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# # 5180198222 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
KEYWORDS : IMAGE / GENDER / HISTORICAL NOVELS / EMPRESS DOWAGER
CIXI

WORAPOL PHASOMSUP : REWRITING EMPRESS DOWAGER CIXI IN
EMPRESS ORCHID AND THE LAST EMPRESS.

ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. ANONGNAT THAKOENGWIT, Ph.D.,
CO-ADVISOR : SASIPORN PETCHARAPIRUCH, Ph.D., 223 pp.

The objectives of this thesis are to analyze the ways in which the images of Empress
Dowager Ci Xi are rewritten from the perspectives of a diasporic Chinese woman writer, Anchee
Min, through her two historical novels: Empress Orchid (2005) and The Last Empress (2007),
and to analyze the images of Empress Dowager Cixi which have been previously represented in

various literary works.

The study of the images of Empress Dowager Cixi in Min’s novels reveals the significant
role of the writer in restoring the reputation of this historical figure, who was portrayed as a
ruthless and power-thirsty tyrant in Chinese history and other writings. The writer showed how the
negative images of Cixi are a result of the gender bias of Chinese historians and writers in a
patriarchal society. Moreover, Min rewrote the images of Empress Dowager Cixi into new ones,
which can be categorized into five groups: those of a grateful daughter, a good concubine who
sympathized with the Emperor and helped alleviate his burdens, a mother who devoted herself to
her only son, the mother of China who attempted to save the statecraft from foreign invasions
and a victim of rumors. It can be said that Min’s novels provide the reader with different aspects

on the image of Empress Dowager Cixi.
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The public sphere was reserved for men and included corporate,
government and intellectual realms; basically, anywhere outside the
home. The private sphere was reserved for women and consisted only

for the home.
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" Doveanna S. Fulton, Speaking power: Black feminist orality in women’s narratives of

slavery. (Albany: State University of New York, 2006), p. 44.
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[...] Tzu Hsi had a very highly developed lust for power
and was most unwilling to abandon any power that came into
her hands. From her point of view the principles of moral
conduct and the ancestral code existed to suit her needs, and
she was certainly not prepared to let them inhabit her. Whether it
was her own flesh and blood, her in-laws or palace officials, the
same principle applied: those who obeyed her flourished and
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The truth is that | have never been the mastermind of anything.
I laugh when | hear people say that it was my desire to rule China from
an early age. My life was shaped by forces at work before | was
born.[...] To them the idea of a woman as the monarch is frightening.
Jealous princes prey on ancient fears of women meddling in politics.
When my husband died and | became the acting regent for our five-
year-old son, Tung Chih, | satisfied the court by emphasizing in my
decree that it was Tung Chih, the young Emperor, who would remain

the ruler, not his mother. 2
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Disorder is not sent down from Heaven, it is produced by women.

' Susan L. Mann, Gender and Sexuality in Modern Chinese History (New York: Cambridge

University Press, 2011) p. 51.
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[...] women’s proper behavior involved four virtues: piety,
purity, submissiveness, and domesticity. Clearly none of these virtues
suggested that women should engage in public political participation
or try to run for office. [...] If any women wanted more than the four
virtues, she was thought to be tampering with society, undermining

P . 2
civilization, and unwomanly.

2 Paxton, P., and Hughes, M. Women, Politics, and Power (Los Angeles: Pine Forge Press,

2007), p.25-26.
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Gerd Stein, for example, demonstrated that this demonization
occurred at the historical moment when women were entering the public
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In the West, the image of the fecund female has often been
associated with monstrosity. This characterization was established with
the creation of Scylla in Homer's Odyssey: encoded as an emblem of
lust, the fecund female and her yelping, parasitic progeny evoke the
seemingly uncontrollable nature of femininity, and not surprisingly , the
image functions as a locus of male disgust with, and fear of, sexuality
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and reproduction.
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° Marilyn Francus, “The Monstrous Mother: Reproductive Anxiety in Swifty and Pope.” In EIH,
Vol. 61, No.4 (The John Hopkins University Press, 1994), p.829.
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The monstrous — feminine constitutes an important and complex
stereotype which can be broken down into a number of different figures
of female horror: woman as archaic mother, monstrous womb, vampire,
possessed monster, femme castratrice, witch, castrating mother. [...]
those images which define woman as monstrous in relation to her
reproductive functions work to reinforce the phallocentric notion that

female sexuality is a/ojecz‘.6
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® Barbara Creed, The monstrous-feminine: films, feminism, psychoanalysis. (London:

Routledge, 1993), p. 151.
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leave of absence to a mandarin if he, as an only son, requires it in
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Female political power rested on the prestige of key kinship
roles, particularly mother and wife. Critics of female power tried to
weaken this advantage by emphasizing a woman’s innate femininity
over her particular social roles. In other words, they argued that a
woman is female first and a mother second. This shift in priorities
allowed them to denigrate powerful consorts by arguing that women

are intrinsically evil and untrustwon‘/"ly.10

o o o

QI d} dl v a o 1 [ Qll o d a <A 1 ¥
el WinunAassnatqdunegeusy LL@Z@UW@@ﬂ{]UWﬂquﬂﬂﬂ N1TNA1IRN

'
A o o

WANANFDUTNANTINABNTIAREUIINILNITNEY TUANATANTT9AE IAUAAIAINNAALIIIN

1% e '

Ay Y P = o = | - o =
@m?iﬂﬂ')ﬁ‘ﬁl’ﬂﬂﬁ!ﬂLﬂﬁI’JL‘J"ﬂ\iﬂﬁ'j‘u\l'ﬂxﬁlﬂ\ﬂ_ql'a:HLW‘J"]ﬁiuuﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂx‘m’]ﬁ‘ﬂ'ﬂ WA BNTT NNIUNN

&9

NNTANAAIEURIT VTV ALAAL I TIAIUNDAUN AN 1 U N LEIN19N1 T a9 URS A 51T

v
o R o

a v a dl o 1 1% [ o a A Ly o
LLu'Jﬂﬁ‘ll‘ﬂﬁ@‘l’lﬁﬂ\‘i@ﬂﬂ\m@’]‘ﬂﬂﬂ@qﬂLﬂuﬂ@ﬂﬂ{]‘]_lm mﬂ@sl,umslugﬂmm@mumatmm‘m@mn

o =
UAZITULAIAN WAL

Confucianism propounded the viewpoint that “women should not
participate in politics, and if they do, it is a disaster for the state. [...] In

Baihu tong (Discussion of Chinese Classic), the Han Dynasty (202 BCE-

" Bret Hinsch, Women in Early Imperial China (Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield Pub,

2002), p. 107.
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220 CE) Confucian thinkers proposed that “Women have no duty to
become involved in politics, no obligation to govern the masses, and no
need to learn how fo deal with people tactfully.” Both in the dominant
ideology and in the social system, women were prohibited from

participating in politics for thousands of years. !
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Instead of being confined to the inner quarters, women walked
in public places, rode horses, practiced archery, and participated in
hunts. [...] Women were occasionally active on the battlefield: a few

even attained the title of banner lieutenant during the conquest.13
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The example of Princess Hexiao is a case in point. She was the
youngest (some sources say favorite) daughter of the Qianlong emperor.
The princess dressed in man's clothing, practiced archery, and
accompanied her father on the hunt, kiling a deer on at least one
occasion. One (perhaps apocryphal) account reports the proud emperor
saying. “If you have been a boy, | would definitely have made you

. 14
Heir.
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(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998), p. 129.
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held key roles in shamanic performances at court, like Korean, they thus wielded

“positive powers” in the ritual sphere.” AxliulFAdN ADUNNIBIAFTUNUYLHB LU
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My ladies, see how these men accuse you of so many vices in
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fo rule through the emperor. She contributed to China as a country, but
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she gets no credit from historians because she’s a woman.
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representation to create imaginative versions of their historical, real
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It is by writing, from and toward women, and by taking up the
challenge of speech which has bee governed by the phallus, that
women will confirm women in a place other than that which is reserved

in and by the symbolic, that is, in a place other than silence.”’

% $19910 910 http://www.hmhbooks.com/readers _guides/min_empress.shtml %auwﬁumm‘f

A Conversation with Anchee Min
" Hunter College Women’s Studies Collective, Women's Realities, Women’s Choices (New

York: Oxford University Press, 1995), p.27.
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[...] his Yehonala ancestors were Manchu Bannermen who
lived on horseback. Father told me that they were originally from the
Nu Cheng People in the state of Manchuria, [...] My ancestors fought
shoulder to shoulder with the Bannerman leader Nurhachi, who
conquered China in 1644 and became the first Emperor of the Ch’ing

Dynasty.Q8
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According to Mother, after the Manchus conquered China they
discovered that the Chinese system of ruling was more benevolent and
efficient, and they adopted it fully.[...] The Manchus also adopted the
Chinese way of dressing. The only thing that stayed Manchu was
hairstyle. The Emperor had a shaved forehead and a rope-like braid of

black hair down his back called a queue. The Empress wore her hair

*® Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p.3.
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with a thin black board fastened on top of her head displaying

29
ornaments.
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In - my memory, my father was not a happy man. He had been
repeatedly demoted because of his poor performance in the
suppression of the Taiping peasant uprisings. Not until later did I learn
that my father was not totally to blame. For years China had been
dogged by famine and foreign aggression. Anyone who tried on my
father’s shoes would understand that carrying out the Emperor’s order

. . . . 31
to restore peace in the countryside was impossible.
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° Anchee Min, Empress Orchid. p. 4.
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Before the 1911 Revolution the Taiping Rebellion (1851-1864)
was the biggest subversive movement against Qing rule: no wonder it
provided an inspiration to many late Qing revolutionaries including
Zhang Binglin, and it was frequently held that anti-Manchuism was

revived with the Taip/ngs.32
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[...] - that the Taipings were peasant rebels, that they had
adopted Christianity, and that their leader, Hong Hsiu-chuan, claimed

he was the younger son of God, the brother of Jesus.”

fapouTuuntisedfiuaenafediu@sn JA.G. Robert lHadunaianlilueu
= s rdl g F I o a o QI %
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In 1843 Hong failed the examinations for a fourth time and after
returning home picked up the tracts he had been given years
previously. They seemed to provide him with the key to his dreams: the
venerable man was God the Father, the middle-aged man his son,
Jesus Christ, and Hong himself was God’s Chinese son, who had been
entrusted with the task of restoring the true faith to China.”!
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* Anchee Min, Empress Orchid. p. 214.

