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##5180187322: MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEYWORDS: DETECTIVE NOVEL/ MYTH/ DISCOURSE/ AGE/ GENDER/ CLASS/ RACE
MANASWEE PHROMSUTHIRAK: AGE, GENDER, CLASS AND RACE: A COMPARATIVE
STUDY OF THE NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY, KHUNPA MATHUN AND SAMOSON
NAKSUEP SERIES. ADVISOR: THOSAENG CHAOCHUTI, Ph.D. 156pp.

This thesis aims at the analysis of age, gender, class, and race in the detective novels namely The No 1
Ladies' Detective Agency of Alexander McCall Smith, Khunpa Mathun of “Kaewkao”, and The Samoson Naksuep
series of “Naya” in which the heroes are old-aged female detectives in order to make a comparative study between
Thai and Western detective novels.

The study on the age indicates that the creation of old-aged characters having the identity of young people
is for the conformation with the detectives’ role. According to the tradition, the heroes of the detective novels have
some specific aspects. They are young men of middle or high class with legislative knowledge, wisdom, far-
sightedness, scientific knowledge and ability in reasoning. This is for the opposition of the discourse on the society of
the old-aged. However, the invention and the presentation of the old-aged are against the myth of the main trend of
the society. The emphasis of the mentioned myth also causes the conflict on the self of the old-aged.

The investigation on gender shows that the making of female characters with male identity to work in the
public space is to counter against the social myth relating to women. Their experience, knowledge, thinking, and
instinct are naturally equal to men's or even better. However, the depending on the narrative of the detective
characters to argue with men’s power and other female characters indicates their weakness, the need of being
protected, and men depending. This also shows the antithesis of women's selves.

The study on class indicates that the class relations exhibited in the novels showing that the authars still call
for the old society of equality, or suitable support. They also show the evilness of capitalism. In the same time the
authors do not accept the class equality. This causes the opposition from the adherence to the myth of “self” and
“other” disparity.

The study on race shows that Thai characters in these novels accept the myth that Thai people are inferior
to the Western. However, the creation of the colored heroes, and the narrative on their space, way of life, and their
memory with the emphasis on mind goodness are the methods of the opposition against the discourse on the white’s
wisdom and morality superior than that of the colored. It can preserve the self identity of the colored from the
assimilation of the globalization culture.
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If she had listened to her father, if she had listened to the
cousin's hushand, she would never have married Note
and the years of unhappiness would never have
occurred. But they did, because she was headstrong, as
everybody is at the age of twenty, and when we simply
cannot see, however much we may think we can. The
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world is full of twenty-year-olds, she thought, all of them
blind. (McCall Smith, 2002a: 135)
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Mma Ramotswe looked at the nurse. What age was she?
Nineteen, twenty? In her father's day, a girl of nineteen



