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# # 528 01043 22: MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: GRAMMATICALIZATION/ VERB/ GRAMMATICAL WORDS
KRONGKAN RODPAN: /thtlin/ : A HISTORICAL STUDY. THESIS ADVISOR:
VIPAS POTHIPATH, Ph.D. CO-ADVISOR: MINGMIT SRIPRASIT, Ph.D.,188

Pp.

This is a diachronic study of the word /thtln/.The data used are samples of published
historical document dated from the Sukhothai period right up until the Rattanakosin period (the reign
of King Rama IX). The focus of this study is to examine the development of the word /thin/ from verb
into grammatical words through the grammaticalization process.

It is found that in the Sukhothai period, the worc /thiln/  was used as verb and co-verb.
Then, in the Ayutthaya period, the word /thlin/assumed one more grammatical function; namely,
conjunction. In the Rattanakosin period, which is divided into four sub-periods: (1) the reigns of King
Rama | - King Rama lll, (2) the reigns of King Rama IV - King Rama V, (3) the reigns of King Rama
VI - King Rama VI, and (4) the reign of King Rama IX, the word /thiin/ has been found as 5
grammatical word classes. They are categorized as verb, co-verb, preposition, conjunction and

adverb.

Semantically, the worc /thiliy/ has 8 different lexical and grammatical meanings; namely, (1)
to arrive (concrete movement), (2) to arrive (abstract movement), (3) to esteem (4) about,
concerning, (5) till, until (6) to a remarkable degree (7) so, then (8) even though. These different
meanings are found to share the same conceptual meaning, which underlies and relates all the 8

meanings.

In addition, four pathways of grammaticalization are identified: (1) grammaticalization of
verb into co-verb (2) grammaticalization of verb into preposition (3) grammaticalization of verb into
adverb, and (4) grammaticalization of verb into conjunction. The verb /thtn/ has developed into
grammatical words through some semantic processes (e.g., desemanticization, persistence and
generalization) as well as syntactic processes (e.g., reanalysis and decategorialization). Due to the
fact that the word  /thiin/ is still used as verb, it could be said that in the process of
grammaticalization, at present, the lexical word /thfﬂr)/ is not fully transformed into a

grammatical word.

Department : Thai Student’s Signature

Field of Study : __Thai Advisor’s Signature

Academic Year : 2012 Co-advisor’s Signature
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