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This thesis aims to study the relationship between the Indonesian state and
various political Islamic groups. It employs a concept of a broader political Islam as
well as the historical formation of political Islamic groups in a particular context.

One of the impacts of the 9/11 incident is a misperception about political
Islam groups, that all of them are extremist and violent organizations. This study
argues that in order to better understand political Islam or the politics of Islamic
groups, one needs to take into serious consideration the historical formation and
political struggle of particular groups. In addition, one should pay attention to the
role of Muslims as key actor rather that of Islamic religion itself.

In the case of Indonesia, this study finds that political Islamic groups play
significant role in expanding Muslims’ political space and negotiating power. They
also push forward agendas and policies based on Islamic principle as well as
campaign for decentralization of local administration. Political Islam in Indonesia,
therefore, promote democratization in the post-Suharto Indonesia. Besides, majority

of them challenge the legitimacy of the fundamental Islamic groups.
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APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

ASG Abu Sayyaf Group

CTC Combating Terrorism Center

DDII Dewan Da'wah Islamiyah Indonesia

DPR Dewan Perkilan Rakyat

FPI Front Pembela Islam

Golkar Partai Golongan Karya

GWOT Global war on terrorism

HMI Himpunan Mahasiswa Islam

ICMI Ikatan Cendekiawan Muslim se-
Indonesia

IAIN Institut Agama Islam Negeri

MUI Majalis Ulama Indonesia

NU Nahdatul Ulama

NAM Non Aligned Movement

IMF International Monetary Fund

Jl Jemaah Islamiyah

KAMMI Kesatuan Aksi Mahasiswa Muslim
Indonedia

KISDI Komite Indonesia Untuk Solidaritas
Dunia Islam

LDK Lembaga Da’'wah Kampus

LIPIA Institute for Islamic and Arabic Studies

MILF Moro Islamic Liberation Front

MMI Majelis Mujahidin Indonesia

MPR Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat

MUI Majalis Ulama Indonesia
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PAN
Parmusi
PBB
PDI
PK
PKB
PKI
PKS
PKU
PNI
PPP
SSRC

SUNI
TNI
WEF

WMDs

Partai Amanat Nasional

Partai Muslimin Indonesia

Partai Bulan Bintang

Partai Demokrasi Indonesia
Partai Kealilan

Partai Kebangkitan Bangsa
Partai Komunis Indonesia

Partai Keadilan Sejahtera

Partai Kebangkitan Ummat
Partai National Indonesia

Partai Persatuan Pembangunan
New York-based Social Science
Research

Solidaritas Uni National Indonesia
Tentara National Indonesia
World Economic Forum

Weapons of mass destruction
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