34

would not have spoken to a woman of thirty-five like that-
spoken to her as if she was a child making an iritating
request. But things were different now. Upstarts showed
no respect for people who were older, and bigger too,
than they were. (McCall Smith, 2002a; 176)
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But children must be watched! If parents don't watch
their children, then what happens? You answer that!
Modern nonsense. My father beat me when | was twenty-
two! Yes, he beat me for making a mistake in the shop.
And | deserved it. None of this modern nonsense.
(McCall Smith, 2002a: 103)
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Mma Ramotswe was mildly surprised, but not astonished,
that she should know this. There were people who made it
their business to remember the affairs of the community,
and this was obviously one. Today they called them oral
historians, she believed; whereas in reality, they were old
women who liked to remember things that interested
them most. marriages, deaths, children. (McCall Smith,
2003: 146)
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freedom? Do you let me live my life for a little without having to tell you how | spend
every single minute, huh? Well, Papa. | have agreed to do as you have asked me.”
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That mother should not be doing that; she should be
encouraging her son to buy his own watermelons and cut
them up himself. It was exactly this sort of treatment
which made him so immature in his treatment of women.
They were playthings to him; hewers of watermelons;
eternal substitute mothers. (McCall Smith, 2003: 205)
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The uncle wanted to accompany her but she had
difficulty persuading him that she could go alone. “It
could be dangerous. You might need protection.” He had
no answer to that, but he nonetheless looked anxious
when she left him in the car and made her way along the
|ane to the back gate. (McCall Smith, 2002b: 142)
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wIuunalianuauunn “He expected her to look impressed, and she tried to oblige him
with a look of admiration. This, she thought, is a man who needs constant reassurance-
hence all the girls.” (McCall Smith, 2002b: 187) usiselsiltAweluanuaisdueedian e
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Aenrumineuananin “ shall come at eight. Not every woman will do what you tell her to
do, you know.” (McCall Smith, 2002b; 193) asinlsfinns reuiisessliwuianaia Ao
a.a.1. walatluanpnnundadnasnasunneiumsdos suenan 17inTTeTeI AT
Wntlsnldliisadwung, usuniesaie ieeasufianandnaessanilinanlils uas
maanunnszalaszdamuasld “You cannot go. | cannot have my future wife walking into
danger like that.” “But | have my calling, which is that of a private detective. If | was
going to be frightened, | should have done something else.” (McCall Smith, 2002b: 203)
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| think that you are a man who has lied to a lot of people,
particularly, | think, to women. Now something has
happened which you may not have had happen to you
before. A woman has lied to you and you have fallen for it
entirely. You will not like that, but maybe it will teach you
what it is to be manipulated. There was no girl. (McCall
Smith, 2002b: 212)
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She stood up again and thought of Hector. This was what
husbands were for. She would not be driving alone up to
Mahalapye. She would have a man with her, and he
would be getting under the van to poke the snake out of
its place. (McCall Smith, 2002a; 167)
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“You see,” said Mma Ramotswe, casting a glance at the
attentive attorney, “there are some people in this country,
some men, who think that women are soft and can be
twisted this way and that. Well 'm not. | can tell you, if
you are interested that | killed a cobra, a big one, on my
way here this afternoon. (McCall Smith, 2002a: 174)
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Several of the potions had made her ill, and one had
almost killed her, which was not surprising, given its
contents, but the barrenness remained and she knew that
her hushand was losing patience. Shortly after he left, he
wrote to her from Lobatse and told her-proudly-that his
new wife was pregnant. Then, a year and a half later,
there came a short letter with a photograph of his child.
No money was sent, and that was the last time she heard
from him. (McCall Smith, 2002a: 32)
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An intelligent woman, a woman with a BA, would have
known better; but then, he reminded himself, this fat
woman down in Lobatse had borne him five children
already and one had to acknowledge that fact. If only she
would not carp on about other women. (McCall Smith,
2002a: 188)

!
v a { ]

o 1 dg/ b2 %’ Y @ 1 = [ o % a Al o
Finag19RugN WG miu@umﬂu@mmumwﬂmmmmmmmﬂumq LAY

q

TALILRNZFANATE

> ° a Wo  Me wal ) = = s & A
UBNATNUU ﬂ’]‘IVI’N’mslw_I‘I‘LWI U 1ﬁﬂiﬂﬁlqﬂﬁlﬂUﬂW?@\1 ﬂLﬂu@ﬂ@m@NUﬂﬁqu

o o 1

[ £ aal { o v A = EZ3 |
quﬁﬂﬂiﬂﬂ‘mﬂq FNFNREINNANNAIAZATIANUNAL IWILTaA TINAAALILAY LKINLEaazLiiu

1
v A a v

2o o o ' u " Lo ~
Uﬂ@UV]ﬂ@’]ﬁ’]ﬂ&l VLﬂﬁ‘Uﬂ’]?ﬂ'ﬂﬁJ?U NUV]U’W]I@@L@UGLU A18170UY LLGI‘JJ@MWNIM‘E@QLL@N

ae9TAAUdY TUAIANUTZIMALAAAIIUY ULALNANALFAIRIY Lt untinRueass

Iy A o o oo 1y Py 9o A ' = =
LL@zﬂ"]@mﬁ‘m']ﬁu’]m@m@"luu@zu’]uiﬁm Lﬁﬂ@ziﬁ@Uﬂq?ﬂ]umNﬁﬂﬂ@\ﬁ PATEIEIR TINBRRARALIAINL



