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? Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

“1. Everyone shall have right to hold opinions without interference

2. Everyone shall have right to freedom of expression; this right include freedom to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in

the form of art, or through any other media of his choice...”
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# Mark Janis, Richard Kay and Anthony Bradley, European Human Rights Law: Text and

Materials (Oxford: Uniyersity Rress, 2000), p. 138.

* Article 5 [Freedom of-expression]

“(1) Every person shall have the rightifreely to expressyand disseminateghis opinions in speech,
writing, and pictures and to inform himself without'hindrance|from generally accessible sources. Freedom
of the press and freedom of reporting by means of broadcasts and films shall be guaranteed. There shall
be no censorship...”

% Section 4 of Article III

“No law shall be passed abridging the freedom of speech, of expression, or of the press, or the
right of people peaceably to assemble and petition the government for redress of grievances.”

*® Article 29(2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

“(2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitations

as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights and
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freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the general welfare in
a democratic society.”

" Article 19(3) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

“3. The Exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special
duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such
are provided by law and necessary :

(a) For Respect of the rights or reputation of other;

(b) For the Protection of national security or of public order (order public), or of health or moral.
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" Richard B. Lillich, International Human Rights: Problems of Law, Policy and Practice, 2" ed.

(Canada: Little, Brown & Company, 1991), p.652.
* Ibid., p.660.
° Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
“No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

In particular, no one shall be subjected without his free consent to medical or scientific experimentation.”
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http://international.westlaw.com
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" Art. 13 of the Hague-€onvention IV 1907

“Individuals who follow “am army without “directly belonging to it, such as newspaper
correspondents and reporters, sutlersland cantractors,wha fall into the enemy!s hands and whom the latter
thinks expedient to detain, are entitled to be treated as prisoners of war, provided.they are in possession of
a certificate from‘the military authoritiesof the army which they were accompanymg.”

? Art.181 of the Geneva Convention Il 1929

“Persons who follow the armed forces without directly belonging thereto, such as correspondents,
newspaper reporters, sutlers, or contractors, who fall into the hands of the enemy, and whom the latter think
fit to detain, shall be entitled to be treated as prisoners of war, provided they are in possession of an

authorization from the military authorities of the armed forces which they were following.”

*apd - 2 d , ,
HEAednn@eTinluasnsnlanaiaf 2 dsennns 68 918, see, The Committee to Protect Journalists,

Iraq: Journalists in Danger [Online]. Available from http://www.cpj.org/reports/2008/07/journalists-killed-in-

irag.php
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® Art. 79 of the Addltlonal Protocol | 1977

Measures of protectioh"forjoumalists

“1. Journalistsyengaged jin-dangerous; professional missions in=areas of armed conflict shall be
considered as civilians within the meaning of Article 50, paragraph 1.

2. They shall be protected as such unhder the Conventions and this Pratocol, provided that they
take no action adversely. affecting [their status as civilians, and without prejudice' to the right of war
correspondents accredited to the armed forces to the status provided for in Article 4 A (4) of the Third
Convention.

3. They may obtain an identity card similar to the model in Annex Il of this Protocol. This card,
which shall be issued by the government of the State of which the journalist is a national or in whose
territory he resides or in which the news medium employing him is located, shall attest to his status as a
journalist.”

° International Committee of Red Cross, Commentary on the additional protocols of 8 June to the

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, p.918.




58

= [l P I a a1 d‘ Yo J :ﬁ 1% o
walraurasauuas lng linsenunssiiiousa@nsaeviniioasasui la s itlsean
lunavimlugunazldsuanunnadlatinyaialiluda 4 n (4) veveydyaeiui 3

3. gaet1ieialaiuiinglszansona ludnsusadraiuuuyluniauwan 2 vesnsansalui

[ dg/d‘ o A % a n/ﬁ’ 9/4’ 1 ISP a o o [l = n/d’ 1
Uﬁ??%"’lf\?@ﬂllﬂ’)?@@ﬂ27/7?@5]5‘57_]’)@7]@\7?ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂ@ﬂ?@ﬂ@@ﬂ’)ﬂﬂ\?ﬂﬁ)@ﬂ/ 1702897 7791111

a9 U ET) a9

o a1

ANNIAYANTDUNIUNI09AY YraTuTTuNAIIaNa11NY1971919NAUANFUFANAD LN

| 9/dl' 1 »
ﬂ@’)?JL?JiJEJJﬂ@?/’VJ?/@\?WU

dlil 1 ad o dl o 9/9/d| 1 Yo % 1 = o
N19NAB 79(1) LINNWERITRUUN 1 ﬂ’]ﬂ%ﬂi‘lﬁﬁ;{@@“ﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ‘uﬁQ’WNF’]}Iﬂﬁ‘@\‘iL'ﬂﬂLﬁjuLﬁﬂfJﬂU‘W@

1 1 1 1
A A [ %

A 3 o A = 1 2 a di I a e dl
bPRUNLNANINAZA ﬁﬂ’?ﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂfyﬁqiuﬁ’ﬂﬂNlé‘]ffﬁlﬁ‘i"i‘ﬂJ‘VlEgﬁﬂﬂ]"]’)'ﬂqﬁlqzmﬂﬂmﬁﬂal bNB L‘IJ’Wiﬂﬂ{]i.lﬁN’]%V]

q

RAesdupsanINeTn . 1 nasenstlulnvah g lunastaxsnisgnaunu nasgnanwnea iy

sz negnindslasdne adaevleludainan gansuau visanevinimaanugoyly il
I R
AehonafnluluunnEn1 s ulf \

