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In this thesis, the researcher investigates (1) the self-directed learning
readiness levels of selected graduate students at Ramkhamhaeng University
(RU). Furthermore, the researcher compares (2) the self-directed learning
readiness of the graduate students under study by reference to differences in
demographical characteristics.

The sample population consisted of 400 graduate students at RU who
had registered for the first semester of the academic year 2010. Fifty students
from each of the eight faculties were selected as subjects of investigation.

The instruments of research were a checklist questionnaire and a five-

rating scale questionnaire.
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Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data collected in terms of percentage, mean and standard deviation by means
of applications of the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) computer
program for Windows. The techniques of ¢ test and one-way analysis of
variance (ANOVA) were also employed by the researcher.

Findings are as follows:

1. The graduate students under study exhibited self-directed learning
readiness in an overall picture at a high level in all eight aspects. These eight
aspects were as follows: (1) positive orientation towards the future; (2) openness
to learning opportunities; (3) initiative and independence in learning; (4) love
of learning; (5) informed acceptance of responsibility for one’s own learning;
(6) a self-concept of being an efficient learner; (7) ability to use basic study
and problem-solving skills; and (8) creativity.

2. In making comparisons regarding the self-directed learning readiness
of the graduate students under study who differed in demographical
characteristics, the researcher found the following:

2.1 Of the students who differed in gender, there were no concomitant
differences in self-directed learning readiness in an overall picture at the
statistically significant level of .05. There were differences at the statistically
significant level of .05 only in the aspect of positive orientation towards the
future.

2.2 The students under study who differed in age did not exhibit

parallel differences in self-directed learning readiness in an overall picture at

(7)
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the statistically significant level of .05. However, there were differences at the
statistically significant level of .05 in the aspects of initiative and independence in
learning and the ability to use basic study and problem-solving skills.

2.3 The students under study who differed in regard to the faculty in
which they enrolled did not manifest corresponding differences in regard to
self-directed learning readiness in an overall picture at the statistically significant
level of .05. Nevertheless, differences were found at the statistically significant

level of .05 in the aspect of openness to learning opportunities.
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