66

ailgTiannlutureasedlaninsnise sedensnw “In traditional Botswana society, keeping
the yard in good order was a woman's responsibility, and she would certainly not wish to
be associated with a yard like this.” (McCall Smith, 2002b; 71) nanaléen usfidedaas
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| have been doing all the work for him. | make his
breakfast, cook him some lunch, which | leave in the
kitchen, and then make his supper at night. | buy him one
bottle of beer a day and have also bought him some new
clothes and a pair of good shoes. All he does is sit in his
chair outside the front door and tell me what to do for him
next. (McCall Smith, 2002a: 10)
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flasin sasiameing “My cousin came to look after Precious. She made her clothes, took her
to school and cooked our meals.” (McCall Smith, 2002a: 29) Taiun suanaws ldanann
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“She had the art. Mma Ramotswe had taught him that there is no reason why women
should not do anything they wanted. She was undoubtedly right. People had assumed
that private detectives would be men, but look at how well Mma Ramotswe had done.”
(McCall Smith, 2002b: 197)
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How proud he would have been to have her now, the
owner of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, known to
everyhody of note in town, even to permanent secretaries
and Government ministers. And how important he would
have felt had he seen her that very moming almost
bumping into the Malawian High Commissioner as she
left the President Hotel and the High Commissioner
saying: “Good morning, Mma Ramotswe, you almost
knocked me down there, but there’s nobody | would
rather be knocked down by than you, my goodness!” To
be known to a High Commissioner! To be greeted by
name by people like that! (McCall Smith, 2002a: 161)
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It would be better to give it to the orphans than to pour it
down the drain. | cannot give you money for it, and so |
see no reason why you shouldn't give it to us. | can make
sure that the Daily News comes to photograph you
handing the oil over. Everybody will know that you are a
generous man. It will be there in the papers. (McCall
Smith, 2002b: 76)
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The problem, of course, was that people did not seem to
understand the difference between right and wrong. They
needed to be reminded about this, because if you left it to
them to work out for themselves, they would never bother.
They would just find out what was best for them, and then
they would call that the right thing. That's how most
people thought. It was curious how some people had a
highly developed sense of guilt, she thought, while others
had none. Some people would agonize over minor slips
or mistakes on their part, while others would feel quite
unmoved by their own gross acts of betrayal or
dishonesty. (McCall Smith, 2002a; 125)
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She always felt embarrassed asking for payment when
she was unable to help the client. Mma Ramotswe liked
to help everybody, no matter what their station was in life.
She had often been out of pocket on a case, simply
because she could not refuse to help a person in need.
(McCall Smith, 2003; 113-114)
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He, who now had no cattle, would have cattle a plenty.
He who now had to scrimp and save in order to afford a
trip up to Francistown each year, would be able to eat
meat every day and drink Lion Lager with his friends on
Friday evenings, generously buying rounds for all. And all
that stood between him and all this was one small,
beating heart. If that heart could be silenced, then his
entire life would be transformed. (McCall Smith, 2003
115)
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What would these children have eaten had they stayed
with their people, she wondered? Those people survived
on next to nothing; roots dug up from the ground, grubs,
the eggs of birds; yet they could hunt as nobody else
could, and there would have been ostrich meat and
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duiker, which people in towns could rarely afford. (McCall
Smith, 2003: 135)
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Mma Ramotswe saw the cart and the family retreating in
the rear view mirror, as if they were going back into the
past, getting smaller and smaller. One day people would
no longer do this; they would buy their food in stores, as
people did in town. But what a loss for the country that
would be; what friendship, and solidarity, and feeling for
the land would be sacrificed if that were to happen.
(McCall Smith, 2003; 142)
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had used deception to defeat that cruel witch doctor in her earlier case. It was
regrettable, but necessary in a world that was far from perfect.” (McCall Smith, 2002b:
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That evening she looked in the mirror. She had tried to do
something about her hair, but had failed. She had applied
hair-straightener and had pulled and tugged at it, but it
had remained completely uncooperative. And her skin,
t0o, had resisted the creams that she had applied to i,
with the result that her complexion was far darker than
that of almost every other girl at the college. She felt a
flush of resentment at her fate. It was hopeless. (McCall
Smith, 2002b: 110)
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In that place | had felt every day that | might die. Danger
and sorrow hung over Johanneshburg like a cloud, and |
could never be happy there. In Botswana it was different.
There were no policeman with dogs; there were no totsis
with knives, waiting to rob you; you did not wake up every
moring to a wailing siren calling you down into the hot
earth. There were not the same great crowds of men, all
from some distant place, all sickening for home, all
wanting to be somewhere else. | had left a prison-a great,
groaning prison, under the sunlight. (McCall Smith,
2002a: 27)
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We hid behind plants and boxes and dashed out to ask