1 7 1
| = e = = o °
i
!
\

aernanlafuacdfuaseIngide 79 wiRe watsaunaunaadesiunszuaunI

e3¢
L

Anliddnaziluanseuing gReunndnsni 499nn 19n4a89 199nawn uargdaneugaatnnly

i ' ' '
s A a

= - o a a c @
A01N99 A% LAz daBLaANTaRAd (RURasLLR)

o | ' @ v AN B .
mumﬂ"’] 1ﬂqq@zLﬂu@j@ﬂmq'J@qﬂ@@@QWNW @@QV]%&_
s v 1 aly 3 ] = = ul/ y

afiEuinmar i duedniandugndailssagias gnanadonsn uasunnasonieiaetng

=%

'
a A [ o

AN LG

1
1 =

aniryaiRelude 4A (4) wisendirinaneaeiiug 3 nlluanndnnsenetiun

2

1A

ap
D

v
o o

FFdaTanasiniiuinepagdos)

] '
[ o o o & v a o v 1

Tunenseiudan yaradiaiuanidnidaianeasingsliniinninaadesivdeyatinansld

a

Y o o 1 |

dnaziflunismumudipyanazianesefiisAuusanaplunewinggaiaadianiunuis Tudedn

ad

i v
1 = 1

[ SJdI b4 9 ¥ 11 ' o Aad ' @ a
Lﬂugmmfmmmﬂmmmaummlummumammm 79 LLmuﬂﬂﬂLﬂﬂquﬂﬂQ’]L‘]Ju'&ll’]"ﬂﬂ“ll’ﬂﬂ

o

nesrndsugsazlfiun s UR e duRLuANATI PATANe s ALK Ny szn1e

" Hans-Peter Gasser, “The journalist’s right to information in the time of war and on dangerous

missions,” in Yearbook of international humanitarian law 2003, p.368.

" International Committee of Red Cross, Commentary on the additional protocols of 8 June to the

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, p.921.

"* Hans-Peter Gasser, “The journalist’s right to information in the time of war and on dangerous

missions,” in Yearbook of international humanitarian law 2003, p.372.
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° Ibid., p.923.
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Art. 10(1) of The European Convention on Human Rights 1950
“1.Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold
opinions and to receive and impart information an ideas without interference by public authority and

regardless of frontiers...”
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Oberschlick v. Austria May 23, 1991; Series A, No.204; 19 E.H.R.R. cited in Luke Clements,

Nuala Mole and Alan Simmons, European Human Rights: Taking a case under the Convention, 2" ed.

(London: Sweet & Maxwell, 1999), p.191.
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Ibid., p.195.

% Karen Reid, A Practitioner’'s Guide to the European Convention of Human Right, (London:

Sweet & Maxwell, 1998), p.232.

% Declaration on the protection of journalists in situations of conflict and tension, Adopted by the

Committee of Minister on 3 May 1996, at its 98" session
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Freedom of Thought and Expression
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" Art. 9 of Inter +AmericaniDeclaration of principles on<freedomiof expression

“The murder, kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to social communicators, as well as the
material desfruction of communicationsimedia violate/the fundamentalrrights ofiindividuals and strongly
restrict freedom of expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to
punish their perpetrators and to ensure that victims receive due compensation.”

12" Art. 9 of the African Charter on Human and People Rights 1981

“1. Every individual shall have the right to receive information.

2. Every individual shall have the right to express and disseminate his opinions within the law.”

*® Rhona K.M. Smith, Textbook on International Human Rights Law (Oxford: University Press,

2003), p. 136

2" XI of Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression in Africa
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AttaCks on Media Practitioners

“1.  "Attacks such as the murder, kidnapping, intimidation of and threats to media practitioners
and others exercising their right to freedom of expression, as well as the material destruction of
communications facilities, undermines independent journalism, freedom of expression and the free flow of
information to the public.
2. States are under an obligation to take effective measures to prevent such attacks and, when they do
occur, to investigate them, to punish perpetrators and to ensure that victims have access to effective
remedies.

3. Intimes of conflict, States shall respect the status of media practitioners as non-combatants.”
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United Nations S/res73s (2006)

S

Security Council Distr.: General

23 December 2006

Z

Resolution 1738 (2006)

»,
Adopted by the Security Council.atits 5613th meeting, on

23 December 2006

The Security Council,

Bearing in mind its primary sesponsibility under the Charter of the United
Nations for the maintenance of dnternational peace and security, and underlining the
importance of taking measures aimed at gonflict ?revention and resolution,

Reaffirming its resolutions 1265 (1999), 1296 (2000) and 1674 (2006) on the
protection of civilians in armed/conflict dnd"its resolution 1502 (2003) on protection of
United Nations personnel, assogiated spersonnel and humanitarian personnel in
conflict zones, as well as other relevantresolutions and presidential statements,

e '1.1

Reaffirming its commitment {6 the Purposes of the Charter of the United
Nations as set out in Article 1 (1-4).-of the Chafrter, and to the Principles of the
Charter as set out in Article 2 (1-7) of the Charter, 1nclud1ng itsgcommitment to the
principles of the political iindependence, sovereign equality and {ferritorial integrity of
all States, and respect for. the sovereignty of all States,

Reaffirming that partiés to an armed conflict bear the primary responsibility to
take all feasible steps to ensure the protection of affected civilians;

Recalling the Geneva Cofiventions of 12 August 1949, in particular the Third
Geneva Conventiom of| 12 August 1949 ‘on the tréatment 'of prisomers of war, and the
Additional Protocols oft'8.June’ 1977,kin particular ‘article 79 of 'the Additional
Protocol I regarding'the protection of journalists engaged in dangerous professional
missions in areas of armed conflict,

