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## 4880118422 : MAJOR THAI

KEY WORD: NOVELS / THAI LITERATURE / FOLK LITERATURE
JEERANAT WIMUTTISUK : THE USE OF THAlI LITERATURE AND FOLK
LITERATURE IN KAEOKAO'S NOVELS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF. ARADA
KIRANANDANA, 251 pp-

This thesis aims to study Kaeokao's novels that are influenced by traditional Thai Literature and Folk
Literature as well as the techniques the author uses in wriling the 13 fantasy novels, i.c. , Kaew Rahu, Nang Thip,
Montra, Num Thip, Nagaraj, Ruen Mayura, Amata, Ruen Nopakao, Dok Kaew Karabuning, Plai Thian, Pimmala,
Thang Thevada and Thevawad.

The research concludes that Kaeokao's novels are fantasies in which contemporary incidents are
harmoniously blended.

Kaeokao does not pe-narpate Thai literature or folk Literature but she relies on their plots to create new
novels. For instance, Ruen Napakao is based on Kaki Klonsuphap, Pimmala on Haraj Khumchant and Thang
Thevada on Sang Thong, Kumkadam Jataka of the Lanna Region and Thao Kumkadam. She also uses some elements
from Thai literature in her fantasy novels; for example, the magical crystal in Kaew Rahu is based on the
Maneeratana gem in Trai Phumikatha and the Phra Rahu emblem in Phra Abhaimanee. In terms of characters, the
author creates the characters of Khun Phaen and of Thera Kwad from Khun Chang-Khun Phaen in her novel,
Plai Thien. Sometimes the charactersin her novels whose plot is set in the past are based on the characters from
Thai literature; for example Khun Ying Pha-ob Kaew in Reun Mopakao is based on Nang Kaki in Kaki Klonsuphap.
Another interesting aspecl is that she creates contain characters in the contemporary period in a similar fashion as
those in traditional works, for example Sakean is similar to Phra Sang in Sang Thong Kumkadam Jataka and Tao
Kumbkadum. Kaeokao's settings in the faniasy novels are based on those in Thai literature to make the plots and
characters convineing; for instange, the seting of the State'of Khiriyain Dok Kaew Karabuning is influenced by the
selting in frao and Dalang.

Kaeokao is able to use Thai and Folk Literature in ereating her fantasy novels by changing, adjusting and
adding certain details as appropriate o make her works sensible, plausible and appealing to the contemporary taste so
as to make it easier for contemporary readers to accept traditional literature. At the same time, her fantasy novels

also present new concepts and new perspectives through the newly interpreted plot 911 character.
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Fantasy usually designates a conscious breaking free from reality.
The term is applied to a work that takes place in a nonexistent and unreal
world, such as fairy land, or concern incredible and unreal characters.
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(C. Hugh Holman and William Harmon, 1992: 74)

Chris Baldick 1¥A1u3neu99819 Fantasy 1311 The Concise Oxford Dictionary of
Literary Term 2K ﬁy

Fantasy: A general term for any kind of fictional work that is not
primarily devoted to realistic representation of the known world. The
category include several literary genres (e.g. dream vision fable, fairy tale,
romance, science fiction) describing imagined worlds in which magical
powers and other impossibilities are accepted.
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(Chris Baldick, 1990: 95)

Edward Quinn1#A210M 1189047131 Fantasy 131UA  Dictionary of Literary and

Thematic terms A31431
A Form of ‘literature characterized ' by highly imaginative or
supernatural event As such, fantasy constituted a broad category that
includes literary types such as the FAIRY TALE, the FABLE, SCIENCE
FICTION, and some vision of ROMANCE.
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