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In this dissertation, the researcher provides (1) an analysis of the accuracy
of the Thai income inequality index. The researcher additionally investigates
(2) income distribution in the Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand) on the basis of
this anterior analysis of the accuracy of the income inequality index.

In order to determine the accuracy of the income inequality index,
the researcher utilized six types of data simulation as follows: (1) Kurtosis
distribution; (2) Platykurtic distribution; (3) Negative skew distribution;
(4) Positive skew distribution; (5) Normal distribution; and (6) Uniform
distribution. It was necessary to have these six types of data simulations in order
to have variant data for comparative purposes to use in verifying the accuracy

of the income inequality index.

(6)
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The income inequality index is measured in terms of three groups along
the dimensions of twelve sub-indices. These three groups are as follows:

Group 1: Individual measurements consisted of average income
household index for the rich (IH), Income share index for the rich (IS),
and the income ratio index for the rich in comparison to the poor (IR).

Group 2: Positive measurements consisted of the Gini index (GI), the
Shorrocks index (SI), the Theil index (TI), the Shorrocks Order 2 index (S,D),
the Robin Hood index (RI), and the variance of incomes logarithm (VL).

Group 3: Normative measures consisted of the Atkinson index 1 (AI),
the Atkinson index 2 (Al,), and the Atkinson index 3 (AL).

The verification criteria for accuracy were the following: (1) Validity
of index; (2) Reliability of index; and (3) Sensibility of index.

Findings are as follows: The income inequality index was verified as
being accurate in respect to IR in Group 1. In Group 2, verified as accurate
were the positive measurements SI and TI, as well as Group 3’s index Al,.
The findings of this study of income distribution in Thailand on the basis of
an accurate income inequality index are as follows:

1. In certain regions, the direction of income distribution was found
to be incongruent with an overall picture of income distribution for the whole
country.

2. In proportion, income distribution in the central region was found
to exhibit a lower level of inequality than in other regions during the period

between 1994 and 2006. Next, in descending order, were the eastern region,

(7
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the southern region, Bangkok and its environs, the northeastern region, and
the northern region.

In overall comparisons for the whole country, it was found that the central
region, the eastern region, the southern region, and Bangkok and its environs,
respectively, exhibited a lower level of income inequality distribution than
was the case for the country overall in the period between 1994 and 2006.
Furthermore, finally, the northeastern region and the northern region exhibited
income inequality distribution at a higher level than was the case for the country

overall in this period.

(8)
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