* Robert, J.A.G, A History of China (New York : Palgrave, 2006), p.173
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The peasants had started to rebel openly, he informed me. He
was ashamed of his inability to reverse the situation. His worst
nightmare had become a reality — the peasants had begun to join the
Taiping uprising. Reports of looting and destruction came from every

36
corner.
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* Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 38.
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He described [the Taiping uprising] as a wildfire that jumped
from province to province, crossing the country and reaching as far as

chinli’’
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Tseng Kuo fan was said to be a level-headed, dogged Chinese
in his fifties. He had risen from a poor peasant family and had been
appointed in 1852 to command the army in his native Hunan. He was
known for his thorough methods of drilling his men. He had
successfully suppressed the Taiping strongholds on the Yangtze River,

which earned him praise from the anxious and impatient ca,oita/.38
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" Anchee Min, Empress Orchid.p.144.
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In this morning’s court briefs, | read that General Tseng Kuo-fan
has launched a campaign to drive the Taiping rebels back to Nanking.
Let’s hope he succeeds. His force should be near Wuchang by now.””
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The decline of the Taiping Kingdom was soon imminent.
Comfortable in Nanjing, the leaders started to enjoy the luxurious lives.
Hong himself lost his impetus and lived like a traditional Chinese
emperor, filling his new palace with numerous concubines. The leaders
began to fight among themselves. Eventually, Qing general Zeng
Guofan managed to crush the Taiping army, and the Heavenly Kingdom

came to an end in 1864. 0
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¥ Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 213.
“ Siew Chey Ong, China condensed: 5,000 years of history and culture (Singapore: Times

Editions Marshall Cavendish, 2005) p. 79.
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The Westerners advanced the notion of sovereign equality of
nationals; the Chinese kept up tributary relations and termed Westerners
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as barbarian.
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Yo 3ula1eaieT 1519834 (A.7.1861-1895) (neniinutiIyandatmasunnfuda ¥ uen
sziamansioe auzAallmas umInededsuasunidlsa, 2543).

*“ Marina Warner, The Dragon Empress (Vintage edition: London,1993), p.31

“ Milton W. Meyer, China: a concise of history (London: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers,

Inc., 1994), p. 253.
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China has become a world poisoned in its own waste.[...] It is
true that our ancestors invented paper, the printing press, the
compass and explosives, but our ancestors also refused, dynasty after
dynasty, to built proper defenses for the country. They believed that
China was too civilized for anyone to even think about cha//enging.47
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“ “That year China was still at its greatest extent, ringed like Saturn by countries eager and
accustomed to pledge their dependence on the Sun of Heaven and bring him the tribute of vassals :
Annam, Laos, Siam, Burma to the south; Nepal to the west; Korea, the Ryukyu Islands and Sulu
guarding the long, exposed ocean front to the east and south-east.” Marina Warner, The Dragon
Empress (Vintage edition: London,1993), p.1

“" Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. Xiv.
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It seemed to me that the decline of the Ch’ing Dynasty had
started with the importation of it [opium]. | knew parts of the story well,
others not at all. **

1 2
o

2.4.2.1 24ATNHEUASIN 1 (P.A.1839 — 1842)

' v
a Y ooa o

Tuemmnaugandussusrm e 19 Tugluesensziveinistandouussmiainisisn

'
a

7147 wazini1rtdnn 19w laan1sunnsivingy wanisundftlulananaifludaiia

1 1 ¥ v
NYUNIENHBANUIUE AR UNA N UIANTUAILATZAUA A URININITA1IN ° wanWak

" Anchee Min, Empress Orchid. p.142.
* Jack Gray, Rebellions and Revolutions: China from the 1800s to 2000 (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 2002), p. 25.
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The opium trade did not create this situation, but it exacerbated
it. Hitherto the foreign trade had resulted in a steady increase in
China’s stocks of silver. Now this flow ceased, and it appeared as if
China was exporting silver, in payment mainly for opium, at a rate of

$18 million a year.50
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Although my father banned opium, the corrupt ministers and
merchants managed to carry on a secret business. By 1840, the
situation had become so out of control that half of the court were either
addicts themselves or the supporters of a policy that legalized op/um.51
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* Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 28.

51

Ibid., p.142.
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[...] he arrested hundreds of opium dealers and confiscated
more than a hundred thousand pounds of contraband. [...] In the
name of the Emperor, Lin set a deadline and ordered all foreign
merchants to turn over their opium. [...] But he was ignored. Refusing
fo give in, Commissioner Lin collected the opium by force. On April 22,
1840, Lin set fire to twenty thousand cases of opium. He announced

that China would stop frading with Great Britain. [...] After
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Commissioner Lin’s action, the barbarians declared war against

China.”
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Not content with the trade concessions they had gained through the
Treaty of Nanking, Britain and France began to demand that more ports
and several inland cities be opened and made available for direct trade.
They also insisted that the Qing government make moves to legalize the

opium trade and abolish tariffs.”
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Well, if they hadn’t come with troops. What have the British and the
French done? They have forced me to pay eight hundred thousand

taels more than | was already required to pay. Now they want me to

* Siew Chey Ong, China condensed: 5,000 years of history and culture (Singapore: Times

Editions Marshall Cavendish, 2005) p. 79.
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open Tientsin. Tientsin is the gate of Peking, for heaven’s sake! They
are strangling me with rope...What do they mean by amending the
freaty? It's a savage's excuse! | have already opened ports in
Canton, Shanghai, Foochow and Taiwan. | don’t have any more to
open... [...]l am so ashamed....China’s dignity has been sacrificed. |
have no face to go to the altar anymore. Why can’t you do anything?
Sleep has become impossible. | have been drinking, yes. How else
am | to escape my nightmares? %
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On 8 October 1856, Guangzhou police boarded a Chinese-
owned, but Hong Kong-registered, ship called the Arrow. This ship had
a British captain but a Chinese crew. Hauling down the British flag, the
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police arrested twelve crew members.
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They used the Arrow incident, in which Chinese pirates were
caught sailing under a British flag, as an excuse fo shun him. No
evidence had been provided to substantiate their claims. It all could
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have been a conspiracy against China.
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In May of 1858, Prince Kung brought the news that our soldiers
had been bombarded while still in their barracks. The French and
English forces had assaulted the four Taku forts at the mouth of the
Peiho. Horrified at the collapse of our sea defenses, Emperor Hsien
Feng declared martial law. He sent Kuei Liang, Prince Kung’s father-in-
law, now the grand secretary and the court’s highest-ranking Manchu

official, to negotiate peace.60
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Su Shun was an ambitious and arrogant Manchu in his forties.
He was a tall man with a vigorous frame, and his large eyes and thin,
slightly hooked nose reminded me of an owl. His bushy eyebrows were
uneven, one standing higher than the other. He was known for his wit
and explosive temper. He represented the conservative party of the
court. [...] and he was a greater storyteller. His sense of drama

enhanced the effect. [...]

To the court, Su Shun was a living book of five thousand years
of China’s civilization. The breadth of his knowledge was unparalleled,
and he was the only minister fluent in Manchu, Mandarin and ancient
Chinese. Su Shun enjoyed great popularity among the Manchu clans,

. . . . . . 62
where his anti-barbarian views received wide support.
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“When Emperor Hsien Feng realized the depth of the problem, he promoted Su Shun to
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[...] The most serious obstacle my officers face is the court. |
get no respect from this quarter. They secretly cheered when local
villagers harassed foreign ambassadors and murdered missionaries. |
can't tell you how dangerous such behavior is. It can ignite a war.

The senior clansmen are politically sight/ess.64
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Calling themselves ‘“the Allies”, the British came with 173
warships and 10,000 soldiers, the French with 33 ships and 6,000
soldiers. Then the Russians joined in. Together, the three landed a

force of 18,000 men on the shores of the Gulf of Chihli.

Going against the immense fortified earthworks that straddled

the mouth of the Yellow River and the seaboard, the Allies scrambled

® Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 228.
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ashore, sinking knee- deep in slime, and shot their way to dry ground.

They then began to move toward Pek/ng.66
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On October 13, the barbarians set fire to more than two hundred
pavilions, halls and temples, and the grounds of five palaces. The
flames consumed everything. Smoke and ash were carried by the wind

over the walls. An acrid dense cloud hung above the city [...] o
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For the rest of my life, my mind would return to this scene of
magnificence suddenly transformed into crumbling piles of masonry.
Miles and miles of flames swallowing six thousand dwellings — the
palace of my body and soul [...] In my old age, whenever | tired of
working or thought of quitting, | would go and visit the ruins of Yuan
Ming Yuan. The moment | stepped among the broken stones, | could
hear the barbarians cheering. The image would choke me as if the

smoke still hung in the air.”®
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* Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 240.
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China had no idea what it meant when Japan began pressing
fo expand in a bracelet extending from its main island in the north to
Formosa in the south. [...] In 1871, when some sailors from the Ryukyu
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bandits, the Japanese seized on the incident as an excuse fo
interfere.”
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In their eyes, the long, sword-like shadow crossing the cemetery
cast a spell, and the cursed spirits of their ancestors would come to

haunt them.”®
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So the following day in my spacious courtyard, the Boxer
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When the German Minister, Baron von Ketteler, set out for the
Zongli Yamen on the morning of 20 June to discuss the situation, he was

shot and killed by Boxers. i
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Klemens August von Kelteler was a man of strong views and
had a flaming temper, according to those who knew him. Only a few
days before his death, he beat a ten-year-old Chinese boy with his lead-
weighted walking stick until he was unconscious. The beating took place
outside the German legation in full view of witnesses. Ketteler had

suspected that the boy was a Boxer. [..] The incident infuriated

* Bruce A. Elleman, Modern Chinese warfare, 1795-1989 (London: Routledge, 2001),

p.124.
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thousands of Chinese, who soon gathered outside the legation looking

84
for revenge.
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For China was forced to apologize to Germany and Japan,which meant

enormous indemnities and surrendering natural resources. China was
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ordered to destroy its own defensive facilities and had to accept a

permanent foreign military presence in Pek/ng.”87
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As a female ruler, Cixi was also harshly treated by historians
and fictional writers as usurper and transgressor whose interference in

court politics brought China one calamity after another.’

