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The canned and preserved seafood industry is one of the export
industries important to the expansion of the Thai economy. A major export
problem for Thai canned and preserved seafood products in regard to
exporting to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and European
Union (EU) markets is the high level of competition faced by the Thai
industry. In these markets, the principal competitors of the Kingdom of
Thailand (Thailand) are the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and the
Republic of Indonesia (Indonesia).

Accordingly, the purpose of the current study is to study this export

situation, particularly in regard to the comparative economic performance of

(6)
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| Thailand vis-a-vis its chief competitors in this export market. The researcher
also conducts an analysis of the expansion of the market for these Thai
exports and examines factors affecting growth in the export of Thai canned
and preserved seafood products to the APEC and EU markets.

In this study, the researcher utilized relevant secondary time series data
from the period between 1999 and 2010. In order to analyze relative
com‘petitiveness, the researcher used the index of revealed comparative
advantaLge (RCA) and the constant market share model (CMS) techniques.

Results are as follows:

The value of exports of canned and preserved seafood to both the
APEC and EU markets has been increasing during the period between 1999
and 2010. The most significant importers in the APEC market are the United
States of America (USA), Japan, the Commonwealth of Australia (Australia)
with the United Kingdom (UK), the Republic of France (France) and the
Federal Republic of Germany (Germany) being the most important importers
in the EU market.

In making comparisons for the export growth of Thai canned and
preserved seafood export products, the researcher determined that Thailand
enjoyed a comparative advantage greater than one (RCA>1) for the USA,
Japan and Australia as individual APEC market countries and the UK, France
and Germany as particuiar EU market countries. This means that Thailand
still maintains a comparative advantage in the markets of these specific APEC

and EU countries.
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248944
In applying CMS analysis, the researcher determined that the factors
affecting growth in the export of Thai canned and preserved seafood products
to the APEC and EU markets—as indicated by the particular findings for the
aforementioned individual member countries—the most important factor
affecting growth was the effects of the growth of the world market with the
least important factor being the effects of market competition. Finally, CMS
analysis allowed the researcher to conclude that the APEC market for Thai

\

canned and preserved seafood export evinced higher growth than was the case

for the EU market.
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