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In this dissertation on “Sufficiency Democracy in Thailand,” the
researcher investigates (1) problems stemming from an imbalance in applying
the Western model of capitalist democracy to the social structure of the
Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand). (2) The researcher studies concepts and
principles of sufficiency economy philosophy in order to formulate guidelines
for solving problems resulting from the aforementioned. (3) The researcher
also promotes democracy regime from non-political to political actions.

(4) The researcher also presents a model of democracy appropriate to Thai
society and thus conducive to the development of a sustainable democracy.

In this qualitative research investigation, the researcher studied various

theoretical documents prepared by scholars and conducted in-depth interviews

(7)
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with community leaders and people concerned. The researcher studied
political concepts, administration under a democratic system, the development
of Thai politics and administration, the concept of sufficiency economy
philosophy, and eleven communities which could serve as democratic
role-models.

Findings are as follows:

The implementation of the Western concept of capitalist democracy
(capitalism) in Thai society does not succeed due to the following four
problems:

1. The Western concept of capitalist democracy is incompatible with
the Thai way of life and society. It focuses on competition and the needs to
accumulate capital and maximizing profits. In addition, it adheres to the
principles of individual rights, freedom, and equality. Thailand is an
agricultural society grounded in a system of patronage. In such a system,
mutual aid and interdependence are stressed. This incompatibility creates
imbalance when there are changes.

2. In endeavoring to implement Western concepts of democracy,
radical methods were used to overturn the system of absolute monarchy, the
earlier form of Thai governance. This has brought incessant cultural conflicts
to Thai society over the years.

3. The Western concepts of democracy have been incompletely applied
to Thai society. Only the framework is applied without paying close heed to

how basic principles, intentions, goals and processes can be genuinely applied

(8)
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in a manner leading to democratic outcomes. The upshot is that Thai
democracy is an incomplete democracy.

4. Using Western concepts of democracy without adequate preparation
of the populace obviously leads to inchoate and inaccurate comprehension.
The result is that the Thai people do not know how to exercise their rights and
to participate in a free society. As such, there has been a paucity of political
participation to the detriment of society.

Guidelines for solving problems stemming from an imbalance of the
use of democracy in Thailand in practice, both from the public sector and the
private sector, especially from the study of the eleven role model democracy
communities are as follows: Communities under study have adopted
sufficiency economy philosophy for sustainable and balanced development
ready for changes in all aspects. Communities under study have cooperated in
conducting activities to strengthen communities and to be self-reliant. They
have knowledge, ability to have major profession to gain better income and to
be debt free. They can have output from nature with quality and sufficient for
the demand of communities and the market. This enables them to have a
better living. All of these did not start as political objectives. They are a result
of the need to solve economic and social problems to find a way out together
in order to make communities stronger and developed to be networks. These

networks are environment network, public health network, and a network to

call for land to make a living.
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When community members have an experience in working together,
solving community problems, being self-reliant, and having a better living,
they will be awakened to political activities. They will follow up with daily
news, brainstorming, sharing and learning, having consultation, and
promoting community democracy. These can be conducted via an
establishment of organizations in the form of village council, community
council, and subdistrict council in order to ensure that community members
can use their right and political freedom with understanding and realizing the
value of their own right to elect leaders and the committee to administer the
community, entrusted to be representatives in developing communities.

In this research, the researcher has discovered a new important issue to
solve the problems stemming from an imbalance of the implementation of
democracy regime in Thai society. This is the model of new democracy; that
is, sufficiency democracy. This is the democracy model appropriate for the
problem of administration in democracy regime in Thailand at the most. This
can be developed to be a sustainable democracy regime. In addition, the
concept of political development in Thai society from non-political to political
actions which is congruent with sufficiency democracy, the concept brought
in from the concept of economy sufficiency philosophy initiated by King
Bhumibol Adulyadej should be integrated with the concept, theory, and
principles of administration in the democracy regime. This will match with
the social, cultural, economic, and political conditions of Thailand splendidly.

This will lead to the development of sustainable democracy.

(10)
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