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In this thesis, the researcher delineates (1) the demographical
characteristics of selected Bangkok Metropolis residents who have evinced
interest in receiving information via online newspapers. The researcher also
studies (2) the contents of the online newspapers accessed by these residents
in addition to the perceived benefits they receive from information in the
online newspapers insofar as they affect the needs for information searching
via online newspapers. Finally, the researcher inquires into (3) the patterns of
information in these online néwspapers in respect to the affects they have on

the reading of these newspapers by the subjects of investigation.
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Using the technique of simple random sampling, the researcher
selected a sample population consisting of 400 Bangkok Metropolis residents
domiciled in five districts. These districts were Bang Kapi, Lat Phrao, Huai
Khwang, Phaya Thai, and Min Buri. The quantity of members of the sample
population was selected on the basis of an extrapolation of the Taro Yamané
formula at the level of reliability of 95 percent with a concomitant margin of
error no.;t exceeding +5 percent.

Perti;lent data were collected by the researcher in the month of June
2011. Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher subsequently
analyzed the data in terms of percentage (%), mean (X), and standard
deviation (SD) for each item and for each aspect of each item. The results of
analysis were presented in the form of tables accompanied by explanations.

Findings are as follows:

1. In regard to the demographical characteristics, it was found that most
of the subjects under study were between the ages of twenty and twenty-nine.
They worked as employees at private companies. They exhibited needs for
searching for information via online newspapers at the highest level. Most of
them had monthly income ranging from 10,001 to 20,000 baht.

2. Concerning online newspaper contents, it was found that most of the
subjects of concern were interested in political news. As the first choice, the
subjects under study decided to read current and contemporaneous news items

and correspondingly eschewed out-of-date news items.

(7
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3. In respect to the patterns of the online newspapers, it was found that
most of these residents under study chose to read news because of the
appropriateness of the website background colors which made the web pages
interesting to read. The most important aspect of these websites was a
convenient locus for the placement of links.

4. In regard to the perceived benefits the readers received, it was found
that the Lsubjects of mvestigation believed they received academic benefits
from searcﬁ for the aforementioned information as an adjunct to education
and this in turn affected their needs to search for information via online

newspapers.
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