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In this thesis, the researcher investigates cooperation between the
Kingdom of Thailand and the Federation of Malaysia in solving insurgency
problems in the border provinces in the south of Thailand. The researcher
undertakes a comparative study of the governments of Pol. Lt. Col. Thaksin
Shinawatra and General Surayud Chulanont in studying this cooperation.

The framework of investigation involving the two leaders considered

their concepts of national interest in addition to their approaches to decision-

(6)



2039198

making and relevant perceptions. This framework was used in analyzing
pertinent primary and secondary data.

Overall, when comparisons were made, it was found that inter-
governmental cooperation between Thailand and Malaysia was bilaterally at a
good level. Even though there were severe and dangerous international
conflicts involving these two governmental leaders vis-a-vis Malaysia, efforts
to see matters from a long term perspective and the urgency to maintain good
relations for the sake of mutual benefit prevailed. Relationships at a good
level remained intact between the two countries and fruitful cooperative
agreements were brought to a conclusion. This is because leaders of both
countries paid heed to the paramount need to encourage actions leading to
mutual benefits. They endeavored to disregard minor problems and acted in
unvison as they looked to a better future.

Evidence that the leaders of the two countries were committed to
cooperation stems from the fact that they disregarded issues generating
conflict, especially those involving the leaders themselves. It can be seen that
both parties endeavored to overcome conflicts and the need to understand one
another. This in turn ensured relatively effortless and continuous maintenance
of bilateral cooperation. Aspects of cooperation were manifest in the fact that
the leaders were continually striving to reach agreements with one another.

Importantly conducive to maintaining cooperation between the two
nations is the continual building of mutual trust and a creative approach to the

need to support collective endeavors. Especially in periods of conflicts,
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leaders must realize they must remain calm and strive to resolve problems
through diplomatic channels. Stress has to be placed on the need to talk to one
another and to foster mutual understanding. Responsibility should be
exercised so as to ensure news reporting is conducted in an analytic and
neutral manner when untoward incidents arise, thereby avoiding prejudicial
and distorted reporting and eschewing “megaphone diplomacy” if tensions
between the two countries are to be eased.

During the administrations of Pol. Lt. Col. Thaksin Shinawatra and
General Surayud Chulanont, a framework for cooperation was fostered at all
levels and it has remained intact up to the present time. This cooperation has
been of benefit to furthering the quality of life of members of the general
public in the southern border region of Thailand. Enjoying certain advantages,
Malaysia initiated many of the projects of benefit to both countries. This is
because Malaysia has the vision to see the need to share its wealth with its
neighbors through adopting “Prosper-Thy-Neighbor” policies that have

collectively become a veritable linchpin for future cooperation.
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