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In this thesis, the researcher delineates (1) the demographical
characteristics of selected adolescents interested in reading adolescent
magazines. The researcher additionally examines (2) the contents and
presentation techniques of the adolescent magazines these adolescents enjoy
reading. Finally, the researcher investigates (3) the dress imitation behaviors
of the adolescents under study as influenced by the fashion styles displayed in
these adolescent magazines.

The sample population consisted of 450 adolescents between the ages

of thirteen and nineteen who were studying at the levels of Matthayom Sueksa

(6)
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1 to 6 at Ramkhamhaeng University Demonstration School (RUDS) under the
supervision of Bangkok Educational Service Area Office 2, the Ministry of
Education. In selecting the number of members of the sample population, the
researcher extrapolated the Taro Yamane’ formula at a reliability level of 95
percent with a corresponding margin of error not exceeding +5 percent. A
questionnaire was used as an instrument of research.

Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data collected in terms of frequency distribution, percentage, mean and
standard deviation. 7' test and one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) were
techniques also employed by the researcher. In cases in which differences
were found at a statistically significant level, the researcher utilized the Least
Significant Difference (LSD) multiple comparison method.

Findings are as follows:

Most of the adolescents under study were females who had a monthly
income (from parents) less than 3,000 baht. Most of them were thirteen to
fourteen years of age. They enjoyed imitating dress styles shown in the
adolescent magazines they read.

In regard to the exposure behaviors vis-a-vis the information found in
these magazines, it was found that adolescents read magazines rented from
bookstores more frequently than those found in libraries or beauty salons.
They learned of such adolescent magazines on their own by virtue of having
seen them for sale at book stands. In respect to the characteristics of

magazine reading, the adolescents under study were more concerned to read

(7)
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every page of the magazines in lieu of just flipping through the magazines
without strict attention being paid to what was found in the magazines.

Concerning the content of these magazines, it was found that these
adolescents read the magazines in order to be able to adapt their style of dress
to current fashion trends instead of reading the magazines for other perceived
benefits. The contents with contemporaneous product advertisements affected
dress imitation more than did the contents introducing places where a variety
of adolescent products could be purchased.

In regard to the presentation of fashion in these magazines, it was
found that the adolescents under investigation decided to dress in accordance
with the fashions depicted in the attire of famous models more than was the
case for the attire displayed in fashion advertisements. Viewing pictures
affected imitation behaviors at a higher level than viewing cartoons. Korean
pictures stimulated imitation behaviors at a higher level than did pictures of

unique products.

(8)
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