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# # 5084708028 : MAJOR SPEECH COMMUNICATION

KEYWORDS : STEREOTYPE / INTERGROUP ATTITUDE / INDIAN-THAIS /

INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION / RACE / INTERRACIAL
PATITTA KIMPRAKONE : INTERRACIAL COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THAIS
AND INDIAN-THAIS, THESIS  ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. METTA
VIVATANANUKUL, 83 pp.

The purpose of this research is to study Thai people’s perception and attitude towards
Indian-Thais, the origin and background of Indian-Thais, and intercultural communication
problems between Thais and Indian-Thais, by conducting qualitative research: documentary
research and in-depth interview with three groups: 2 scholars with knowledge or direct experience
in Indian culture, 10 Indian- Thais and 10 Thai people who have an opportunity to communicate
with Indian people. The findings are

1) . Indian people, who came in Thailand, are from a variety of racial and religious groups
with different economic background. They can be divided into groups either by their origin in India,
i.e. Punjab; Tamil, and Utta Pradesh , or by their religions, i.e. Hindu, Sikh, Brahman , Islam etc.
From historical document, it is found that Hindu are the biggest Indian-Thais in Thailand while
their most witnessed occupations are merchants and religious practitioners (Brahman class).
According to archaeological evidence, it is also found that Indian- Thais brought civilization and
Indian culture into Thailand during the period of Ashoka the Great Era. Later, they scatter in
business areas, i.e. Silom, Sathorn, Phahurat, Sukhumvit, etc.

2). Most Thai perceive "Indian race " from a person's physical appearance; face,
moustache , clothing, language and accents respectively, especially from the way they wrap
their head; however, most Thai people cannot distinguish Indian ethnics. Furthermore, it is found
that Thai people who never communicate with Indian-Thais tend to have more negative attitude
than those who used to. On the other hand, most Indian-Thais express more positive than
negative attitude towards Thai people.

3). Communication problems and obstacles between Thai and Indian-Thais which are
mostly found are A). Cognitive problem: misunderstanding of Indian-Thais’ religious practice and
taboos and their working style. B). Affective problem: stereotype and negative attitude on their
limited occupations, such as selling nuts, Roti, clothes, and giving loans. C) Behavioral problem:
name calling by their different economic status. Still, Thais and Indian-Thais have no problem in

living together nor have ingroup-outgroup separation .
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