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# # 5180165522 : MAJOR DRAMATIC ARTS

KEYWORDS: MAE NAK/MYTH / WIFEHOOD / CONSTRUCTED
PORNPITCHA BOONBUNJONG :MAE NAK: MYTH OF “WIFEHOOD”
CONSTRUCTED IN TELEVISION SERIES, FILM AND THEATRE. ADVISOR:
PARIDA MANOMAIPHIBUL. Ph.D., 77 pp.

The research of Mae Nak: Myth of “wifehood” constructed in television series,
film and theatre is based on the preliminary hypothesis that plot analysis in Mae Nak
reveals the construction of the myth of “wifehood.” This myth frames Thai women

norm to be passive under the authority of husband.

The objective of this research is to study the process of disseminated norms
of Thai women under Thai patriarchal society through the plot of “Mae Nak.”
The twenty-six versions plot structure of “Mae Nak” that have appeared in
television series, fiims and theatres from the past to present are collected and
analyzed in the theoretical frameworks of playwriting principle. Through plot analysis,
the researcher focused on protagonist’s dramatic action, point of attack and climax to
find out actions of protagonist that identify “wifehood.” Then researcher uses
Roland Barthes's Myth to critically analyze “frame of meaning” that has been

embedded in protagonist's dramatic actions and structures of the plots of Mae Nak.

The researcher found that the myth of “wifehood” reveals the propagation of
ideology and prejudice about the roles and practices of women and men in
Thai society. Through the plots and dramatic actions of “Mae Nak” are the standards
of what a good Thai women is. In fact, it is only an “illusion” that society attempted to

set as a “reality” that it in the believe system of Thai society structure.

Department Dramatic Arts Student’s Signature

Field of Study Dramatic Arts Advisor’s Signature
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