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# # 4885218428 : MAJOR JOURNALISM

KEY WORD: midnight university/ political role / public sphere
THIDA YAMEBUBPHA : POLITICAL ROLE OF THE MIDNIGHT UNIVERSITY'S WEBSITE
DURING THE POLITICAL CRITICAL TIME IN 2006 - 2007. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.
PROF. PIRONGRONG RAMASQOOTA RANANAND, Ph.D. , 141 pp.

This study is a qualitative-and guantitative research. The research has the following objectives
1) to study political-role of the midnight university’'s website during the political crisis in
2006 - 2007; 2) to study fagtors that may influence upon the political role; 3) to study factors
that may influence dipon the content of the website. The research uses the following
methodologies : content analysis and in-depth interviews.

The study finds that the midnight university's website plays a role as civic media. Its civic role is
mostly reflected in the amalysis and criticism of political situation. Meanwhile, the webboard
plays a role as a public sphere in which opinion exchange is reflected at the highest level but
reaching conclusion is found to be the Jowest. Factors that influence upon the political role are
counter ideclogy -of the content producers of the websile, limited budget, loosely organized
management structure, technological attributes that-enhances democratic communication.
Factors that influence upon the content during the political crisis are attitude of midnight
university team and Internet regutation.

The study also finds that although the Internet has many positive attributes for civic networking
such as two - way communication, speed, borderlessness, and user anonymity, its rate of
diffusion in Thailand is limited to only the middle - class and elites. Besides, the type of
communication prevalent in webboards is opinion exchanges that do not lead to conclusive

action or resolution for a problem, hence amounting to only a pseudo — public sphere.
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Statement from “19 Seplember Nelwork. against Coup o'elat”

According foa group of persons under the name “Administrative Reform
Council (ARC) under the Democralic Sysfemn”, had staged the coup d'efal and
remove the power from a government elected under the constitution that was
drafted By the-peopfen Abelishing the constifution, harassing the media, and
putting an end fo the independent agericles are regarded as acts of abolishing
the parfiamentary democracy syslem. This acl willlead to the-oulcome like the

previous coups thal had happened in Thal sociely in the past.

We, “19 Seplember Nefwork against Coup d'efal”, are consisted of social
activists, students, and regular citizens are opposed to the way of building
democracy through the point of the guns. There is no such thing as building

democracy through destroying democracy at the same fime in the world.
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We wanled [o stale thal

We do not accepl the political power of the military in infervening with the
democralic system, by saying that they have intervene fo solve the social
conflict, since we see that the political conflicts and freedom of _expression
under the consfitution are normal in democracy. The role of the military is not to
solve the polifical problem by coup d'etal. Such an act reflects the lack of
polifical awareness and is regressive for the developments of democracy. Any
polifical solving processes should happen within the scope of laws and
conslitution, under the international democracy slandards.

We ask the military o refum back to theirs divisions and bases; and stop their
involvernent in the coup defat process. And stop intervening the basic rights of
the people; such as fresdom fo expressions and bring the polifical procedures

back regular periad befare the coup d'etal (19 Sepfember 2006)

We would like fo invile people that are against the coup d'elat to express their

thoughts through:

Express lhrough using black color as the symbol (wear black shirls, lie, or arm)
Turn on the front lights of your car during the day

Organize talks and discussions on democracy within the family, company,
organizafions, friends, and at schools/universities.

Meef and gather peacefufly-and-openly ondfriday 22 September 2006 at the

waler fountains, Siam Paragon (Please wear black) from 6.00 pm onward.

19 September Network against Coup d'elat
{lssued: 20 Sepltember 2006)

wwww. 19sepn.org
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Dear all,

The Midnight University Websile, the foramost free and crilical educational and public inlellzctual
websile in Thailand with over freely accessible 1,500scholarly articles, a ively webboard with
ongoing thought-provoking debales,

which receives well over 2.5 visits per month from viewers around the world, has already been shut
down by the Thai Information & Communications Ministry last night, acting under the order of the self-
shyled military Council of

Democratic Reform. This is nol anly a hugh loss to academic and intellectual freedom in Thai society,
but alzo a closure of a free forum for the contention of ideas to find a peaceful alternative to violent

conflict in Thailand.