Emphasizing that, there | are sexisting prohibitions undeér international
humanitarian law against attacks intentionally directed against civilians, as such,
which in situations of armed conflict constitute war crimes, and recalling the need
for States to end impunity for such criminal acts,

Recalling that the States Parties to the Geneva Conventions have an obligation
to search for persons alleged to have committed, or to have ordered to be committed a
grave breach of these Conventions, and an obligation to try them before their own
courts, regardless of their nationality, or may hand them over for trial to another
concerned State provided this State has made out a prima facie case against the said
persons,
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Drawing the attention of all States to the full range of justice and
reconciliation mechanisms, including national, international and “mixed” criminal
courts and tribunals and truth and reconciliation commissions, and noting that such
mechanisms can promote not only individual responsibility for serious crimes, but
also peace, truth, reconciliation and the rights of the victims,

Recognizing the importance of a comprehensive, coherent and action-oriented
approach, including in early planning, of protection of civilians in situations of
armed conflict. Stressing, in this regard, the need to adopt a broad strategy of
conflict prevention, which addresses the root causes of armed conflict in a comprehensive
manner in order to enhance the protection of civilians.on a.long-term basis, including
by promoting sustainable development, POveity eradication, national
reconciliation, good governanee;~democracy;  the rulevof+law and respect for and
protection of human rights,

Deeply concerned at the"frequency of acts of violenee in many parts of the
world against journalists, media professionals and associated personnel in armed
conflict, in particular deliberate #attacks' in violation of international humanitarian
law, :. i 4

Recognizing that thedconsideration Of the issue of protection of journalists in
armed conflict by the Security Council" is base';‘,d on the urgency and importance of
this issue, and recognizing ithe valuable role that the Secretary-General can play in
providing more information on this issue, ddi 4k

1. Condemns intentional attacks_'7against",:j,bgrnalists, media professionals and
associated personnel, as such, in situations of a{r.rrig,c} conflict, and calls upon all
parties to put an end to such practices; —

2. Recalls in this regard that-journalists, media professionals and associated
personnel engaged in dangerous professional missions in areas of armed conflict
shall be considered a§ <Civilians—and-—shall-be—iespecied—aind’ protected as such,
provided that they take ‘no' action adversely affecting their status.as civilians. This is
without prejudice to the right of war correspondents accredited fo the armed forces to
the status of prisoners of<war provided for in article 4.A.4-of the Third Geneva
Convention;

3.  Recalls.also that media [equipment “and /installation$: ‘constitute civilian
objects, and in this respect _shall not be_the abject of attack or of reprisals, unless
they are military objectives;

4. ~Reaffirms, its eondemnation ;of jall »incitementsy to, violence s against
civilians in' situations', ‘ofwarmed conflict, ~further reaffirms the need/to bring to
justice, in accordance with applicable international law, individuals who incite such
violence, and indicates its willingness, when authorizing missions, to consider,
where appropriate, steps in response to media broadcast inciting genocide, crimes
against humanity and serious violations of international humanitarian law;

5. Recalls its demand that all parties to an armed conflict comply fully with
the obligations applicable to them under international law related to the protection of
civilians in armed conflict, including journalists, media professionals and
associated personnel;
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6. Urges States and all other parties to an armed conflict to do their utmost to
prevent violations of international humanitarian law against civilians, including
journalists, media professionals and associated personnel;

7. Emphasizes the responsibility of States to comply with the relevant
obligations under international law to end impunity and to prosecute those
responsible for serious violations of international humanitarian law;

of armed conflict to respect the
i»h ts, media professionals and

9. Recalls that the i argetlng ns and other protected
persons, and the commlssmn-mmlc ﬂagMdespread violations of
international humanitarian ‘ s of armed conflict
may constitute a threat to 1 and reaffirms in this
regard its readiness to necessary, to adopt
appropriate steps;

8. Urges all parties involved in si
professional independence and ‘
associated personnel as civilians;

10. Invites States whic yet done ider becoming parties to
the Additional Protocols I { ) tions at the earliest
possible date;

11. Affirms that it wi
conflict strictly under the agend

~a sub-item in his next
e issue of the safety and

12. Requests the Se
reports on the protection of civilia
p p ) e A
security of journalists, media professional
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UNESCO

Medellin Declaration
Securing the Safety of Journalists and Combating Impunity

We, the participants at the UNESCO conference on Press Freedom, Safety of
Journalists and Impunity, meeting in Medellin, Colombia, on World Press
Freedom Day, 3-4 May 2007,

Deeply concerned by attacks on the freedom of expression of the press including
murder, deliberate attacks, abductions, hostage-taking, harassment, intimidation,
ilegal arrest and detention against journalists, media professionals and
associated personnel because of their professional agtivity,

Believing that press freedom can only be enjoyed when media professionals are
free from intimidation, pressure~and coercion, Whether from political, social,
economic forces,

Recalling Article 19 of thefUniversal Declaration of Human Rights that guarantees
freedom of expression as a fundamental right, and confirming that freedom of
expression is essential to the realization of other rights set forth in international
human rights instruments, ;

Recalling 29 C/Resolution £ 29 enfitled “Condemnation of violence against
journalists”, adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO on 12 November
1997, which condemns viclenge against journalists and call on Member States to
uphold their obligations to" prevent, investigate and punish crimes against
journalists, =

Underscoring the provisions of the Colombo Declaration of 3 May 2006 on Media
and Poverty Eradication, and Dakar Declaration of 3 May 2005 on Media and
Good Governance, and' of the Belgrade Declaration of 3 May 2004 on Media in
Violent Conflict and Countries in Transition,

