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# # 4984261227: MAJOR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

KEY WORD:PARTICIPATORY ACTION RESEARCH / CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
SUTISA LIMSAKUL: AN APPLICATION OF PARTICIPATORY ACTION RESEARCH TO DEVELOP
ADAPTIVE ABILITY OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS IN MAINSTREAMING SCHOOLS:
A MULTIPLE CASE STUDY. THESIS PRINCIPLE AD-VISOR: ASSOC. PROF. AUYPORN RUENGTRAGUL,
Ph.D., 180 pp. |

The purposes of an application of participatory action research to develop adaptive ability of children
with special needs in mainstreaming school: A multiple case study were to (1) study the adaptive ability states of
children with special needs, (2) study the process of promoting and developing the adaptive abilities of children
with special needs, and (3) study the results of promoting and developing the adaptive abilities of children with
special needs. Participatory action research between teachers and parents was used to seek ways to promote
and develop children with special needs’ adaptive abilities and interest. The study was conducted in
mainstreaming schools in Bangkok Metropolitan. The participatory action research was used to stimulate teachers
in getting parents involved in the research process. When parents were aware of the research process, they
would cooperate. The research instruments used to collect data were observation, whole group interview, focus
group interview including related materials and research. The researcher observed and made notes by herself.

The research findings revealed that :

1. The adaptive ability states of the sample group - 10 children with special needs - were divided in to
3 groups; 3 were good at arts, 3 were good at music, and 4 were good at sports.

2. Two models were used to promote and develop the adaptive abilities of children with special needs.
Firstly, providing knowledge and making the teachers be conscious of promoting and developing the adaptive
abilities of children with special needs by applying participatory action research between the researcher and the
teachers, the teachers and the parents. The researcher periodically observed and gave feed back to the teachers.
Secondly, the participatory action research between the teachers and the parents was used to create their
involvement in survey and seek appropriate ways to promote and develop the adaptive abilities of children with
special needs. Involving the children with special needs in planned activities. The researcher periodically
observed and gave feed back to the teachers concerning the development of the children with special needs’
adaptive abilities and the satisfaction of thé planned activities of the children with special needs and their parents.

3. The results concerning the application of the participatory action research were 2 folds : (1) Both the
children with special needs and their parents were satisfied with the planned activities. (2) After participating in the
planned activities, the physical and moral of the children with special needs were more developed. They were
more responsible and had more patience. Many of them gained more self confidence, were more outgoing, were

more proud of themselves and had more self esteem.

QUTIsA L.

Department:... Educational Research and Psychology.....Student’s Signature:........ .
Field of Study:.........Educational Research.......................Principal Advisor's Signature:‘.....Qm{___,..k.......,...
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