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In this thesis, the researcher investigates the transparency of
government procurement in the Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand) in
accordance with the Regulations of the Office of the Prime Minister on
Procurement B.E. 2535 (1992) and in the light of the Government
Procurement Agreement (GPA) of the World Trade Organization (WTO),
which entered into force on January 1, 1996.
Government procurement is extremely important for national
development. If government procurement is transparent, it will create
maximum benefits because budget funds will be properly used. If government

procurement lacks transparency, certain people may employ government
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procurement as an instrument of corruption allowing them to reap huge
amounts of ill-gotten gains, especially in the course of executing mega-
projects. If there is no transparency in government procurement in such
projects, public benefits will not match investment outlays. In such cases,
budgetary funds are spent in vain. Since these funds come from taxes paid by
members of the general public, such monies should be solely earmarked for
genuine development needs.

Findings are as follows:

In the Regulations of the Office of the Prime Minister on Procurement
B.E. 2535 (1992), regulations concerning transparency are found in Section
15 (bis). In this case, the regulations specify that the procurement process
must be open and transparent. In addition, it is stipulated that involved
officials must ensure that the entire procurement process is carried out in such
a fashion that bidding by competitors is conducted fairly at every step. Due
consideration must be given to the qualifications and capacities of those
bidding or presenting specimens of work except in specific cases explicitly
stipulated as exceptions. Nevertheless, the term “transparency” itself is not
precisely defined in these regulations.

In Section 17 of the WTO Government Procurement Agreement,
enumerated and stipulated are rules, regulations, and guidelines governing the
government procurement process. It is determined that it is of paramount
importance to disclose full information concerning impending government

procurements in order to present opportunities for all concerned to have

(M
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access to pertinent information and to ascertain its accuracy. The GPA
stresses the need to be transparent in making announcement, advertising,
making calls for tenders or bids, publicizing bidding regulations, and offering
public notifications of bidding outcomes.

As a signatory, Thailand would be obliged to pay close heed to the
principles and objectives of the WTO Government Procurement Agreement.
If Thailand becomes a member, it would be committed to acting in
accordance with the requirements of the agreement. If so, transparency in
government procurement should come about with the consequence that

corruption could disappear from the government procurement process in

Thailand.
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