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ABSTRACT 9498363

Title of Research ~ Moral Awareness of Students Enrolled in the Course
on Knowledge and Morality (RU 600)

Researcher Miss Busara Niyomves

Academic Year 2011

Faculty The Graduate School

In this research investigation, the researcher is concerned with the
affects on the moral awareness of students before and after having taken the
Knowledge and Morality course (RU 600). As such, the researcher
investigates the moral awareness of students before and after taking the course
on Knowledge and Morality and then compares the results. The set hypothesis
posited for this investigation was that students would be more morally aware
after having taken the course than before taking it.

The research population consisted of 4,500 students taking the
Knowledge and Morality course at the central campus and regional campuses
in the 2009 academic year as taught by four lecturers. The researcher divided
the research population into four clusters and then used the simple random
sampling method in selecting a sample population solely from the group of
students taught by Associate Professor Noppakun Kunacheva.

As an instrument of research, the researcher utilized a bipartite

questionnaire. Part 1 elicited demographical data. Part 2 consisted of 29 items

(5)
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eliciting data concerning moral awareness on the part of the subjects of
investigation in addition to open-ended questions allowing for the expression
of feelings regarding taking the Knowledge and Morality course.

One thousand copies of a questionnaire were distributed to members of
the sample population and 785 copies (78.5 percent) were returned.
Extrapolating from the Yamane table, the researcher ascertained that a sample
population of 785 members was satisfactory with a margin of error at .05%.

The findings of the researcher were congruent with the set hypothesis
as follows.

1. The subjects of investigation exhibited moral awareness prior to and
after taking the Knowledge and Morality course at a high level.

2. In comparing moral awareness prior to and after having taken the
Knowledge and Morality course, the researcher found that students displayed
moral awareness at a higher level than prior to having taken the course at the
statistically significant level of .05.

In inquiring into respondent feelings concerning the taking of the
Knowledge and Morality course on the basis of responses to open-ended
questions, the researcher determined that the subjects realized that the course
was an important subject. This was because they were of the opinion that it
helped them to achieve greater self-knowledge and to be able to approach
decision-making in a rational and thoughtful manner. They also believed that

what they had learned in this course could be applied to efforts at

(6)
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self-development and in fostering the development of the organizations to

which they belonged and their nation as a whole.
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