Welcoming the adoption by the Security, Council of the United Nations of
Resolution 1738 .on 23,December-2006 calling on,all parties,to-an armed conflict to
fulfil their obligations towards journalists under international law, including the need
to prevent impunity for crimes against them and further requesting the
Secretary-General to include as a sub-item in his next reports onithe protection of
civilians imarmed conflicti the, issueiof the safety, andisecurity offjournalists, media
professionals and associated persannel,

Noting the potential contribution of a free, independent and pluralistic press to
sustainable development, poverty eradication, good governance, peace and
reconciliation, and respect for human rights,

Urging all the parties concerned to ensure the safety of journalists, media
professionals and associated personnel, and respect for their media equipment
and installations,

Considering that most murders of media professionals occur outside of conflict
zones and that the safety of media professionals is an urgent problem that is not
limited to situations of armed conflict,
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Reaffirming our condemnation of all incitement to violence against media
professionals,

Call on Member States:

To investigate all acts of violence of which journalists, media professionals and
associated personnel are victim which have occurred in their territory or abroad
when their armed or security forces may have been involved in them;

To search for persons alleged to have commitied, or to have ordered to be
committed, a crime against journalists, media~ professionals or associated
personnel, to bring such persons, regardiess of their nationality, before their own
courts or to hand them=over for irial to another coneerned State, provided this
State has made out a credible case against the said persons;

To fulfil the duty incumbentsupon 'them to prevent crimes against journalists,
media professionals and associated: personnel, to investigate them, to sanction
them, to provide witness protection for those testifying against them and to repair
the consequences so that such erimes do not. go unpunished;

To adopt the principle that there should be no statute of limitations for crimes
against persons when these are perpetrated to prevent the exercise of freedom of
information and expression or when.their purpose is the obstruction of justice;

To release immediately journalisis-detained te thls day for having freely exercised
their profession; el

To promote awareness- and. train their armed forces and- police forces to respect
and promote the safety of journalists in situations of risk, and to ensure that
journalists are able to wark in full security and independence in their territory;

To recommend to multilateral and bilateral institutions of international cooperation
and financial assistance that they. require,from.recipient countries.as a specific
condition of eligibility| respect for freedom of expression and effective protection
of the exercise of press freedom, also to recommend to these institutions that a
state’s failure to comply with its obligation to investigate and punish killers of
journalistsicauild be cause forrevision] suspension onrevocationof such
cooperation;

To sign and ratify the Additional Protocols | and Il to the Geneva Conventions,
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and other relevant
international instruments of international humanitarian law and international
human rights law, and to take the appropriate legislative, judicial and
administrative measures to ensure application of the aforementioned instruments
nationally, in so far as they provide protection for civilians, in particular those
working in journalism;
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To comply with the commitments of UNESCO Resolution 29 to promote legislation
with the intention of investigating and prosecuting the killers of journalists and to
combat impunity;

Call on International Community and Professional Associations:

To take resolute action for the safety of journalists in situations of risk and to
ensure respect for their professional independence;

To sensitize news organizations, editors and managers about the dangers
surrounding their staff when covering hazardous stories, particularly the dangers
present to local journalists;

To urge news associations~to-develop and sustain safety provisions that work
regardless of whether theirsstaff are covering domestic stories such as crime and
corruption, disasters and demonstrations or health issues or international armed
conflict;

To promote actions that secure the safety of journalists, including, but not limited to,
safety training for journalists, safety codes, healthcare and life insurance, and equal
access to social protection for free-lance employees and full-time staff;

To coordinate widespread publicity campaigns on unpunished crimes against
journalists and other acts of violence to brlng about news coverage of all
violations of press freedom; Fin
To encourage journalism schools ‘and mass communication departments to include
in their curricula studies on the impact ithat crimes against journalists — and
subsequent impunity <shave on democratic societies. In-addition to promote the
inclusion in the curricula-of subjects or specific courses on press freedom and to
coordinate activities, including safety training, among press freedom associations,
news media and journalism schools;

To further encourage collaboration amongst journalists, media
owners, .educators, . press. .freedom , .groups.. and appropriate

development agencies, “at national*and global level, to/ensure the inclusion of

media development activities in social and economic development programmes;

Call on UNESCO:

To invite the Director General of UNESCO to study, in consultation with the
relevant international organizations and non-governmental organizations:

(a) to act in favour of measures to better ensure application of the rules and
principles of a humanitarian nature safeguarding journalists, media
professionals and associated personnel in situations of armed conflict,
and to promote the security of the persons concerned;
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to work against the emergence of new threats to journalists and
media staff, including hostage-taking and kidnapping;

to encourage mechanisms for including media development in
programmes aimed at improving the social, economic and political life of
societies in the process of development, political transition or
emerging from the crisis of social conflict.

