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This research paper is a qualitative study using content analysis method.
The objective of this study is to investigate narration, humor and social context
in contemporary Thai film comedy. The samples are 13 films whose plots are
developed by using narrative humor. The selected films star well-known
comedians from live entertainment venues or television programs. The films’
directors might be comedians themselves. Moreover, they must be films that
were shown during 2001-2009. The main concept of this study is to see whether
contemporary Thai film comedy can be documents that can be used as sources

to analyze society meaningfully.
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The frameworks of the study are the concepts of Thai film and Thai
society, narrative and communication of film, comedy film and humor, and
social context in film.

The principal finding is that the narration and communication styles in
Thai comedy films are direct and simple. The films emphasize on entertaining
the audience. Directness and simplicity are the major characteristics of the films
although gome of them attempt to present something new.

There are many types of humor presented in the contemporary Thai film
comedy that are direct and easy to catch. The variety of social contexts presented
in the films illustrate gender status, social values and lifestyles, religious
organizations, social and political conflicts, economy, the status of people
living in the countryside and in the city, and localism.

Moreover, the social situations and contexts are the materials used
for making contemporary Thai film comedy, which present many aspects of
society (both with and without the movie makers’ intention). Therefore,
contemporary Thai film comedy are efficient for use as sources in social

analysis.
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