" Martin W. Huang, Snake’s legs: continuations, rewritings, and Chinese fiction. (University of

Hawaii Press, 2004), p. 225.
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My intercourse with Tzu His started in 1902 and continued until
her death. | had kept an unusually close record of my secret association

with the Empress and others, possessing notes and messages written to
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me by Her Majesty, but had the misfortune to lose all these manuscripts

and pa,oers.2
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Stories of rulers seduced by the charms of young men or women
fill the history books of every dynasty. Bao Si, consort of the last ruler of
the western Zhou, brought down the house of Zhou, Yang Guifel,
consort of Emperor Minghuang, caused the collapse of Tang Empire.
These stories of seduction center on the state-toppler (seductive
woman). [...] A state — toppling woman was a “female disaster” (nuhuo),
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The femme fatale is [...] a specific type of demonized woman.
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University Press, 2011) p. 51.
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independent, self-confident, cold-hearted, destructive — and deadly, for

the man and/ or herself.’
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Physical beauty was therefore at a premium, owing to its rarity.
And there was no denying that the young Yehonala was beautiful.
Although she was short for a Manchu, standing no more than five feet
tall, her face, her winning smile and the perfect symmetry of her figure

made her a worthy rival to the ‘Round-Faced Beauty’ of legend, a

" Patricia Townley Mathews, Passionate discontent: creativity, gender, and French symbolist

art (Chicago: University Of Chicago Press, 2000) p. 98.
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woman men could not look upon without desire, and that the ladies of

court could not choose but envy.8
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So pleased was the Emperor that his favourite had produced
the long-sought heir, he took the new Empress completely into his
confidence, and taught her to classify his memorials, so that there was
a good reason for her to be constantly by his side. And so the young
concubine obtained her first inside view of the workings of the Manchu
regime, and took her first taste of power. Such a position made her
privy to most state documents, a position she was not slow to exploit.
She read avidly, devouring everything that came within reach and was
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soon acting as an unofficial adviser to the Emperor.

atielafinn aindszdfmaniuazflsriusianasnglionninliidaazas

[ + oA o IQ” o ay g o o A
waudaiiANnszna lug A lidugs Acunalalugiuiaaeaunadlfaninudiies
AumsauneniradaunAullsn1e99nInesAintu wedalAnguauiiaza319g1ueuna
2a3u9luradin Wiilutnudy faruanunsonuiiuaaiunszmnalugiuiaaessiaazas

a E/dal % s o‘d‘ = =K : dJ % 1 =K U dl
NEUNH U AANNUNLUTeWUE 784 ZIWZ‘VILE") UANH.T.9 ANONT ﬂﬁ‘ﬁINﬂ]eﬁﬂiﬁﬂ@W')ﬂﬂLLNLLﬂ’]'j‘ﬁ"WEW]

FnazAsLe laUNaIRTLIF TN INALATNANUNAURIAY ANNFILNL AU F LTI w1 e

* Keith Laidler, The Last Empress: The She-Dragon of China (Chichester: John Wiley, 2003),

p.59.



87

o = v o oo v 1 v A o 4 = yo %
WIAHAINTABITON A NANAUS AUz 1A i uandunileasliyaiaualii
i’immfmmmqLmeuﬁumﬁmm%mLﬁmﬁmmmmqLﬂ%apﬁme’éwgmféﬁm@mﬂiu
941100 aztiuldinnisnsenisananawindufluniserauntand niuanuialuaunaAm

BJQI dgj o [ % + a‘:/l o o Q' = d”
ga919 989U AunTEa AU IAIUALLE 251U WA L ENNANINTU 1191919010
dl v 1 a a aa :/J 1 =® Qr Yo
Rarlfnraumrasupupvaua N iiatduluaianau Tneu.9.0 ANOYS s Tualdoananminy

NILPLRIUIATRIFAIALATENWINUL FeRUS 1A A atinad mLagn

v
% o

. 5 o S , y
AUNIFVNLNLTIF190118U UABAANAITUTITOUIMUNITILAD

1%
o 1

éf;u';fmi@umu?)umﬁ@%mﬂuw%i/wuzuumumn@giu@”oﬁ@m Fiudalnglu
Tanisazmiialaiswinsaunamileauduintiulid wilasiazdsevin
utlsznnndlal usinowmetingme s 113 Ua 9 NENNDLTE AN TUEN
Zﬂ'ivzﬁwu?‘yizﬁ m‘?uiﬁ)”émwLz,ai”ofqﬁ\iﬁﬂmngdwﬁwi@mg/ A9INL71701)

o a o :j o v m’ Yo v (4 dgl
@’7%’)@LL@F)’J’)JJW’J@’?M’WU‘M@SW’??HW@ZW@JJZﬁ)ﬂﬁ)QH@’I‘M’W Lﬁ")‘LJLL/?‘EI‘J_I

o

seganuiianssuig AeNuIMNLILTRAINIINTEuse [UA8m 189

tTeyqyuiuud

guilaudidaazesiatauiadalanannliidnwelugruiaaesnuaailuacnemus

¥ v
[ o a A o

walfisriugsiaanisdalinfiudaaiuiatiuizeulfiuguanfangianiddunuanaiy

nsymglfiuanainil Ansuzaesiniainssmaaiunasinanadnsfiudsauisaimanlaeiu

a

ANHOUZAINITNITULLADATDILNIN INFR1VTARALAALADA 1589870 TUNI9ARALATIZIT LA

a

I
a

dl = A4 = o | e A a A ) - 9
L@‘ﬂﬂ@qlﬂ?ﬂ[/3]V’]'J’]N@‘ﬂﬂ\‘]ﬂqu’]”ﬂwéﬁ'gﬂm@‘ﬁqmuﬁ‘@L@?NW@\?LLﬂLLQNiW? ﬂﬂ’]WLLQNVLWﬂSHL@@@

4 o A P o o a a  agy ~ ° Ao '
mﬂﬂLﬂﬂﬂLﬂULﬂ?ﬂﬂL@?NW@Q@WUWQ@‘Wﬁq‘WﬁiﬁLLﬂmu LL@xﬂﬂﬁlﬂqq‘WQﬂu&mNﬂquﬂﬁ‘zﬂqﬂ@%

v
o ©

AABALIAT ANNTEUIEEIUIARAT INTANBNALE uan AU Iiselanwz lasng

aAa a

a & aal ' dl P = | R
YIMNNAUNUNINTEUNLLAR A ﬂ@']ﬁsluﬂqﬁ‘@ﬂ@']\?LV?J@?J@\TLLQNiW?ﬂﬁ@ﬂ')qﬁ\l\‘ﬁﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂlﬂuﬁm\?@]ﬂ

d@l Ql d” % v aal -dl o + v dl v v dl o
‘V]’NL‘Wﬁsﬁ\‘i@\‘iu?ﬂ‘ﬂﬁﬂ@‘ﬂ\iﬂﬂ’]ﬁﬂ’]?%ﬁ@umﬂﬂmL‘W‘ﬂlﬂiﬁﬂ’]‘ﬁ\‘i‘ﬂ’]%’]"ﬂ

* Angis Usnlug, 98 man (ngamne : sulifiadiufindud, 2549), i 127-128.



88

ArIunziganzaulugIuIarasnauidaini liguuisunsaulinalaimeziu

UNETNNIIANANNETWIAUATANATNWNTRNATNY TntlanizitazAsgduLazesfaela

v
o 1

WEIUUATDIATIEAIUIN TIaNAWANLTIUNTz a8 INT89R9ANINTTALREWIN NITLAE
o v 091 d’l A o + oo ¥ 3/’ < @ ! o a a a

LARANEIUNALAANIAT NN T BINAULE RN T Y ARATNANIAUTAUIININANINT IR U
o/ U ] ¥ o o + cal J =3 o e
fapsguuasag liguravasuduigaiansaly wanaufazunagiuiaunazualszlag
NN AFINFINAUAAUNUAIAALS ez Tuanz ety ududasiesfiiudings
YAAATIIAINABANIN NI eI NNt NTAI 1 dun19ga1una luauAn uduLdefudl
a ' dl o a a a dI ° o o ¥ ' o’// 4 J

IANIuNeININIIAR LB NAs sz Tainuarindasatssana s n A linguea]

guiflugdganmanisuniubu wunegaunanueg 1Bfasiaiuiag

2320

o 1R

Tuunisyiusises 9@ man ve9u.9.9 Angns U uglivussanefetlyonduguan

Q

lunisiuiienudngaessaazasielauian wegdnisudyuiiuuuusesasasitueialy

ANARLAAIUIG T UNAIAAT NI TH AT VLN LN UAUANNAIAANINITA INTIZATIUEINAY

' ¥
A o ] o

{huarasiladnAnylunisnuaiunaninuauaziiiueqslunissiedivggu sralasnisativle

PN AINTIRTULN LA WINALEIUINHE eI NIIAIALUIAILAAARITIARBIUIRTA

1 ¥
o o a o {

NIadAlUN1749IN19anNAaztaTaulUNA LN LHLAUAINEIY AULEaFTaduN L Ta1N

' 1
o Y o = S| !