To require that data be submitted to the General Conference in a
report on crimes against journalists and the number of cases that continue
with impunity;

To sensitize governments. regarding the importance of freedom of
expression and threat that ' impunity for crimes against media
professionals represents to this freedem;

To invite the Director-General' of UNESCO to recall to member states
at the

General Conferenee their legal and moral obligations to comply with
Resolution

29 and prevent grimes againstjournalists.
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Draft proposal for an International Convention to strengthen
the protection of journalists in armed conflicts and other situations

PREAMBLE
The States Parties to this Convention,

Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United Nations to promote
universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Reaffirming article 19 of the Universal Declaration’of Human Rights adopted on 10
December 1948 which states that everyone has the'right to freedom of opinion and
expression; the right includes.fieedom to held opiniens-without interference and to seek,
receive and impart information.and ideas through any media regardless of frontiers,

Reaffirming article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights adopted
on December 1966 which states that "Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions
without interference" and that "Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this
right shall include freedom to_seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds,
regardless of frontiers, g
either orally, in writing orfin pgint /in the form of art, or though any other media of his
choice", -

Reaffirming Resolution 1738 adopted by the United Nations Security Council on 23
December 2006 which condemnsiintentienal attacks against journalists, media
professionals and associated personnel,Jas suchyiin situations of armed conflict, and calls
upon all parties to put an end to such.practices, = =,

Recalling the debates of the United Nations General Assembly begun at its 25th session
in 1970, the draft international convention on the protection of journalists in dangerous
professional missions submitted to its 28th session and Resolution 3058, adopted on 2 June
1973, expressing the opinion that it would
be preferable to adopt a-€convention on the protection of journalists on dangerous
professional missions,

Also recalling that according to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and
Additional Protocols. of 8 June 1977 intentional attacks on civilians are prohibited,

Also recalling Article 79 lof'the/Protocol'ta the Geneva Conventions'of 12 August 1949 and
relating to the Protection of Victims of International Arms Conflicts (Protocol 1), 8 June
1977, which states as follows: "Journalists engaged insdangerous professional missions in
areas of armed conflict 'shall ‘be considered as civilians within the|meaning lof Article 50,
paragraph'l"”; "they shall be protected as such under the Conventions and this
Protocol, provided that they take no action adversely affecting their status as civilians",

Noting that experience has shown that, generally speaking, since the adoption of Protocol
I, the provisions of Article 79 are rarely respected and that the protection they are
supposed to provide is for the most part ineffective,

The States Parties recognize that the growing attacks against journalists, targeted
killings, kidnapping have changed the dangerous mission of the media profession which
makes Article 79 inadequate to deal with the current circumstances that have amplified the
problem into a global problem with journalists killed in different regions of the world,



Deeply concerned at the frequency of acts of violence in many parts of the world against
journalists, media professionals and associated personnel in armed conflict, despite their
status of civilians,

Considering attacks against journalists are taking place not only in international armed
conflicts, but also during civil unrest and others situations of violence, tensions, riots,
protests,

Determined to prevent attacks against journalists, to combat impunity and to ensure the
right of victims to justice and to compensation,

Recognizing journalists and media professionals have an essential role to play in order to
testify and to make public the violations of human gights and humanitarian law, to
denounce those who committed them and ensure the respect by all parties of the rights of
civilians,

Stressing the necessity to better distinguish journalists from fighters, and also from other
civilians,

Aware of the seriousness of.the risks/in zones of armed conflict that journalists and
media professionals have te assume in order to collect information, photographs, films,
audio recordings and any other documentation and to diffuse them, and recognizing they
need an enhanced protection in comparison to;:other civilians,

Bearing in mind the changing nature of moderﬁ-warfare in the 21st century that does not
distinguish between what is'civilian'and what isia mllltary target, who is a civilian and who
is a suicide bomber,

Noting that technological advances inJmilitary. fechnology and information media
technology have facilitated the outreach of the medla to military fields of operation without
shields, —

Stressing that this kind of warfare, including the engagement of non-state actors, makes
it very difficult for the media to cover events from a distance, but has facilitated the suicide
bomber-attacker,

Noting that this development compounds the dangers facing the media profession in
armed conflict and elsewhere, where people are determined to attack whether on an
individual level, to liquidate physically members of the media, or in targeting the masses by
multiple explosions,

Taking into account that clear examples of such attacks actions'are taking place where
the notion of law and order has been lost, or in other circumstances where the subject is
liguidated in order to thwart freedom of‘expression andiepinion, or in is@lated incidents
when suicide' attackers represent-a regular army,

Stressing that the general protection accorded to the civilian population by
humanitarian law would be reinforced by a more frequent presence of journalists on the
ground alongside the victims,

Reaffirming that the freedom of the press and the free exercise of journalism are
essential to ensure the right of the public to information in all circumstances,

Considering that there is no specific legal instrument on the protection of the media in
zones of armed conflict and civil unrest,
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Recognizing that the risks have increased, notably because of the reason of the
proliferation of actors on the ground, including numerous non-state armed groups, of which
some overtly engage in acts of terrorism,

Agreeing that the term of "journalist” in this Convention covers all civilians who work as
reporters, correspondents, photographers, cameramen, graphic artists, and their assistants
in the fields of the print media, radio, film, television and the electronic media (Internet),
who carry out their activities on a regular basis, full time or part time, whatever their
nationality, gender and religion.

Have agreed on the following articles:
Article 1 - Applicability

This Convention shall apply atall'times in war and peace, during international armed
conflicts (opposing two or more_States), non international conflicts (opposing many groups
inside the boundaries of a State).and in cases of serious internal violence, which includes
local conflicts, civil unrest, targeted killings, kidnapping, authorized and unauthorized
demonstrations.

Article 2 - General Provisions

1. Any deliberate attack op'aggression, threats, kidnapping or detention directed against
a journalist while carrying out his or her.functions is prohibited, whenever and wherever it
may take place, provided that/the journalist takes no action adversely affecting his or her
status as a civilian and does not directly "
contribute to military operations. These!provisions and those following apply to all
authorities representing a State as;wellas all representatives and so-called non-state
actors of the civil society, such as criminal netwog_ké'.'

2. Any attack against media installations and 'édl',l‘rb'ment is prohibited, unless their use
for military purposes by.armed groups is clearly demonstrated.