for coins from the closed windows of the trains. We saw

the white people look out of their windows, like ghosts,

and sometimes they would toss us one of their Rhodesian

pennies. (McCall Smith, 2002a: 16)
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There was a school run by an old Anglican priest and a
white woman whose face had been half-destroyed by the
sun. They both spoke Setswana, which was unusual, but
they taught us in English, insisting, on the pain of a
thrashing, that we left our own language outside in the
playground. (McCall Smith, 2002a; 16)
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But some of them were clever, and while the British said
“You do this,” they would say “Yes, yes sir, | will do that”
and all the time, behind their backs, they did the other
thing or they just pretended to do something. So for many
years, nothing at all happened. (McCall Smith, 2002a: 20)
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Yet we were never allowed to hit back, no matter how
undeserved the blows. If you hit a white miner, you were
finished. The mine police would be waiting for you at the
top of the shaft and you could spend a year or two in
prison. (McCall Smith, 2002a; 24)
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Some people think of God as a white man, which is an
idea which the missionaries brought with them all those
years ago and which seems to have stuck in people’s
mind. | do not think this is so, because there is no
difference between white men and black men; we are all
the same; we are just people. And God was here anyway,
before the missionaries came. We called him by a
different name, then, and he did not live over at the Jews'
place; he lived here in Africa, in the rocks, in the sky, in
places where we knew he liked to be. (McCall Smith,
2002a: 19)
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There were also many other things that made the world what it was, and the Americans
often failed to notice these things, although they were there all the time, under their
noses.” (McCall Smith, 20020: 113)pufisansdadlumanilnueniisnedlaiuaausieanday
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and there, by that rock, that was where a cow had died
for no apparent reason. These were the intimate
memories that made the land alive that bound people to a
stretch of baked earth, as valuable to them, and as
beautiful, as if it were covered with sweet grass. (McCall
Smith, 2002b: 90)
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“They had done this throughout Africa, even white-washing the lower trunks of the trees
they had planted in long avenues. Why? Because of Africa.” (McCall Smith, 2003: 194)
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We were all afraid of the Zulus, although | had that friend
who was a kind Zulu. The Zulus thought they were better
than any of us and sometimes they called us women. If
there was a fight, it was almost always the Zulus or the
Basotho, but never the Batswana. We did not like fighting.
Once a drunk Motswana wandered into a Zulu hostel by
mistake on a Saturday night. They beat him with
sjamboks and left him lying on the road to be run over.
(McCall Smith, 2002a: 24)
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Auviluieaiusagy fedianann “You cannot make a Botswana just by changing his
skin. A Botswana is a Botswana inside. A Zulu is the same as us outside, but inside he is
always a Zulu. You can't make a Zulu into a Botswana either. They are different.” (McCall
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You shouldn't go flashing your money around the place.
The Africans don't like that, you know, and when they get
the chance they'll take it all away from us. Look at what
happened in Uganda. Listen to what some of the
hotheads are saying in Zimbabwe. Imagine what the
Zulus would do to us if they had half a chance. We've got
to be discreet. (McCall Smith, 2002a: 97)
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