¥ = dl a [~3 Y o o o + o v 1
@’11@@@1‘1)1%1&‘1/]‘1/]@L‘M@ﬂu‘ﬂﬂ@‘ﬂlﬂli&lEI[F]’J‘WMEIﬂN’]Lﬂ‘LIi'JﬂU[F]QM’N NAULDILTRINNYTURL

Y o 1 09// A 9 o @ a < 1 1% 1 1=l
1®?U LLIFNWNSLVL‘]JLLN@WL?"Qﬁ"]‘ﬁﬂ’]?LLNuﬂuﬂquLLﬁlﬁqﬂﬂ?’]ﬂ@’]ﬂmﬁ"]‘ﬂﬂﬂLL@QL°l|’]ﬂ‘ﬂ3~l1=3~lll

u

ANUNAFNFIDENIUTA AT

[ %

annIINgENnredFaarAsdinfugidedingsilidinisaseunsenuenuey

pauEasuTaduN e launaiunau AR uN17ATeLATEIE 1 UIATNE LHAANNATIVNLELAL

!
o v Aa R

5rA199A4ANINITA AB AN UABIE WA TaINHHE T e Ui 1wIAT N AYTE

M A aA A a

Phallus luniamaufaniingizid nsnnduideddalidunvamasugas ualuansinenas
wiriuluniseluevisenas (castrating) 81uNATeuwATE nauEeslAATaLIATEIATINEN
< o ¥ ¥ o = o | o | Aaa o

gernliunglinseunsesduiareanAseaeviniu dena liiunenaneduassniguanig

nsiesiraln wanenitedThe phallic mother 14Le



89

L%

i@ imar: s180%89n5 1au AFaRalllFussenaivaunziwesnzanuly

a '

o [ + e—dl = | dlv A 1 :f; A 1 o a a a =3
ATNUNAUBANIUNQAULDD ‘vmmeLﬂumuﬂuﬂ@mumqmqﬁummmmLmeWﬁmmuLWumﬂ

al

! 2 ¥ '
o e o =X ' [

o yKR a a o a 1% o A v a dl a a a
NINTUFINALWLANNA JAZNATULNTITNAAILTNNDUN ANNWIUIANNANTNITALALIUR

AAAANNNZLE AN UADINAULEDTAZT AU ITIUDNANIANAAA DI UBIUNAURILNATNE 50

a

azAIANINgIALAsUAaNIgAd s uidnnduidafarani Bunuauaiiulun luedumu

v

= = | a 2 3 o ¥ o A & ¥ 1 KR
éﬁxmmﬂmmmqqmm@mmﬂmmwmmiwmmmw:‘zm AAITTA ﬁliﬂ LA AIELWRLAN

1
[

o aal a dl ISR A 4 [l Ddi/ A
VI?\?@’]?VI’QA‘ZTW’]’Q@HWQL@E]L‘W'E]NI‘MUTLLLN@\?l?]'ﬂ\‘iﬁlﬂ@%llﬂ’mlmm’ﬂﬂwﬂﬂl@ﬂu’]\i

¥ o @ Y a o a = | yalala | o '
uarugefug e niinun vuLldes lnTinegse (1 fusaz

e lugivacs 91aaddeaudme Arsaznszargniuaumield ietla

1

whiaivRsugs lung/ludsnane

< PS4 o 1 ¥ Y & =K o o dliz 1
%Lmﬂmqmmmm\‘mmqmmulumumm’mﬂmLL@wwu:nﬂmmmmm

o o

wiganHAunzieensaulugiuna ludsanaunnnunzieenzeuil i duanianifdung

3o

a o a

ds1saunveiudgs dnnauldnanualiassaunssiugueviamzedeuazilssnnia

e®_

o

A = 1o 16) 1 1 o 1 o dlaz a A

NIALANTA NLN[?]M’]LL@%IINNTWELVEQ%J@J\‘] TIUA2ALINNABIAIALATEALENALINAN NITNHUTNN
o o 1 a o Y A | o 1 a al/

ﬂ’ﬂllﬂ?Zﬁqﬂﬁlu@quﬁqﬂﬁ‘:ﬁVl'lﬂ'ﬁ‘L‘ﬁléL@El']ﬂUﬂ;l}‘ﬁ’]ﬂﬂ@Lﬂuﬁ’lﬁluzﬂﬂﬁ]@L@ﬂﬂ?ﬂqWﬂ’]’]NNuﬂ\‘I

o

ananalinualy wsasinalefnnuly

a

o = a o A ° o o =
20989AN AUTURNBAUTR LA TTNNALNIRANLANNAATA
[ dl o = oI/ [ + o o a a a <3 < 1
NUNNTERIAAT T I09N1949U 72U INAULERFANINITALAUULAINLAARAAITIAR BN

o 4 ! dl & ¥ 1 dl 1 dl 3|
NENUNU ﬂ‘ﬂuVI‘Wﬁ‘ZZ‘ﬂ\‘Iﬂ"ﬂg’&'ﬁﬁ‘ﬂﬁliﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂUﬂ?Z@ﬁHLLNuﬂuﬂLLﬂ‘EH’NLﬁqﬁﬁtﬂ[ﬁnsﬁ\ﬂﬂuﬁ‘q‘ﬁ

Taan saudstszunsmanaunie lauan

1 a % Qsj a a % = 1 1
usidenuilnaaz@unseamidguas dudeaasengeslunscan N

a 1 d‘ ] v [t uL = 1 =3 [ v o [
NELNTEAVEHURUYENAS [N TN TUAURNUAL “Lfl?.lﬁ‘ﬂ?:f’)iﬁ?x?ﬁ) LY,

* au anFadail, 98 n: 29390905 (nJanEIUAg: a17ime, 2525), uiin 153,



90

1
o

o o o o . as o @ o o & -
ﬁ’)d@ﬂ?&‘f”’)?@u@?@??/ Wﬁ‘&‘fﬁ"?"lfu@ﬂ@ SALTIUANEINT SR UBN NI ENA A

wusnualitlseusunvie lauan WanseagAAUNssTuaiLaa’

\au anFadaillanuunliidiarasvduidaiogluimnnisainauiiuazidlnysa

Tasn1sduAnazitsaueieilinalfifnazasudasnelfuamsaniloyyilun1sdi9sdeanuia
] o 1 Y o dg/ dl o v v [~3
ANy NezansEuAInaIafTau AU dsunuINAuIIaNAdsazadn TR W19 In G
Aann lwusaaandaamtyyuazivonduni lWAasasnauieafa1usnaaaeaaanas
Tnanvinanensza s wiundsaswindudduseanldlddlasisunadnaaedunieg

anullulvojaaanslfanuga

] = o o o =2 Qf ¥ o 1% =<
wmnu T ulssnusae9N.9.9 ANgNa g T Qﬂ%wuﬁ'lmmamamnwu@m

2 |
1% = A

81919289202 ATLa lEUIANHIURINN1INAAAR A ENRINT89RN WataTauran TEFy

u

v 1
o 3 a o o

wrves liiuaesiniangdipaegivaednagduinuiidiudiiaaananasudonaznidm

[

ARINNNITHBITAIUNN TUAE NENTTUE WINTASLNULETE NG N FUNBAULHUNN9NNAR

anunaraegy lunlseguyuung wlauianlflsyniAnannaunguaquaanainaiumis

1
a o =

fdgasnanisinauanstiuduaianunsvaniiuaunuifeiienn lungauieiaiunsg

4
o %

NanRLUUNANTIFATENaT 9 A NNAdNsIuRmaLsT A uUnetias luny Tunlseaw

o

v :/’ o nll { dl =2 Qr 1% P
wWianiedszniAe uIanIe LN Raan AINN..9 ANGONa ﬂ?’]TN‘ﬂWLI??EI’]EIIl'J’J’] “La

Yy
I dvdlli/cz

UsgAguUIislaeiguyna o4 AulalAdiuuiaelauiardiuasaiunaliilsng snef

u

wiriuanlanda AR laRlandndndegguudiusininen saaniugesnanansenedn o

doe ulaflulnadmiutlegidaud ™

anaanadbaiiugn I naneniuesdmINNe11nanse The phallic mother &9
o ' =< L = ~ @ d a2 v
faian wanguusidausnauiluygmnadanaivinuselauaisaaasnagdneanses

BN BN TRV T LA ATALATANAT UL N LA UAUIBIAN TN I AN AN AEILUFDAUNAUDIE 613 L4

7 au anFadail, 9@ nn: 29380905 (nannEIUAg: a0fime, 2525), uiin 179.

# Angis Usnlug, 98 man (ngamne : ulifiadiufindud, 2549), i 181,



91

iana duanwen1snifingn uauigadiseaesmangdliuaaslifivanguuiuazdiis s

1
=

UInnauiudnamatausatinsnfitnlugaiuianianiaiesdidauas lddlasndanas
UszniAnudludngiuung “With this one stroke, Yehonala had become a wealthy,
. . . . 529 ¥ dgj =2 [ % a a

influential and powerful in her own right. mﬂLuﬁluu%‘l@\‘iﬂmﬂLﬂuaWiQEWﬁwaimw

ANInFnTasiuAInuNn

3.2.1 91911N1INAINIU: ANNANRUSITIE1UIRTENINUNIAZAN

s lANETBIANNNIEUIEAIUIATBIAIALATTA IandaiTian lae iU A NANR S 1T

g1unaszudnsuinargniauiu Assiuliaonluswasuislsedfimaniinusuazanu

v a

192504N TN N AT UBNENAINUs LT RAIRASANGLANLTIUNE DA NI A LS TN A AL ATERY
al o a d” [ dl dl () o o o v
1minwsg@mem‘waﬁmm@ﬂ@ummLummmﬂmm@ﬂﬂmmmﬂmwmuﬂ ANNNTALLEN
o 1 v [~1 s o ] 1% 1 dl F7aN ~1 1 Y o ala
qnmﬂmﬂmaLﬂuﬁnmu@umiﬂ@mﬂummmzvzmslwmaLmammmimmLqmqmum
PAIAULNDRAUBIATUNINT LU AIUNA mmmqmémwmm@ﬂmﬂmsﬁimme‘mqm

Aadeusléinaneilugddasanisununupesdivaedlnagdu ludesssazinaiung

U

THaneniuaunanlfinuazuanserunaiululiuAuan uiiaANgIaInNNITE@I8aIuIA
< 1% Qy dl o a dal a ¥ dl a
ﬂﬂﬂu’]ﬂﬂlﬂ@‘ﬂt@u@@@ﬂLN@@ﬂﬁ‘Wﬁ‘ﬁ‘@m\‘]@‘ﬂ PAFEYWISTUNIELACWIDNNASUIUNTTITNT

LEUAUAENTZBIALEY AINNYNINLIUIAUAIER LTI TN TUHBAWTIABINIZBIAAT FaY

£
[ %

DILAUNTZIITAIUNIANIINNALAANINITA Bas Intangdusiuidandusuazianlatunisnl
o ' ! dl = o o K o dl 1% o o
ananowsluanznaesmengdndunsymin Denszaunanuslfiunfiidsazuunaly Ao

dssaunludunazesaesinangdinedunanasusasingle wedaAgianmauuug1uani

a

o

wazBNFUINAuANANFAa 1wA luNa09WN aziulidndiunanusaseuAsagiinliEng

2 '

Tandaanfindianaesienaazavasls Hudaziaanuinau

* Keith Laidler, The Last Empress: The She-Dragon of China (Chichester: John Wiley, 2003),

p.109.