3. Any attack against-the life and physical and moral integrity; notably killing, cruel and
inhuman treatments, torture, hostage taking involving journalists are prohibited at all
times and in all places and'constitute a war crime as defined-in applicable international law
and shall lead to the consequences provided for
under such applicable international law.

4. Internet services must.be iguaranteed full aperation.anytime by the concerned
authorities.

5. All incitements by allimedia‘to violence,/ genocide, crimes/against humanity, and
serious violations of humanitarian law aregprohibited.

6. A journalist wishing to benefit from the protection accorded to civilians must never be
armed nor contribute in any way to the hostilities. Journalists are allowed to be escorted by
military personnel or armed guards, for self-protection and the protection of the media
installation.

Article 3 - Assistance
1. The States Parties to this Convention and all Parties to an armed conflict on the

territory of a State adhering to this Convention must do their utmost to protect journalists
and media installations against attacks, aggressions and threats.
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2. This provision applies to all journalists without exception, whether they be embedded
in (attached to) military units or covering conflicts independently or representing media
organizations on the opposite side of the front and all media covering the conflict without
exception.

3. Any State, whether party or not to an armed conflict, has the obligation to assist
journalists in the line of duty giving them free access to information and all relevant
documents and to facilitate their movements.

Article 4 - Media POWS

Journalists detained during an armed conflict have the right to
the same treatment as that accorded to the prisoners of war (POWS) by the
third Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949, in pasticular its article 4 paragraph 4 which
states that war prisoners are “persons who followed the.armed forces without directly
taking part to them, such as«(:«:)-the war cerrespondents™:
Article 5 - Enquiry and Repression

1. Each State Party to thiss€onvention shall immediately take appropriate steps to
undertake without delay a thorough and impartial investigation on the attacks defined in
article 2 and to bring to justice the criminals responsible, in accordance with international
and national law. i

The parties to a conflict shall cooperate inr—éstaablishing the facts and communicate their
findings fully and speedily to'those concerned.

2. Each State Party shall take the necessary measures to hold criminally responsible any
person who commits, orders, solicits or, induces an attack, attempts to commit, is an
accomplice to or participates in an attack against @ journalist. Each State Party shall take
the necessary measures to hold criminally responsible the offenders.

3. When it is established that a State,.even non-Party to this Convention, is not able to
investigate in an impartial manner, in a period of maximum one.year, and then to hold
criminally responsible the offenders, an independent international commission of enquiry
will automatically be created by the International Media Committee (IMC) (see Article 10).
The commission of enquiry, consisting of independent experts and the UN special
rapporteur on the freedom of expression, shall carry out the function of establishing the
facts and identifying the perpetrators. It will write a report te-the IMC and will make
recommendations.

4. Each State Rarty commits itself to facilitate“the work of this international commission
of enquiry. It shall take the /necessary measures to prevent, prohibit'and sanction acts that
hinder the conduct of an investigation.

Article/6'—Advance.Warning

1. In case of a military attack in a zone where there are journalists and media
installations, possibly affecting them, a specific warning shall be given in due time and by
efficient means to the media representatives without exception. Journalists must take all
precautionary measures to escape from the zone of
hostilities. They shall maintain confidentiality to ensure that the warning does not
negatively affect the military operations of a party to the conflict.

2. Media corridors, like those applied to humanitarian workers, shall be established by the
parties to a conflict, in such a manner that journalists and media installations are
protected.

To further facilitate the movements of journalists, the parties to a conflict shall agree to
a moratorium on military activities, and hostilities shall be suspended during an agreed
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period of time, in order to facilitate access for media workers.
Article 7 - ldentification

1. In order to strengthen the protection of journalists and facilitate their identification in
zones of fighting, the States Parties decide to adopt a distinctive international emblem and
commit themselves to respect it and ensure that it is respected in all circumstances.

2. This international distinctive emblem for the media is composed of five capital letters,
PRESS, in black on a circular orange background (orange disk).

3. A journalist wearing the distinctive emblem should be able to
prove his or her identity by showing his or her press card or equivalent identity document,
when it is requested by an officer on duty. The right to wear this emblem for the press is
exclusively reserved to journalists.

4. The distinctive emblem:shall-be worn in'a clearly-visible manner, either on an arm
band on the upper left or right.arm, o on a cloth covering the chest or back. Vehicles,
professional equipment and media installations may also be marked with the distinctive
emblem.

5. The distinctive emblem shall be delivered by the same associations
or federations of journalists whichiissue,the press card and/or identity document, at the
request of the journalist and/or his/or her employer.

6. In the absence of a press assogciation in the ‘country or where such identity cards are
not issued, the press card provided by the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) or
regional press associations media/identification cards would be sufficient to use the
emblem.

7. The wearing of the distinctive embiem is optional in all circumstances. Its use is left to
the free choice of the journalist and/or his or her employers. No authority may impose the
wearing of the distinctive emblem..\When a journalist decides not to wear this emblem, he
continues to benefit from all the other provisions of this Convention.

Article 8 - Training

1. Each State Party commit itself to ensure the respect of this Convention by training its
military and civil personnel and all persons who may be involved, in particular for the
respect of the distinctive emblem, safety zones, humanitarian media corridors, warnings,
independent enquiry,_judiciary proceedings.

2. The journalist's associations and employers ofimedia commit themselves to train the
journalists with safety measures in order to minimize the risks. These training programs
are left to the free choice of the journalists, their employers and their associations. Safety
and reliable equipmeniimust be available.[Journalists‘'must belfree to dacide if they want to
undertakeidangerous missions inzones ofseonflict or civil unrest!

Article 9 - Compensation
1. Each State Party shall ensure that the victim, or in case of death its family or legal
representative, have the right to obtain reparation and prompt, fair and adequate

compensation.