We are gathering signatures for a campaign to-pressure far the reversion of this unjustifiable violation
of the Thai people’s right lo infarmation and free expression by the Thai authorilies. So, please
consider adding your and your

firiends’ names to the end of this message and e-mail it back to me so0 that we could save whal litlle

is left of precious freedom and wisdom i Thai society in these dark and difficult times.

Sinceraly,

The Midnight University
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Statement of the Midnight University

"Opposing the Closure of Channels of Free Communication”

Beginning on Friday September 29th, the Midnight University's website has been blocked by the
Ministry of Information and Communication Technology {(ICT), Thailand. However, ours was not the
first one to be blocked or tampered wilth by the power of the Coup Council. The Midnight Universily's
considered reaction to the September 19th coup is strong disapproval of such a reckless solution to
the nation's political problems. Nonetheless, we also realize that it is too lale lo reverse il and the only

way oul is to lend & hand in pushing our country back ontathe path of democralic devalopment.

The Council for Democratic Reform (CDR) has claimed that this coup is the beginning of a political
reform process which includes the drafling of a new constitution. And yet, the provisions concerning
the drafting of a new conslitution and political reform in the Provisional Constilution of the CDR do not
allow the full and free exercise of political nghts and civil liberties by the people, which is the key
condition for a successiul political reform. Popular paicipation cdoes not simply mean being selecled
to sil in a constituent assembly, bul algo denoles the opportunily for mulual learning and free
exchange of ideas, Therefore, an almosphere of subjection and control by the military under the COR

will nile out any possibility of genuine political reform,

For thal reason, the Midnight Universily held a press conference on September 28th, 1o opposa the
political reform process as stipulated in the Provisional Constitution and propose an alternative thal
would allow for the full realitulion of rights and liberties 1o the people. To gel our point across,
we performed a symbolic aet of learing up copies of the Provisional Canstilution and posted a report

of the said evenl on the Midnight Universily's wabsile,

Hence, the ICT's immediate imposition of a blockage on our websile,

Actually, it is not hard for the Midnight University to overcome this technical difficulty. We have
indeed received various offers from-foreign servers ta host our website: Be thatas itmay, we are of
the opinion that the problem of availability of a public space is'nottechnicalin nalure, but-essentially
political. And it has arisen because the self-proclaimed "Council for Democratic Reform® has used its
coup-begotien power to impose a blockage on public space. Therefore, we need to fight this
illegitimate power together right here in this land rather than evade it and find a new public space

elsewheare,

As the Midnight University has earlier wamed, political reform couldn’l be realized in an atmosphere

shorn of people’s rights and liberties. That the Coup Council has thoughllessly closed down websites
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that expressed dissenting views on the coup shows that it is incapable of leading a political reform
that is free and equally open to all. To bring this power to an end peacefully, Thai society must not
submit to it. Instead, we should together pressure it to stop the violation of people's rights and

liberties at once.

Itis true that, given freedom, there will be some who would exploit it to try o destroy or disrupt
political reform. And yet, only the full exercise of rights and liberties can enlighten and empower a
sociely to fight the lies and half-truths of comrupt politicians seeking a retum to power. On the
contrary, a society whose learning and communication is kept under tutelage will remain weak and

unable to resist them.

In place of an arbitrary and seleclive gensorship based on a subjeclive feeling of distrust and
animasity of the censors, the completa and indiscriminale apaning of all channals of communication
will result in a free, fair and predielable’rule of the game for all, thus rectifying the arbitrary,
unchecked and uncontrolled exancise of power thal i3 & major weakness of all coup-makers. By
quaranieeing the equal rights and libedies of the people o information, the Coup Council will be able

lo tap into the real source of pawer far grealer than whalever it can gel from its illegitimate coup.

30 Saeplembear 2006
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