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In this thesis, the researcher investigates the patterns of beliefs and

rituals in the Lakhon Chatri performances of the Sit Chanchai Wisetsin

Troupe, Wiset Chai Chan district, Ang Thong province.

In carrying out this qualitative research investigation, the researcher

utilized the method of participatory observation in addition to conducting

interviews with Troupe performers.

Findings are as follows:

The researcher found that the Troupe conducted its performances when

the objects of wishes were granted. The performance techniques were

(6)
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inherited from ancestors and have been continuously maintained up to the
present day.

The characteristics of the performances fall under the rubrics of
literature and folk entertainment. The outstanding characteristic of the
performances involves belief in sacred beings and the rituals carried out in
conjunction with these beliefs. The steps of performance are executed in
tandem with the use of spells to contact divine or sacred beings.

* The ceremony is conducted to repay with a gift the granting of one’s
wish accompanied by a vow promising to make recompense for wishes having
been granted. This ritual combines Buddhist, Brahmanic, and local folk
beliefs in a subtle fashion. Fervently executed are the performances and
deeply held are the beliefs of the participants taking part in the action of
repaying with a gift the granting of the object of one’s wishes. However, the
beliefs and rituals have still changed through time and reflect different historical
periods. Authentic lakhon chatri performances are nowadays quite rare.

More importantly, the performances of lakhon chatri by the Troupe
under study help to instill morality, beliefs in karma, being grateful, the
making of merit, and alms giving, all of which are at the base of society.
These performances also enshrine the traditional cultural inheritance and

preserve valuable aspects of Thai culture for future generations.

(7)
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