2. The State Parties with the journalist's associations and their employers shall establish
a compensation Fund with substantial financial resources.

3. The State Parties shall establish an insurance scheme that would cover all journalists,
most importantly to ensure the financial protection of free lancers.
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Article 10 - Implementation

1. To ensure the implementation and the follow-up of this Convention, the State Parties
decide to establish an International Media Committee (IMC), whose secretariat is based in
Geneva, Switzerland. It can build on the existing structures of non-governmental media
protection organizations based in Geneva and draw from them the secretariat support of
the Convention.

2. This Committee shall consist of ten independent experts who shall serve in their
personal capacity and be impartial. Five members of the Committee shall be elected by
secret ballot by the States Parties according to equitable geographical distribution from a
list of candidates of non-journalists. The five ather members shall be active or retired
journalists with recognized competence, and elected by secret ballot from a list of
candidates by media associations. The persons elegted shall be those who obtain the
largest number of votes.

3. The president of the Commitiee shall be'a journalist=ln case of disagreement between
the members of the Committee,woting in the Committee shall require simple majority plus
one.

4. The first election will take'place at least six months after the entry into force of this
Convention. The members of the Committee are elected for two years and shall be eligible
for re-election once after astwo-year term has been served by a new committee.

5. The Committee shall establish/its own rules of procedure. The Committee shall hold at
least four sessions of one'week each/year, The State Parties, the journalist's associations
and media employers ensure forjone third each the financial means and the human
resources needed by the Commiittee to carry out its mandate.

6. Each State Party commit itself to cooperate'_gwi:th the Committee and to assist its
members in complying with their mandate; especially communicating to them the
necessary information. e f A

7. In the framework of the purview established_;by this convention,

the Committee shall cooperate with all relevant organs, UN human rights bodies,
specialized agencies, specialprocedures of the United Nationsinternational, regional and
national organizations,"non governmental organizations, journalist's associations, press
institutes, media employers, and commissions of ethics.

8. The Committee shall cooperate with existing structures of media associations, regional
press associations to collect allrelevant information on the protection of journalists world-
wide, in the framework of ‘Article
19 of the Universal Declaration'of Human Rights. All States must make available to it the
relevant information it has requested. The Committee shall issue an annual public report
and submits it to all United Nations Members States. lasthis report, thefCommittee can
make recomiendatidns to the States and.to the journalist's associatidns and media
employers! representatives. The Committee,shall, when appropriate; invite concerned
parties and/or State
representatives to testify and can call upon them, if needed, to undertake corrective
measures.

9. A request may be submitted to the Committee as a matter of
urgency by a victim, his/her relatives or his/her legal representatives. The Committee will
accept the request if the majority of its members consider that it is not manifestly
unfounded and is not incompatible with the provisions of this Convention. It can accept the
request even if the same matter is already examined under another procedure or has been
duly presented to other competent international or national bodies. The Committee shall
examine the request and, if needed, ask the concerned State, Party to this Convention or
not, to transmit, in a fixed period of time, information on the case.
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10. The Committee may call upon a State to undertake all necessary measures to
enhance the protection of a journalist or a media, or/and to give compensation when a
reparation is needed. When the concerned State does not answer to the request of the
Committee, it may decide to establish the commission of enquiry stated in the Article 5 of
this Convention. The commission of enquiry may ensure a visit on the ground, in
cooperation with the concerned State.

11. When there is no agreement and when no dialogue is possible with a UN member
State, the Committee may submit the dispute as a matter of urgency to the Human Rights
Council. The Committee is invited to speak in a public session. The members of the Human
Rights Council may decide to hold a special session in conformity with the rules of
procedure of this organ in case of a grave violation.

12. The Committee shall also settle all disputeson the interpretation of the provisions
of this Convention.

Article 11. Conference of the-States Parties

A Conference of the States Parties will take place one year following the entry into
force of this Convention, thensvery iwo years. Any State Party to this Convention may
propose an amendment. Any amendment may be adopted by a majority of two thirds of
the State Parties. ‘

Article 12. Entry Into Force

1. This Convention is open for sighature by all Member States of the United Nations.
Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. f )
J -,

2. The provisions set forth in'this'€onvention shal] be implemented for cases occurring
after the Convention has entered into force..

3. This Convention shall requiré the ratification of five UN member states to enter into
force.

The entry into force'shall take place on the thirtieth day following the date of depositing
the Convention with the United Nations Secretary-General.
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Ground Rules Agreement

The following is a listing of ground rules which have been developed to protect
members of the Armed Services from the release of information which could
potentially threaten their security or safety during ongoing operations.

These ground rules recognize the inherent Constitutional right of the media to
cover military operations and are in no way intended to prevent release of derogatory,
embarrassing, negative or non-complimentary information. During an operation or
exercise, specific

information on friendly force troop movements, tactical deployments, and
dispositions that would jeopardize operational'security or lives will not be released.
This would include unit

designations, names of operations, and‘size of friendly forces involved, until
released by USCENTCOM or its designated release authority. Acceptance of these
ground rules is an agreemeni-between you and the granting commands. You agree
to follow the ground rules andtthe:command will provide support, access to military
members, information and other privileges. Violation of ground rules, however, may
result in the revocation of your.€redentials.

News media personnel must carry and support any personal and professional
gear they take with them dincluding protective cases for professional equipment,
batteries, cables, converters, eic. ‘Media members should be physically fit and
prepared to withstand the rigorous conditions required to operate in a desert
environment.

1. All interviews with'soldiers will:be on'the record. Security at the interview
source is the policy. Interviews with pilots and aiscrew members are authorized upon
completion of missions; however; refease of information must conform to media
ground rules.

