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In this qualitative research investigation, the researcher investigates
(1) the background and musical identity of the Duriya Pranit Thai classical
music troupe. Additionally considered are (2) the roles and cultural work of
Duriya Pranit artists. Finally, described are (3) a collection of Phleng Thao
recordings made by Duriya Pranit singers in addition to comparisons being
made between the words sung in these recordings and the corresponding
wordings found in The Encyclopedia of Thai Music Vocabulary: History and
Lyrics of Phleng Thao Words of the Royal Institute of Thailand with some
words being eliminated while others are changed and some words added.

The findings are presented in descriptive form.

(6)



Findings are as follows: 248253

The Duriya Pranit Thai classical music troupe is a house of music
which has played an important role in Thai classical music. The Troupe has
a long history and has been a source of knowledge in the art of singing and
Thai classical music. The cultural work of the Duriya Pranit Troupe has
involved both public and private agencies both domestically and internationally
in cooperation with The Ministry of Culture, The Fine Arts Department, and
The Government Public Relations Department. Its cultural work has been
channeled through educational organizations in addition to radio and television.

The cultural work of the Troupe involves a whole range of artistic
types and endeavors. Thus, there has been cultural work in the areas of
construction of musical instruments, music and song compositions, singing,
and the playing of instruments, especially in competitions. There have been
Thai classical music singing contests, musical instrument concerts and singing
in accompaniment to masked dance drama and other types of drama such as
singing drama, Duek Dam Ban drama, Phan Thang drama, Li-ke, and puppetry.
The Duriya Pranit Troupe has its own specific identity in the singing of Thai
classical music inherited from the past, notably full-throated singing with
distinctive and emotion-laden enunciation of words from their ancestors and
Phraya Sano Duriyang (Chaem Sunthonwathin).

In comparing the words in Phleng Thao used in the recordings with
those found in the aforementioned encyclopedia, the researcher found that the

eleven songs studied out of a total of sixty-one songs showed that words were

(7)
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eliminated in five songs, words were added in ten songs, and words were
changed in ten songs.

The Duriya Pranit Troupe is a repository of cultural learning as
evidenced by the fact that it offers classes in Thai classical music instruments
and Thai dances. The Wai Kru ceremony (paying respect to teaching masters)
and Khrob Kru ceremony (asking permission to learn from teaching masters)
are annually held. At present, the Duriya Pranit Troupe has changed its status
and so is now the Duriya Pranit Foundation with Kru Sudjit Duriyapranit

(the national artist) as the person in charge.

(8)
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