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## 4780211022: MAJOR PALI AND SANSKRIT

KEY WORDS: SARIPUTTA / PALI TIPITAKA / PALI CANON
SOMPORNNUCH TANSRISOOK: THE LITERARY WORKS OF SARIPUTTA
IN THE PALI TIPITAKA. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. PRAPOD
ASSAVAVIRULHAKARN, Ph.D. THESIS CO-ADVISOR: VENERABLE VIMUTTIYA
(ASSC. PROF. SUPAPHAN NA BANGCHANG, Ph.D.), 183 pp.

The objective of this study is to analyze Sariputta’s intellectual ideas and identities as found
in his works in the Pali Tipitaka. His writings can be classified into two categories; one being Sutta
sermons where his authorship is specifically attested, the other one being Niddesa and
Patisambhidamagga, major expository works in Khuddaka Nikaya, both of which are attributed to
him by later commentaries. The research began with careful investigation of his works with a view to

appreciate his wisdom and to make a comparison between the two groups.

It is found that the two categories which are different in formats and purposes share
common features:

1. having twofold structure--the topic-determining and content-elaborating parts;

2. being well outlined, with sections and details appropriately arranged;,

3. using of a large number of synonyms to explain the Dhamma;

4. using the Buddha's sermons as reference.

The ways of presentation which aid understanding and memorizing the teaching reflect the

intellectual superiority and penetrating insight of the composer.

However, there are some scholars put a question on the authorship of the second group.
Judging from the detailed study, these differences may be caused by the purpose. We therefore
agree with the commentaries’ opinion that the second group is, for want of other solid evidence, the
work of Sariputta. Sariputta’'s works contribute much to the praise of later commentators as

Dhammasenapati "the Marshal of Dhamma” with special skill in elaboration of Dhamma topic.
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