92

AN ldisiuAgaz AN ATANFaa U aad InaNg ATy LsIng I Y
d‘ . . k4 s v = o
18 The Last Empress 124 Keith LaldlerImmgﬂ%wuﬂmmmmms@;mmemwmLfﬁa
dl d’l 1 4 & al dl dl al @ o @A o
WIAHBINRRAINITNINNTNT I F N TredAles Amikiisediniangdiluinaifegiuia

d” 1o © I Yo (=1 a I | 4 d’l a o
PANUNNTURL AUAT LN UL A TAINTNITUN WA UV TN T LW UL 1A mﬂmmmumumm@

kT u

v v
o [

PBIUNF AN FS LT RN a8 [E g uANA1 A LML Ea9LENa g NaTuEn
wiiileasannstuiegdndasanisuauin uneidngliiunisentdesluguraesianzes
AnawssAnszasAnen uidenaasinangdiumiduneawAusaunnganisn it
= - = = ° ; o ° 4 A a4 w
NLMNENBIALRED LIBUNALITEATULUINAY FIAULAZE1UIAN9NTH e IAE NN Ay

nuAR LU Aaenani

Yehonala would lose even the title Empress Dowager in favour
of the late Emperor’s spouse and with it the remainder of her influence.
She would remain an Empress Dowager of a senior generation,
theoretically of higher status, but she would not be the Empress
Dowager. Obscurity beckoned. She would be relegated to some
backwater, far from the wellsprings of power, and forgotten. And, quite
as hard to stomach, her now-hated cousin Skota, the Empress of the
Eastern Palace, would retain all her ranks and distinctions, as these
honours were based on Sakota’s position as wife of the late Emperor,

Hsien Feng.3O
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No doubt she had expected Tung Chih to remain compliant, allowing

her exert her influence from behind the scenes.31
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Tzu Hsi: [heaving a deep sigh]: Alas! Li, people begin to think

that my days are over. They look for my retirement.

Li: But the Holy Mother will never retire.
Tzu Hsi: | don’t know about that. The Regency cannot last much longer.
Li: | am told that the Eastern Empress Dowager is looking

forward to her retirement. She talks of taking up

Buddhism.
Tzu Hsi: She is an imbecile.
Li: Quite so, Your Majesty.
Tzu Hsi: Nevertheless, were | altogether to retire when the young

Emperor assumes charge, | might be called an
imbecile by anybody, | suppose, for it would be true,
and safe to say it. Yet to give up and still to hold on is

no easy thing.

*! Keith Laidler, The Last Empress: The She-Dragon of China (Chichester: John Wiley, 2003),

p. 136.
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Li: But for the Holy Mother there always are ways.
Tzu Hsi: There are many ways. But to select the right one!
Li: Your Majesty’s choice is always r/ght.32
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The Emperor began to assert himself, refusing to submit official
papers to Yehonala for her comments, and gradually but inexorably
reducing his mother’s participation in government. By himself, the
Emperor might never have dared so much, but A-lu-te applauded and
encouraged his increasing confidence and autonomy, and eager to
please his new wife, the slow paring away of his mother’s authority
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Yehonala must have been aware of the implications. A
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intestate. And so he must die young.40
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Tzu Hsi, however,was too determined to retain her position and
power to allow any weight to attach to sentimental, religious, or other
considerations. If, in order to secure her objects, a violation of the
ancestral and House-laws were necessary, she was not the woman to
hesitate, and she trusted to her own intelligence and the servility of her
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Seniority guarantees obedience to authority [...] and it
reinforces the concept of leadership. [...] The fear of recognizing

others as senior was grounded in the reality that senior deprive juniors
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of some part (s) of their personal or communal autonomy, i.e. their self-

governing functions. Seniors had legitimate moral rights over jun/'ors.45
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Both Li Hung-chang and Yehonala played their part in this
tragic fiasco, for both had siphoned off the funds earmarked to buy
shells for the warships. Yehonala’s ‘cut’ was used to finance the
renovation of her Summer Palace, where she continued to amuse
herself with amateur theatricals and boat-trips, even as her country’s

2 . 51
warships were sunk and her sailors destroyed.

o

= Y o a =K 1 = [ 1 1 A
ﬂWHG1®L@W1%QWUL°1IEILL°IJ@Q hRYAN ﬁ’]’]ﬂJiMWﬂi@‘ﬂ@x‘Iﬁ@iW LENNLAIINITNILLUNAIATIN

t% a

1I3eAInan LnuNNaaedATseLdui ATeeue luns s e g se UL Aad aa41nLan

a q

a v v Aa [ [ Adl a dy Dd‘ @ d} Y o o
ﬁ@ﬁ]@ﬂﬂ”lﬁ)ﬁﬂuﬁ‘UNﬁ’ﬂ’ﬂUﬂUﬂQ’]N’ﬂﬂﬁlﬂVILﬂﬂ“llu LL@tB;l]‘VI[ﬂﬂLﬂuLVﬂ‘ﬂLﬂ?’]ZM?’]ﬂ?UU’]ﬂﬂ\i

* Angns Ustug, 980mar (ngawmn: wulfladiufindud, 2549), uiin 309.
*! Keith Laidler, The Last Empress: The She-Dragon of China (Chichester: John Wiley, 2003),
p.179.



112

o

1 A o a dl =) a o a dlall o 1
NANIAR ANTNTTANIINTGA u’]\‘i’Nﬁlqﬂu"ﬂﬂ?W‘j‘ﬁ‘ﬂﬂq’NSI]’J‘V]ﬂ?ZZ‘VI’m’]?IQEW@HW?LL@?JVLNLE‘T]H’]

el al

29ANNAALIWTLWN wAN1saiiAniauasenaauans it Buluddnnnves

o dl a 9/9/d| a [ % o dl | ! ¥ dgj
G]’J@Zﬂﬁ‘VI‘WEl’]EI’]ﬁJ“ljﬁﬁQWNN@IWEﬂ’ﬂu?UNﬁ‘ﬁ@UﬂUﬂ’Iﬁ‘ﬂﬁ‘Z‘V]’Wl puLagLiuna mmwluh

o =R ! [ ¥ o dld 1o a
mﬂmmmﬂ‘izwuﬁmmqmmmmmmLﬂug{m‘wmLLngmem@mmﬂuM

She had to blame someone for the disasters that had deprived her
and her capital of festivities whose splendor should have gone down,
making her name glorious, to all posterity;, and it was not surprising,
therefore, if she heaped reproaches on the Emperor for entering upon

So disastrous a war without her full knowledge and consent.”
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The defeat by Japan, and the humiliating Treaty of Shimonoseki, had
produced a seismic change within some parts of the Chinese

establishment.”
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If China emulated the root and branch reforms seen in Japan ‘she will
become strong and prosperous in ten years, and within twenty years
she will become a powerful nation, able to recover her lost territories
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and to avenge her humiliations’.
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Kuang Hsu was impressed by the reformer’s analysis of the
situation, which paralleled his own. [...] He saw the main threat as
nothing less than the total dismemberment of China, the partition of the
Empire among all the Powers, and concluded that ‘China is confronted
with the greatest danger in her history’. Kuang Hsu ordered three copies

of the document made, and sent one to Yehonala.”
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She [Tzu-Hsi] intended to spare his life, she informed a terrified Kuang
Hsu, but he would be held here, at the Ocean Terrace under the
Strictest scrutiny — his every action, his every word, noted and reported

to her.”

o I o o A | a dl dl a = %
nisgnaesanegnieludmintaiunistlaainnismasuluainedjlauuas Avndnman
Tunisnaufanuiannuiilundsideasdnsnesaviuda Tuanzimaoiudaiuainiuangli
WIUNNINANNAULNLIMNIUNATRIA Az ATINaRLlasarAsTanduTugmnatniely

81UIANNIAILANTBIAIaTATUINuA T NANTna luWuhTlauny ananaalfidn Answesh

o o A L

NONEIMNFNNAFUTIEUNA TuN9inAseslsvinAatineanysnl uldnszesfasdalinseaus

1S Ce

= ] [~1 v a [~1 ¥ A o ] 9
mwammmmmnmﬂunwmﬂ LL@W’YJ’]NLﬂu‘ﬁ’mﬂ]‘ﬂ\‘w\lﬁ‘mﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬁlﬁﬂiﬂW?ﬂNﬂUﬂQ’mWWﬂLLW
=K o :/J 3 A % (| dl o 1 1 :/j o n:ll
mﬂm?gﬂﬂmmwlummu VNLM@@i’)LLﬁILWﬁI\?“ﬁ@M’]LLMH\‘ILV]’]‘LALL AN Bland LA
Blackhouse na1al811aNuden China under the Empress Dowager: being the history of
. . . X o 1 o A dl 1% a dl
the life and times of Tzu Hsi D4ANNUITUARAKIANANANINIIANINEINIILszaning
al A A v 1 a udl da/ dl o
naagoyidelaalaniauazadnnsznesasumenuAn ndNazWuydssinelagninanalas

