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# # 5185239029 : Major Political Economy

KEYWORD: Kui/ Kuay/ Seui/ Blacksmith/ Asiatic Mode of Production/ Artisans.
Santi Butchai: Dynamics of Mode of Production and Social Changes. Case
Study of Kui Blacksmith at Tadob Community, Tambon Tadob, Muang Sisaket

District. Advisor: Assoc.Prof.Nualnoi Treerat.Ph.D., 161 pp.

This thesis aims to study Kui blacksmith communities with two objectives: 1) The
existence and changes after 1961 and 2. The relation between a blacksmith groups,
agriculture, community, capitalism and the state. The research data has been gathered
from 3 villages in Tambon Tadob in Sisaket province with qualitative methodology in
form of documents and Structuralism Theory and Articuation of Modes of Production,
observations, and in-depth interviews on 45 key persons among 2004 — 2012 and study
bases on observations and interviews 12 in 17 blacksmith groups between January —
March, 2012

The study finds 1) The structural of the Blacksmiths group has been adjustment
such as raw materials, producing technology, importing women workers and the
reducing power of elite’s group but no hiring outside labors which shows that the
structure does not changes from pre-capitalism to capitalism. 2) The Blacksmiths have
been supported to increase its production capability and distribution, but has been
weaken by at least 3 factors — lacking of charcoal, younger generations and losing the
market by industrial products, Therefore, the Kui blacksmits might be put to an end
soon. The solutions are reform with innovation like this : encouraging local youths to
value and inherit the skill and develop the production. Researching to find new raw
materials and networking, and marketing should be priority. Meanwhile, the government
should deregulates the use of coal and support in training, extending market,

developing products to survive and exist along with the capitalism.
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