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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title Growth in Thailand’s Export Markets and
Export Commodities
Student’s Name Miss Yingying Feng
Degree Sought Master of Economics
Academic Year 2011
Advisory Committee
1. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kesorn Homkachorn Chairperson
2. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tawin Nilbai

3. Assoc. Prof. Jitra Toowicharanont

In this thesis, the researcher investigates growth in the ﬁritfﬂﬁ%glﬂ
largest export markets for the Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand). In addition,
the researcher examines the growth in Thai export commodities by reference
to the commodities ranked as the first group of ten commodities having the
highest export values, as well as considering the export values of an additional
five export commodities of significance to the Thai economy.

The period studied was between 2000 and 2010. Data analysis was
conducted using shift—share analysis (SSA) in order to investigate the net
shifts of market for each type of commodity.

Findings are as follows:

(6)
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In analyzing fifteen Thai export markets, the researcher found that
performance exhibited positive net shifts for nine markets. These nine markets
were the People’s Republic of China (PRC), the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of the PRC (Hong Kong), the Commonwealth of
Australia, the Swiss Confederation (Switzerland), the Federation of Malaysia
(Malaysia), the Republic of Indonesia (Indonesia), the Republic of India
(India), the Republic of the Philippines (Philippines), and the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam (Vietnam). However, six other markets exhibited
negative net shifts. These six markets were the United States of America
(USA), the Republic of Singapore (Singapore), the Kingdom of the
Netherlands (Netherlands), Japan, the United Kingdom (UK), and the
Republic of Korea (South Korea).

The markets displaying positive net shifts were mostly Asian markets
with Switzerland being the only European market to exhibit a positive net
shift. The PRC export market was the market showing the highest positive net
shift. Next, in descending order, were the Australian, Hong Kong, and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) markets with the single
exception of Singapore.

The markets exhibiting negative net shifts were mostly those markets
which were major export markets for Thailand. The USA market was the most
contracted market. Next, in descending order, were the markets of Singapore

and the Netherlands.

(7)
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In studying the performance of Thai export commodities; the
researcher determined that eleven commodities exhibited increased net shifts.
Jewelry and ornaments, automobiles and automobile accessories, and rubber
and rubber products exhibited a high level of shift. However, four
commodities displayed reduced net shifts, viz., frozen and refrigerated fresh
shrimp, canned and processed seafood, computers, computer equipment,
computer parts, and electric circuit boards. In almost all markets, there was a
decreased net shift for frozen and refrigerated fresh shrimp and canned and
processed seafood. Additionally, computers, computer equipment, computer
parts, and electric circuit boards evinced a decreased net shift in the developed

markets. However, there was a net shift expansion in Asian markets.

(®)
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