=
WITUTA e

Kuang Hsu's reign was over; there remained to him only the
Imperial title. He had had his chance; in the enthusiasm of youth and
new ideas he had played a desperate game against the powers of
darkness in high places, and he had lost.”
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Tzu Hsi then settled down to her work of government, returning to it
with a zest by no means diminished by the years spent in retreat. And
first she must justify the policy of reaction to herself, to her high
officials, and the world at large. She must get rid of offenders and

surround herself with men after her own heart.”
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Shortly thereafter an ancient marble stele was said to have been
discovered in the northern forests of the Manchu heartland. Written
upon it was a prophecy, a warning against a future Manchu female of
Yeho-Nala clan — were she to establish dominion over the Manchu, she

would most certainly bring the nation to ruin and destruction.’’
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[This vision was confirmed when Soothsayer Fu examined the infant
and spied a birthmark on her left breast.] Fu saw in the birthmark... the
outline of a fox. He knew very well that “the mark of the fox” was the
mark either of a good or evil omen....He found an old Manchu

prophecy.... [that] stated that [Manchu]rule...would someday be

®! Keith Laidler, The Last Empress: The She-Dragon of China (Chichester: John Wiley, 2003),

P.XXi.
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ended forever by a great woman of the Yehenara clan bearing the

mark of the fox.”
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A witch could also be identified by the presence of the “Devil’s
mark” or the “witches’ teat” on her body. [...] Puritan doctrine had it
that the mark was placed on the witch’s body by the Devil at the
signing of the covenant, to seal their bargain and allow him (o
recognize her as one of his followers. [...] Although the mark or teat
could be located anywhere, it was most often found on or around a

’ . 1,63
woman’s breasts or vagina.
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This story claims that Yehonala’s son was not her son at all.
The child had been purchased secretly from Chinese peasants and
smuggled into the Forbidden City at the time of Yehonala’s
confinement. She subsequently passed the infant off as her own, and
the offspring of the Emperor. [...] But if Yehonala did pass off another
couple’s child as the Emperor's son she knew that the doors to power

and wealth would fly o,oen.65
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Empress: It's your illness. They say your Majesty should look out!

Hsien Feng: My illness! Why should | look out? You all have talked a
lot, but the only person who has helped has been Yi
[Yehonala]. Why, she herself mixes my medicine for

safety.

Empress: That’s it! Look out! She may be putting something in your

medicine.
Hsien Feng:  [sitting up on the Bed and confronting her]. What? What
do you say?

Empress: [frightened more by his appearance than by his tone]. Oh,

Goddess of Mercy! Your Majesty has been poisoned! n
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" Maurice Collis, The motherly and auspicious: being the life of the Empress Dowager Tzu
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It was alleged that the towel marked for the Emperor had first
been rubbed over the open, active pustules of a smallpox victim, and
then proffered to the Celestial Prince. [...] under the supervision of
Yehonala’s confidant the Grand Eunuch, Li Lien-ying, to diligently wipe
the Emperor’s face with the virus-permeated cloth, so ensuring his

. . 73
infection.
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The Empress of the Eastern Palace, Sakota, was quite happy
to oblige. For her, submission was easy. she was not a political animal
and her lack of education (she could not speak or write Chinese, and
her written Manchu was weak) was an additional handicap. Sakota
was the icon of Confucian femininity: wanting pleasure and prestige

without responsibility and posing no threat to male su,oremacy.76
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In the minds of some males, there are two kinds of women: the
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intimacies; the Madonna is pure and on a pedestal above all lustful

. . . 77
feelings, desires, and impulses.
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She was well aware that Tzu An could never become, of
herself, a formidable rival, but should she hereafter enjoy the
Emperor’s confidence and support, and instigate him to become the
centre of a faction against her (which he did), there might be danger in

the situation for herself. As the Emperor's minority approached its end,

" Gerald A. Larue, Sex and the Bible (University of Michigan: Prometheus Books, 1983),

p.71.
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it therefore became the more necessary for her to take all possible

, 78
precautions.
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[...] and a heated argument took place in front of the
assembled court, Sakota reminding Yehonala that her original rank had
been concubine and that she, Sakota, had been Hsien Feng’s consort
and therefore indisputably of higher rank. She endeavoured to
embarrass her cousin further by demanding that she stand slightly
behind her during the ceremonies [...] But she [Yehonala] knew that
the incident had been designed to embarrass her, and to diminish her

authority. "

’® J.0.P. Bland and E. Blackhouse, China under the Empress Dowager: being the history of
the life and times of Tzu Hsi (London: William Heinemann, 1911), p.149.
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fFor a woman of Yehonala’s undoubted arrogance, whose
desire for total power was limitless, it must have been galling in the
extreme to realize that throughout all her days of victory and triumph
she had been in fact at the mercy of someone whose abilities and

political skills she disdained. Sokata could have had her put to death
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at any point since the dangerous days at Jehol when they had

tfriumphed over Su Shun and his co—conspirators.ao
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an early age. My life was shaped by forces at work before | was born.
The dynasty’s conspiracies were old, and men and women were caught
up in cutthroat rivalries long before | entered the Forbidden City and
became a concubine. [...] My world has been an exasperating place of
ritual where the only privacy has been inside my head. Not a day has

gone by when | haven't felt like a mouse escaping one more trap. !
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Guarding myself from criticism, | listen but speak little.
Thoroughly schooled in the sensitivity of men, | understand that a
simple look of cunning would disturb the councilors and ministers. [...]
While the men at court sought to impress each other with their
intelligence, | hid mine. My business of running the court has been a
constant fight with ambitious advisors, devious ministers, and generals

who commanded armies that never saw battle.”
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Peking was the political center of an ancient empire in which
ambitious men engaged in a continual struggle for leverage and
position, so she [Tzu-hsi] lived in a world of conspiracy and poisonings
and forced suicides, but a careful reexamination of the evidence

shows that she did not commit any of them.”
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It pains me to admit that our dynasty has exhausted its
essence. In times like this | can do nothing right. | have been forced to
witness the collapse not only of my son, at the age of nineteen, but of
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contributed to my situation, | feel stifled and on the verge of
suffocation. China has become a world poisoned. in its own waste. [...]
Confucianism has been shown to be flawed. China has been defeated.
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Mother began to sob again and said that her husband didn’t
deserve this. She gained no sympathy. The next dawn the footmen
abandoned the coffin. Mother sat down on a rock by the road. She
had a ring of sores sprouting around her mouth. Rong and Kuei
Hsiang discussed burying our father where he was. | didn’t have the

heart to leave him in a place without a tree in s/ght.7
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One day an edict arrived. To everyone’s shock the Emperor

dismissed him.

Father came home deeply shamed. He shut himself in the
study and refused visitors. Within a year his health broke down. It
didn’t take him long to die. Qur doctor bills piled up even after his
death. My mother sold all of the family possessions, but we still

couldn’t clear the debts.”
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My mother was raised the Chinese way, although she was a Manchu
by blood. [...] My grandparents on my mother’s side were brought up
in the Ch’an, or Zen, religion, a combination of Buddhism and Taoism.
My mother was taught the Ch’an concept of happiness, which was to
find satisfaction in small things. | was taught to appreciate the fresh air
in the morning, the color of leaves turning red in autumn and the

water’s smoothness when | soaked my hands in the basin.’
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I would have felt miserable if | hadn’t seen a group of coolies
carrying heavy buckets on bamboo poles across their bare shoulders.
The men were collecting feces for the night-soil merchants. They

moved slowly toward waiting boats by the canal.””

" Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 9.
" Ibid., p. 8-9.
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I went to the neighbors and peddlers at the vegetable market
hoping to find work. | carried loads of yams and cabbages, and
cleaned the stalls after the market closed. | had a few copper pennies
each day. Some days no one hired me and | would come home
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| wished that | had the courage to say no to Mother. | did not
have any choice. Rong and Kuei Hsiang were too young to help
support the family. Rong had been suffering from severe nightmares.
To watch her sleep was to watch her going through a torture chamber.
She tore up the sheet as if possessed by demons. She was constantly
afraid, nervous and suspicious. [...] My brother went the other way. He
was disoriented, careless and lazy. He gave up his books and would

do nothing to he/p.15
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Mother took us to Peking’s most prestigious teahouse, in an
expensive shopping district called Wangfooching. For the first time
Mother spent like a rich lady. She tipped the busboy, the kitchen
hands, even the stove man. The owners themselves brought the finest
wines to our table. | was glad to see Mother happy. My being chosen
had changed the condition of her health overnight. She looked well
and was in exuberant spirits. We drank and celebrated. | had no real
reason to be proud, because my good looks had nothing to do with
me. But | thanked my self for having had the courage. | would have

missed the opportunity if | had hesitated or carried myself ,ooor/y.16
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It was the longest bath | had ever had. By her touch it felt as if
she were having me to herself for the last time. [...] | wanted to get out
of the tub and embrace her. | wanted to say, “Mother, | am not
leaving.” | wanted her to know that without her there would be no

lmap,o/ness.18
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I let down the curtain to hide my tears. | was preparing myself
fo not see my family for a long time. This was what Mother wanted, |
convinced myself. A poem she read to me when | was little came to

mind:

Like a singing river

You break out to flow freely
| am the mountain behind
Happily | watch you

Memory of us

'® Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 53.
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Full and sweet

My memories were full and sweet indeed. They were all | had,

and | was taking them with me. "

NNIUITLNUANTANTBNFIAZATHIULNNAINA L WiBANENI LA AN
nénaliilsanseuailneanizud araduiusiainanaessiazasianinasanistingue

ANANEIAN NI UL LN AU U TN NIALABALNAININTTANIAD T ATAANT NN

a

1
1y 1

aa dl % < 1 ¥ % ¥ o v dl
UBDILLNNE mﬁhﬁummmﬂmmﬂmmm WWN’]‘LLN’]VLQT]@WEL‘]J‘LlLL‘LI‘LI‘ﬂE’NeLﬁﬂ@QEIVLNVHWI«L’W]

9/ 1
| aa

gy 9 a o = wy v
LLNWW@QW@@]L ﬂﬁﬁLL@ﬂQ@@IﬁLﬂu@ﬂﬁ'WTﬁ' ANM ﬂl@ququLﬁJ@\?Iﬁiﬂ

d” dl a { & a
4.2.3 NUNIINAN: ANINNITUITNINHNRIN

9/ '
a @

dsztAuirasuiniiulszinunianaiusonu i luanudiousesdud vl ilseius

Iinaualiiudnnunilfiduineaudainanun visedelgnadieaiaaminbiu sanivum

1
a o

NAUNUNUIMAIATYFIaNNINAaNaaNAIALIagatande A9N6ua ulufiesnisiiaus

o O

o o o  a = v & o A A
ARAAARINUANRTLIYURY John  Archer Gﬁ\‘]LL@ﬁ\ilﬁLﬁuquuWLﬂum"Jﬂ']VUEﬁgﬂLLUU

7
=

AHANNUS sz udnany el fiaaiulidnaniu aniuzisamedD wanaini Nundadsdnsna

FlNNINARNAINANTNAR 1A a19uniANNGANTasHatanAEanIui

In terms of cognition and practice, built space thus plays an
instrumental role in shaping categories of external relations by which
people relate to each other, such as status and gender. In addition,
built space plays an equally crucial role in shaping internal states of

being and awareness — things such as feelings, sentiment, and effect.”

'® Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 56-57.
2% John Archer, Architecture and suburbia: From English villa to American Dream House

(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2005) p. 5.
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What | was beginning to like about him was that he managed
fo rise above his personal tragedy. [...], a weakness many considered
evil. | couldn’t help but feel for their suffering. The truth was that |

myself desired the same compassion.

Women in China dreamed about becoming me without knowing
my suffering. By identifying with the eunuchs, | tended my heart’s
wound. The eunuchs’ pain was written on their faces. They had been
gelded and everyone understood their misfortune. But mine was

hidden.”*
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The concubines stared at me. Their toothless jaws cracked
open. Their hair was so thin that they looked bald. | had never seen

such grave —looking ladies. Their backs were hunched and their limbs

*® Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 70.
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reminded me of gnarled trees on the tops of mountains. There was no
frace of past beauty on these facts. | couldnt imagine any of them
being the subject of an emperor’'s passion. The women raised their
stick-thin arms toward the sky. Claw-like hands made scratching
motions. [...] They rose, narrowing their eyes. Their expressions were

preo’az‘ory.27
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| became aware of the constant presence of eunuchs. Most of
the time they stood against the walls, silent and expressionless. Big
Sister Fann had warned me that the experienced eunuchs were
dreadful and that they fed on other’s misfortune. “The young ones are
better,” she has said, “especially the newcomers, who are still
innocent. The eunuch’s nastiness doesn’t show until they reach

adulthood, when they realize the significance of their loss.” [...], the

" Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 99-100.
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powerful eunuchs ran the Forbidden City. They were masters of

. 1428
intrigue.
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Like everyone in China, | used to think of the Son of Heaven as
a god - like figure, the dragon who penetrated the universe. Today |
saw a man whose delicate shoulders were having trouble carrying the
nation’s burden. [...] The irony was that he would never get to be the
simple man he desired to be. Tomorrow morning, in front of his

audience, he had to fake himself.”’
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I remembered that my father had done the same after he had
been removed from his post. | wished that | could tell Emperor Hsien
Feng how selfish and unmerciful he was to his people. “Dying is cheap

and living is noble.” | groaned like a drunken /ao’y.30
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were waiting for his instructions. | feared that | would be held
responsible — a concubine who had seduced the Emperor. | begged
Hsien Feng to resume his duties. When my efforts failed, | picked up
the documents and started to read to him. | read the questions from
the letters aloud. Hsien Feng had to think of a reply. [...] He came to
enjoy this. He praised my ability and quick wit. In a few weeks |

. h . 34
became Emperor Hsien Feng’s unofficial secretary.
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avoided the word “deserts.” “A dragon needs a head. An empty

capital will encourage looting and destruction. Emperor Chou Wen-
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wang of the Han Dynasty chose to abscond during his kingdom’s
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Emperor Hsien Feng had not visited me since | had left. My
longing for him drove me to thoughts of white silk ropes. The little kicks
inside my belly brought me back and steeled my will to survive. |
reflected on my life, struggling to maintain my composure. Hsien Feng
had never been mine to begin with. It was simply the way things

40
were.
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I [Orchid] began to study Buddhist manuscripts. | prayed that
my child would be content to grow inside me. | prayed that my
nightmares wouldn’t disturb his growth. If | produced a girl, | still

wanted to feel happy and blessed.”
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As if to add more chaos to my life, Chief Eunuch Shim told me
that | would not be allowed to raise my own child. | was considered
“one of the prince’s mothers,” but not the only one. ‘It is the Imperial
tradition,” Shim said coldly. Naharoo would also be responsible for the
daily care and education of my child, and she would have the right to
fake my child away from me if | refused to cooperate with her. The
Manchu clan and Emperor Hsien Feng both believed that Nuharoo’s
Imperial blood qualified her to be the chief mother of the future prince.
No one had ever accused me of being a concubine from a lower

class, but my background as a village girl and my father’s status as a

** Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 187.
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low — ranking governor were an embarrassment that the court and the

43
Emperor never forgot.
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Yehonara was only a surrogate mother and had little to say
about raising her own child. The job of breast- feeding the boy was
given to wet nurses, and palace eunuchs looked after the child
around the clock. Yehonara's contact with her son was limited to
ceremonial calls on auspicious occasions determined by astrologers.
The shaping of a potential emperor was too important to leave to his

illiterate mother.”
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If love was all she had for Tung Chih, | would gladly let her have her
way. But my instincts as a mother ran deep, and | felt that any trust

would be m/s,o/aced.45
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Tung Chih would be stripped of his birthright. Su Shun would
eventually achieve his own ambitions through Tung Chih. He would run
the empire in the name of Hsien Feng for his son. He would expose
Tung Chih’s weakness and then create an excuse to overthrow him

and proclaim himself as the ruler.”
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As the day passed, the tension between Su Shun and me grew so
intense that we had to avoid each other. [...] Su shun had created and

spread every rumor he could to paint an evil portrait of me .
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| asked Nuharoo to bring Tung Chih. | wanted him to witness
his father’s struggle to perform his duty. Nuharoo rejected the idea.

She said that Tung Chih should be exposed to glory, not shame.

| could have fought with Naharoo. And | almost did. | wanted to
tell her that dying was not shameful, nor was having the courage to
face reality. Tung Chih’s education should begin at his father’s
deathbed. He should watch the signing of the treaties and remember

and understand why his father was CI’)//I’IQ.48
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| was heartbroken when | saw how my son was being taught to

misread reality. He couldn’t distinguish fact from fantasy. The false

“ Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 245
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notions packed into his little brain made him vulnerable. He believed

that he could tell the sky when to rain and the sun when to shine.

Against Master Chih Ming’s advice, Naharoo’s repeated interference
and Tung Chih’s own inclination, | forced my way with my son, which
drove him farther from me. | believed that this was of the utmost

. 49
importance.
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If Tung Chih had accepted my rules, | would have swallowed
the insult, because all | desired was for him to be a fit ruler. He could

interpret my intentions any way he wanted. My feelings would not be

* Anchee Min, Empress Orchid, p. 271.
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hurt even if he hated me at the beginning. | believed that he would

thank me in the future.”
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I whipped harder. “This is to make you hear the sound of
foreign cannons. This is to make you read the treaties!” | felt the
collapsing of an emotional dam. An invisible arrow shot through my
head. [...] As if acting under its own power, the whip changed
direction. In stead of landing on Tung Chih, it landed on me. The
sound was loud and crisp. Like a hot snake, the leather wrapped

around my body, leaving its bloody trace with every s/a,o.51
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I noticed that he had stopped calling me Mother. When he had
fo address me, he called me Huang — ah- pa, a formal name meaning
“Imperial Mother.” But he called Naharoo Mother, in a voice that was

full of warmth and affection.”
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| once saw my son and Nuharoo playing. Tung Chih was
studying the map of China. He loved it when Nuharoo failed to locate
Canton. She begged him to let her quit. He granted her wish and
offered her his arms. He was altracted by her weakness. Protecting
her from me made him feel like a hero. Yet | couldn’t unlove my son. |
couldn’t escape my affection. The moment Tung Chih was born, | knew
that | belonged to him. | lived for his well-being. There was nothing
else but him. If | had to suffer, | made yo my mind to take it. | was prepared o

do anything to help Tung Chih avoid the fate of his father.”
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It was on a morning in early winter that Doctor Sun Pao tien
broke the news that my son was not going to live. | trembled in front of
the doctor like a young tree in a storm. My mind’ eye saw red lanterns
floating down from the ceiling. | tried to understand the doctor, but |
couldn’t. He was explaining Tung Chih’s condition, but it sounded as if
he were speaking a foreign language. Then | must have passed out. %
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| examined the growing pustules on my son’s skin and wished
that they were on my own body. | begged for Heaven's mercy and

prayed: ‘Please do not be too cruel to a mother.’ o
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My hands had developed blisters. | had been doing too much
work, cutting up hens, ducks, fish and snakes and offering them at
sacrificial altars. | looked up at the sky and cried, “The hungry demons
have been well fed. By now they are so full they should leave my son
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‘The truth is that | [Tung Chih] was not inspired. My teachers said |
had to feel it first and then describe it.’ [..] | was writing but wasn't
feeling anything. Believe it or not, since my days are numbered, | have
been full of inspiration.’[...] ‘Mother, | have a poem for you, right here.’

He pointed at his head. ‘May | recite?’ ‘| [Orchid] don’t want to hear it.’

