiasoft Corporation B
Comicon Road (Kokoro) N/A
Mainichi - MBK J - Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Japanese Food Street] Mainichi Academic Group
ZigmA_Qoo One mAn Live : Last Live N/A
Summer Memories [- Mode :
Dir~en~Grey Up Level to Nonstop -]
World Cosplay Summit 2006 / Comic Negibose B
Party 2nd
Mainichi - MBK J - Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Japanese Magazine & Book Street] Mainichi Academic Group
Future Gamer Party 2006 Future Gamer B
Ai Yazawa's World [Let's Ai together] Ai Yazawa Fanclub C
Ultimate Kingdom Kingdom Heart Only N/A
Event
Mainichi - MBK J - Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Japanese Fashion Street] Mainichi Academic Group
JUMP EVENT 02 N/A
Mainichi - MBK J - Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Japanese IT & Game Street] Mainichi Academic Group
Innova Manga & Anime Fest [Anime Gamers’ Zone B
Cosplay Contest 2]
Ota Ota Suki in Bangkok TNTHENITUININT UG C

"Withering to Dir en grey" Cosplay and

N/A
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Cover Contest

Japan Festa in Bangkok 2006 by Mainichi Academic Group B
Mainichi / Comic Party 3rd Negibose
Death Note Cosplay Party Otaku Magazine B
Mainichi - MBK J - Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Japanese Dessert Street] Mainichi Academic Group
Cartoon & Animation ChiangMai #5: ATHN T TN i C
Blazing Winter
[mumé’@umz@ﬁm%uﬁmimi #5]
Vibulkij Comic Party #7 My Comics My ATNANN yadina B
Heroes
Mainichi - MBK J - Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Japanese Music Street] Mainichi Academic Group
Comic Season #3 (Lﬂfi?_lu?ﬂ‘l'ﬂmﬂ Comic N/A
Market Thailand)
n131senam Cosplay WU UELTT Death N/A
Note
[NAn998“VIP MOVIE PREVIEW” Wﬂu%
gemsagilatalnnnn fiu Death Note2]
Mainichi - MBK J - Trends in Town [J- MBK Center B
Trends Celebration] Mainichi Academic Group
Winter Carnival Otaku Magazine B
Boom Japanese Festival #6 LS BARNUNUT B
(NED)
Free your mind Free your soul One-2-Call B
(Advance Info Service PLC:)
2550 World Cosplay Summit 2007 [Thailand Negibose B
Preliminary Competition Course] /
Comic Party 4th
Thailand Game Show 2007 CompGamer B
Show No Limit
Yokoso! Japan Travel Fair 2007 nagneaeTinu ana3ndlne B

A
LATANUN ﬂﬂﬂ]’ﬂ\imuﬂ‘u

(Ministry of Land,
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Infrastructure and Transport

44

of Japan)
JK STEP UP by Big Cut Hair World Big Cut (Hair World Center) B
Center
[21st Jan : Dir en grey & J-Rock
Cosplay]
(uiladaFusanm)
UNNTITUNBLALTNUETIN ¢ ﬁ"ﬂiléll T?Q@ﬂuﬂﬁ‘ﬂ’m@t’?@uﬁﬁ‘m B
Fanla [Smilely Cos] gunpNdaasumaTulatl
(ne-ciitju)
MBK Mainichi J-Trends in Town [J- MBK Center B
Trend in Love] Mainichi Academic Group
G.0.V.E Games & Original Valentine GOVE Event team C
Events
MBK Mainichi J-Trends in Town [Cool MBK Center B
Girl Street] Mainichi Academic Group
Nana 2 Cosplay Contest AVNIAANAL B
Bangkok International Toys&Games N/A
Show
D.Day Party D.Day Party team C
Online Station Festival 2007 Gl http://www.online- B
station.net/
MBK Mainichi J-Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Cherry Blossom] Mainichi Academic Group
Haru-Haru Party Otaku Magazine B
D*Zone : D.Gray-man Only Event D*Zone , Q-Bix C
Comic Party 5th Negibose B
J-Cover Series Mainichi-Group B
[Series #1 : April] Siam Center
MBK Mainichi J-Trends in Town [Cool MBK Center B
Boy Street] Mainichi Academic Group
Oishi Cosplay Hot Contest Hot Wave B
Oishi Group
RO4Ever Asiasoft Corporation B
Comicon Road 2 [Kokoro] PARETTO C
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YokoAn! Back To School N/A
J-Pop Kingdom AlS B
(Advance Info Service PLC.)
J-Cover Series Mainichi Group B
[Series #2 : May] Siam Center
MBK Mainichi J-Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Japanese Music Street Return] Mainichi Academic Group
Asian Paradise 89.5 Opening Event Asian Paradise 89.5 B
. J-Cover Series by Mainichi & Siam Mainichi Group B
Center Siam Center
[Series #3 : June]
MBK Mainichi J-Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Tanabata] Mainichi Academic Group
naniSpuide I #3;: Games Carnival guINN ST N
Comics Festival @Book Festival for @mﬂué"%’mﬂuﬁu@té @]
Young People 2007 AU eisdauvalszing
e
MBK Mainichi J-Trends in Town [Teru MBK Center B
Teru Bozu] Mainichi Academic Group
Road to Ginza by Extend Pro Extend Pro lae J B
Education, Lotte, Calbee,
Zenya, Daiso, Missha lay
FM 89.5 Asian Paradise
Lucky Party Otaku Magazine B
AKINDO natsu 2007 with Trinity Blood Akindo C
& Vampire Knight
Comic Expo 2007 Q-Bix C
J&K idol Contest 2007 [Lafauaqmﬂu] N/A
Japan Festa in Bangkok 2007 by Mainichi Academic Group B
Mainichi
MBK Mainichi J-Trends in Town MBK Center B
[Otsukimi] Mainichi Academic Group
Resident Evil: Extinction Thailand Fan ANIIARNAN B
Fest
World Cosplay Summit 2008 Thai uﬂm?ﬁwrﬁﬂu @)