2. Print or broadcast stories will be datelined by general geographical
description such as northern Arabian Peninsula, Northern Arabian Gulf, etc. No
specific locations will be'used when filing stories.

3. Because of host-nation requirements, media must stay with public affairs
escorts while on.host nation-bases. .At otherU.S. tactical or.field locations and
encampments, a public affairs escort may be required because of security, safety, and
mission requirements as determined by the host commander. Media will remain with
military escorts at all times, until released, and follow instructions regarding their
activities:

4. Media will not carry personal weapons.

5. The following categories of information are not releasable since their
publication or broadcast could jeopardize operations and endanger lives.

a. For U.S. or coalition units, specific numerical information on troop strength,
equipment or critical supplies (e.g. artillery, tanks, landing craft, radars, trucks, water,
etc.).
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b. Specific number of aircraft in units below wing level, or identification of
mission aircraft points of origin, other than land or carrier based. Number and type of
aircraft may be described in very general terms such as "large flight", "small flight",
"many", "few", "fighters", "fixed wing", etc.

c. Names of military installations or specific geographic locations of military units
in the USCENTCOM area of responsibility, unless specifically released by the
Department of Defense.

d. Information regarding future operations, current operations or strikes including
postponed or cancelled operations, or information regarding security precautions at
military installations or encampments.

f. Photography that would show level of'security at military installations or
encampments, especially aerial and satellite'photography which would reveal the
name or specific location of military units,or installations.

e. Details of rules of'engagement.

f. Information on intelligence collection activities including targets, methods and

results. g. Information on special operations units, unique operations methodology or

tactics, for

example, air operations, angles of attack, and speeds; naval tactical or evasive
maneuvers, etc. :

General terms such as "low" or "fast" may be used.

h. Information on effectiveness of enertnqy’ electronic warfare.

i. Information on effectiveness of enemy.eamouflage and cover.

k. Additional guidelines-may-be-necessary-to-protectiactical security.

6. The following categories of information are releasable.

a. Arrival of U.S. military units in the USCENTCOM area of responsibility when
g{;igi;illy announced. Moderof travel (seajorair),dates:of departure, and home

b. Approximate friendly force strength figures:

c. Nonsensitive; unclassified'information regarding'U.S. air,'ground, and sea
operations, past and present.

d. Size of friendly force participating in an action or operation will be disclosed
using general terms such as "multi-battalion." Specific force or unit identification may
be released when it no longer warrants security protection.

e. Generic description of origin of air operations, such as "land-based."

f. Date, time or location of previous conventional military missions and actions
as well as mission results.
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g. Types of ordnance expended in general terms.

h. Number of aerial combat or reconnaissance missions or sorties flown in
USCENTCOM's area of operation.

i. Type of forces involved (e.g., air defense, infantry, armor, Marines). j. Weather

and climate conditions.

k. Allied participation by type of operation (ships, aircraft, ground units, etc.)
After approval of host nation government.

R
{
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Accreditation

a. News media representatives seeking accreditation should be willing to sign
the following statement: “| am not aware of any existing physical or health
conditions which would adversely affect my covering strenuous combat
activities.” (Initial)

b. News media representatives seeking accreditation should be willing to sign and
date, in the presence of a PAO/media escort officer, the following statement: “I
(insert name)

, am (insert job descripiion) in the

employ of

(insert-news organization);-have read the aforementioned

media ground rules and agree,with' my. signature, to abide by them. | also
understand that violation of these ground rules is cause for the revocation of my
media accreditation withtUSCENTCOM.”

Signature Date

Printed Name, affiliate, address & phone numbéi

Witness Signature Date

Witness Printed Name;"Rank & Organization
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Hold Harmless Agreement

Hold Harmless/Release From Liability Statement

1. I recognize that covering combat and other military operations carries with it
certain inherent risks to life, limb, and equipment.

2. | recognize that the U.S. military, in pursuing the successful accomplishment
of its mission, cannot guarantee my personal safety or the safety of my
equipment.

3. | hereby release the U.S..Government and.ine U.S. military of any liability from
and hold them harmless forany injuries 4 may suffer;-or any equipment that may
be damaged as a result of.my‘€overing combat or any.other military operations.

4. 1 understand that my"agreement o this statement is a condition of being
credentialed to cover U.Semilitary operatlons and receiving assistance for
that coverage. !

Signature Date

Printed Name, affiliate, address & phone nur'ﬁbgr

Witness Signature i Date

Witness Printed Name,.Rank & Organization
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WAIVER OF LIABILITY STATEMENT

Whereby, | , passport no:

am about to travel with forces, and

whereas | am doing so entirely upon my own initiative, risk and responsibility; now
therefore in consideration of the permission extended to me; | do hereby for
myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, remiss, release and forever

discharge and its member

officers, agents and employees acting officially or otherwise, from any and all
claims, demands, actions or causes of action,.en aecount of my death or on
account of any injury to me.ermy-property which-may-eccur from any cause
during my stay, travel as'well as-allground, flight or sea operations incidents
thereto. |

| also agree to withhold.any glassified information, which-may be accidentally
disclosed to me: and to respect embargo r;e.étrictions, which may be imposed on
information that, if disclosed, may jeopardize ©perational security. During my stay
with

forces, | will not interfere with eperatiens. | _ujndérstand that failure to comply with

these security restrictions will result in the Io_s:s— of authorization to accompany and

may result in cancellation of my press registration.

Signature Witness
Printed Name Nationality
Address:

Please provide contact information for a person to be notified in case of an
emergency below
(preferably next immediate relative):
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