‘Mother, you will like it. It is called “To a Love.” 2
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Before spring, an official accused me of ‘precipitating the
Emperor’s relapse.’ | paid no attention to this, the idea was ridiculous.
What | didnt expect was that the story made its rounds and was
picked up and published by a respected English journal. It made me
the center of an international scandal — the prime suspect of Emperor

Tung Chih’s ‘murder.’ -

® Anchee Min, The Last Empress, p. 102.
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I couldn’t forgive myself even after the eunuchs were punished.
Guang-hsu’s suffering pained me. | began to doubt my making him
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Emperor.
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Although it was true that | did not adopt Guang-hsu out of love, | grew
to love him. | could not explain how it had happened, nor did | feel the
need fo. Salvation was what | found in the little boy. Anyone who was
once a mother or who had the misfortune to lose a child would

understand what happened between Guang-hsu and me.*
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The diagnosis was delivered, and it broke my heart: Guang-
hsu had a lung condition. He had contracted bronchitis, and was
vulnerable to tuberculosis. The image of Tung Chih lying on his bed
came back to me. | held Guang-hsu in my arms and wept. %
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Now | begged Guang-hsu to open the door. | said | had | lost
Tung Chih and | could not go on living if I had to lose him. [...] | said
that | was willing to work to mend our relationship. | let him know that

his refusal to pick himself up hurt me more than anything.66

* Anchee Min, The Last Empress, p. 214.
* Ibid., p. 318.
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“Females stay out of the court’s business; that is the Imperial
fradition.” Shu Shun emphasized that it was for the couniry’s benefit

that his administration bypass us. [...] Su Shun continued, his chest
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heaving. “One of the ancient sages of China foretold that China would

be destroyed by a woman. | hope we do not hasten the o’ay.67
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When the court talks about putting the power back in my
hands, it means their hands. My role has been a ceremonial one. The
only time | become important is when | am needed as a figurehead. It
is to lend legitimacy to the princes, grandees and high mandarins —

the people who possess true power.

*" Anchee Min, The Last Empress, p. 272-273.

* Ibid., p. 197.
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If this was the way we prepared Tung Chih to be the next
emperor, the dynasty was doomed. | decided to take the matter into
my own hands. In my eyes, the situation was of national significance.

All I knew was that my time was running out.”
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| dined alone after the day’s audience. | no longer paid
attention to the parade of elaborate dishes and ate from the four bowls
An-te-hai placed in front of me. They were usually simple greens, bean
sprouts, soy chicken and steamed fish. | often took a walk after dinner,
but today | went straight to bed. | told An-te —hai to wake me in an

hour because | had important work to do.”
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I was much more interested in learning what was going on in
the countryside than in listening to ministers who had never set foot
outside Peking. | found most of the discussions boring and the
solutions lacking in . common sense. | was amazed by the differences
among the royal princes, the Manchu clansmen, and the governors
and generals, mostly Han Chinese who smelled of gunpowder. | was
impressed by the Chinese simply because they injected a note of
reality. Officers of Manchu origin loved to argue about ideology. They

shouted patriotic slogans like schoolchildren.”
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[...] | taught by example that ruling our vast country was a balancing
act. | hinted that placing trust in his [Guang-hsu] ministers would not
be good enough to secure his position as the one and only ruler of
China. [...] I let Guang-hsu watch how | played both men against each
other as | turned the court into a real-life stage.73
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Convinced that China should make widespread improvements, Li built
weapons factories, shipyards, coal plants and railways. With my
approval and support he also funded China’s first postal and telegraph
services, its first schools of technology and schools for foreign-

language /'m‘erprez‘ers.74
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His education included Western studies. For the first time in
palace history, two tutors in their twenties were hired. They were from
Peking’s foreign-language school and were here to help teach the

throne English. [...] My dream for Tung Chih was being realized

™ Anchee Min, The Last Empress, p. 142.
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through Guang-hsu. Tutor Weng was introducing him to the idea of the
universe, and Li Hung-chang and Chang Chih-tung were offering him
their knowledge of the world, gained through experience. [...] |
disagreed with Tutor Weng’s emphasis on classic Chinese literature.
The classics dwelled too much on fiction and fatalism. ‘Guang-hsu

must learn the true makeup of his people,’ | insisted.”
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With Robert Hart’s help, we hired foreign missionary scholars to head
our schools in the capital. At Li’s suggestion, | encouraged the
Manchus to send their son and daughters to study abroad. [...] For
me, if Manchus were to maintain their position as rulers, wider

knowledge and perspective were as important as power itself.”
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| was more concerned about Japan’s growing aggression and
encouraged the Emperor to work with Li Hung-chang in setting up an
admiralty board to oversee naval affairs. | asked Guang -hsu to
personally see to the imperial funding of vessels and munitions of
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war.
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Thinking that it would be the moment to celebrate my
retirement, | had planned to use the occasion to befriend the wives of
foreign ambassadors. | hadn’t been able to invite any of them until
now. [...] | didn’t care what people thought. If being retired meant
having more opportunities to make friends who might be of service to

the country, | would not only welcome it, | would enjoy it as well.”

0% o

¥ = ¥ dgj e 1 o 1 a 4 Y& A dl
LLNQ’V‘QﬁNﬂQMWNLﬁ@W?ﬁQ\iﬂﬂqﬂlumuﬂu’]ﬂﬁ‘qﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬂllﬂ'mlﬂ’]ﬂ‘ﬁ’]lﬂ LL[F]ﬂ@’JFLIlZLIﬂ NUEUNIS

o a b4 L4 v 1 :/’ Y @ o dl Y a dl
W‘Llﬂzﬂ'i_l‘]_li‘ﬁ‘ﬂq.ﬂ?ﬂ”leﬁl ﬂ@Qﬂ1Nm@ﬁﬂW?1MWQﬂLﬁ@LM@’]HMVLQLMHWQWMV]LLVI“]?\T‘H@QHWQ‘W

snemnAsngszaauanily ‘wianmle vise Guiienivalafunn’ lwsnenutleyaaaiy

ussansenandoe lilfuanslussansegninanivianans imantiunuidanaulidiaz iy

'
' o a v

o oA A A & A A = @ A A oWy o
NIANHANDUTANTUIENUABINTZANNARBDIANNLT U AN AFIR N ﬂq?VIﬂ@QﬂiﬂiﬁL‘ﬁﬁy

[ SIS 4 o 14

a v v 09; 09; A PO dl v =R 1 4 v
ﬂﬁ‘ﬂ’]u[ﬂL‘ll”lLIZJ’Wﬂ?ﬂuuﬂﬂllﬂ'J’]Lﬂuﬂ”lﬁ‘LL@ﬂLﬂ@ﬂuﬂ’)’]ﬂg@ﬂﬁ‘%ﬁ‘ﬂ\‘]Eﬂ‘i)iﬂ.lﬂﬂ')ﬂﬂu ﬂ@Qﬂ13J

o

1
v A

ANNTDUANANTNENAAANNFANT et uaniaLn las ldviza li i lasfaanisfuieuanann

a

fuclefnaiuasuaznisdiamiamsanyadaiunagniluniasasesean1enialesiingg

o a a

e U NAUULAUDRDAAEBITLAINA19T8 Christine Owens Rqnudidngaanazluiila

AR

¢ =Sh.

Tanaliifnigsdunugainuiiminsuvisesed luasnsndudriusausnaus luunslaniadugenay
151i“umwmﬂﬂ‘ﬂmmﬂugm:ﬁﬂmmﬁ@ﬁwwmwmﬂﬁm “Although  noblewomen  were
forbidden from becoming knights, taking oaths of fealty, or providing any direct form of military
service to their lords, they did supply troops for battle and otherwise support military actions.
Women also served occasionally as ‘negotiators and intercessors in political disputes.” 6
mm:@ﬂmﬁ'mﬁmh Noble women and Political Activity, (New York: Peter Lang Publishing, Inc.,
2010), p. 210 -214.

" Anchee Min, The Last Empress, p. 18-219.



196

UsrANENIWHBIANNARNEAI NI UL e A lATITuTnNEIANdN lad 1R sxudng

al o
AUNUWNWLTEWA

| didn’t expect any real understanding to come out of the party, but to
my great surprise, it did. Later these women, especially Lady
MacDonald, gave favorable impressions of me, against the world’s
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opinion.
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The foreign press described Nuharoo’s death as ‘mysterious’
and ‘suspicious’ and speculated that | was the murderer. ‘It is
generally believed that Tzu Hsi brought about the death of her
colleague,” a reputable English newspaper stated. ‘She made up her
mind to kill because she was discovered by Nuharoo in bed with a

leading man of the opera.’ 7
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The foul deed, they said, [Blackhouse and Bland] was
accomplished with poisoned cookies. She did it, they said, because
Tzu An had discovered Tzu Hsi in bed with an actor. This is absurd
not only because it smells but because at the time Tzu Hsi was still an

invalid. It was two more years before she began to recover. [...]

® Anchee Min, The Last Empress, p. 164.
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Immanel Hsu tells us in Modern China that Tzu An was ‘“reputedly
poisoned by Tzu Hsi.” Reputed by Edmund Backhouse. The truth is,

she died of viral flu.**
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o Sterling Seagrave, Dragon Lady: The Life and Legend of the Last Empress of China
(New York: Vintage Books, 1992), p. 168.

* Anchee Min, The Last Empress, p. 164.
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‘CHINESE EMPEROR KILLED. May Have Been Tortured — Some
Think He was Poisoned by Conspirators.” This came from the New
York Times. It was Kang Yu-wei’s version of reality. | had ‘murdered
Emperor Guang-hsu by poison and strangulation.” My son ‘was
subjected to frightful torture, a red-hot iron being thrust through his

, 86
bowels.
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But more than my pride was at stake. Kang and Liang’s salacious
attacks provided opportunities for those who wished war on China.
Since ‘the ftrue leaders of China are begging the country to be
saved.” what more excuse did anyone need to oust a ‘corrupt,’
‘besotted,” ‘reptilian’ female dictator? Western audiences that

gathered to hear Kang Yu-wei wanted so much to see China

* Anchee Min, The Last Empress, p. 315.
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fransformed into a Christian utopia that they were susceptible to
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Kang'’s lies.
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Kuang Hsu’s inspection of the Imperial troops at Tientsin,
scheduled for 19" October, was the date set for his arrest and imposed
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begged their aid and they sought desperately to devise some scheme
fo ‘save’ him, and the reform programme. From the Emperor’s letter it
was obvious that Yehonala was the reef upon which all their hopes

would founder.”
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‘Here is the reason | am going,’ | said. ‘First, I'd like to find out
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Japan, to know that China is on its way toward having a modern
military.’ %
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The general conclusion of most historians was that this story
was not true. Su Chi-tsu, a contemporary historian, raised the issue of
why Tz'u-hsi and Jung-lu should take the trouble to leave Peking,
where the Empress Dowager had tremendous power and influence,

and go to Tientsin in order to depose the Em,oeror.98
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