Party 8th within)

SIPA (&n1inenuaadsu
BRANUNIINTANFUIT
WA R)

Negibose

Preliminary Contest Negibose
Tueu Japan Week:120th Anniversary
Japan-Thailand Diplomatic Relations
and Sculpture Ceremony PRIVANITAY
(g
J&K idol Contest 2007 [WhauuenL] N/A
Loft Japanese Fun Fair ¥1u4 Loft B
(136 Tloie1dmani
]1im)
J-Trends in Town by MBK&Mainichi MBK Center B
[Halloween] Mainichi Acedemy Group
Comic Party 7th Negibose B
Vibulkij Comis Party #8 The Real Fan ANUNANN Fyatine B
TUKCOM Cover Live & Cosplay 2007 Tukcom B
Ultimate Kingdom 2 Kingdom Hearts N/A
Only Event
J&K Idol Contest 2007 October N/A
ﬂﬂ'f@uLLmﬂﬁLu%ﬁﬂﬂuﬂ p5ail 6 BTN THLT e T C
Chiang Mai Cartoon & Animation #6
Once Upon A Time
Des Bonbons d'Halloween N/A
J-Trends in Town by MBK Mainichi MBK Center B
[Colour Street] Mainichi Acedemy Group
Gundam Live Party The Style by Toyota B
BOOM Japanese Festival 2007/ #7 Nation Edutainment B
The Battle
mum’wgﬂLmzmmmmﬂﬁ‘ﬂuimuﬁﬁu Negibose B
Aisa Cosplayer
Imagine Gate svgaumnuinig ViU Imagine Gate
Bangkok ICT Expo & TAM 2007 (Comic ICT O

MBK Thailand Cosplay Contest 2007

MBK Center
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Thaniya Cosplay Party Episode 1 Soinapa C
:Christmas Fun Fair
tsznan cosplay FfnzAsLas nemmes 13 wuiijed a1 B
- (lwunzqalanmuuaslulsGEaus
anaang)

Capsule Event Otaku Magazine B

Happy N1UALIU Fun Fair QOishi Group B

J-Trends in Town by MBK Mainichi MBK Center B

[X'Mas of Love] Mainichi Acedemy Group
2551 Nutlsznaneadwat "L change the Mainichi Acedemy Group B
worlL.d" M Pictues

Comic Party Sth & Cosplay Market Negibose B

HAP Sweet & Lolita Sweet Paradise Asian Paradise B

TGS Thailand Game Show 2008 CompGamer B
Show No Limit

The Le Cafe Cover & Cosplay |-Book B

The Cosplay Camival AliceAlice C

11U Coca-Cola Global Carnival
Ota Ota Suki 3 : Sakura Bloom Bloom N/A

Capsule Event 1.5 Otaku Magazine B

naniSpudeluad #4 BINNATLTE TN C

Zen Cosplay Star Contest [The Beauty] Zen B
lwsu Zen 10 Days Fun Festival 2008 Compgamer
Show No Limit

F19797 3 $nediaauARaINaT HaAII UAZUTNNTBIHAR AUUNANTINGS (2544-2551)
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