79 9 = a J Jd Jdo o J
ﬂﬁ‘ﬂi$Qﬂﬁi%ﬂQH{f]MWﬂTﬂ@ﬁlﬂﬂiiaﬂﬁﬂ VITATNUVITIUNTTUYALLITT WOALADT

A A
UWa11959 nauy

a a u’dy 3 1 % Y] a Y] Y] a
eniwusiidludiuriisvesmsAnmamurangasdsyaonysmaasumitiuga
aMmyMssaunaTeumey nnTIunATeuey
AZONHIAMAAT PNINTAUNIINGIAY

= =
UnsAn1I 2550

a a & L4 a o
AUVANTUDIYWIAINTUNHIINYIY



AN APPLICATION OF ROLAND BARTHES’S THEORY OF MYTHOLOGIES

TO THE HARRY POTTER NOVELS

Miss Pacharee Klinchoo

A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of Master of Arts Program in Comparative Literature
Department of Comparative Literature
Faculty of Arts
Chulalongkorn University
Academic Year 2007

Copyright of Chulalongkorn University



Wit inniinug msszgnaldmguijnmaavedlsasd ndnNsIuNTsHYAETS

NCLILLH
Tnu wiamheid nauy
CRNARL 1sunanliouion
s dmisn 019130 As.q3IAY lyAgauIuT

w o o - - oy Mo o - FI 1 E
AMSHNHEIFNTAT 1“111'1'"7-”11“'I']“U'\ﬂﬂﬂqﬂmﬂuﬂjﬂH‘!'I-l““ﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂ“lﬂuﬂju'ﬂuq

voamsfinumunangas iy niudia

W TGy,

(FEA5 19130 A5, TIZAUT IHABINBIA)

wURANUEENYIMEAT

AWUZNTTUNTG ﬂnu’inmﬁwuf

f‘g’t’ﬁ"k Usesunssums

(f0mans 19130 A3, 9193 AIAAND)

.,,,,SQILnr.'...Tt:ﬁqmmﬂui’:.,,. g3 M5 nu Ineniinug

(819130 A3, qaAY T¥RgATIT)

cohs NITUMNS

(709FMARTINGD A5, BUIAUIY 107IING)



11936 nduy : martszgndldmauiinuadveslsansd indndfuassunssuye
1t833 NBAIABT. (AN APPLICATION OF ROLAND BARTHES'S THEORY OF
MYTHOLOGIES TO THE HARRY POTTER NOVELS) 8. #1finw1 : 019130 913,

qsiny TvAgauWut, 154 i,

L

"
"y el L el J R
Inoriimusativiilyalszaaindniiodssgnaldmguinadveslsand inind
ar il 4 =y ] o ol
M2TUNTINYANETS nemmes Wamiddgaiilliddimeeailsinglulssunssuyauess
- J L] L] : - el
woaaeiinmslszneuainvustailusulanjinivhiinsadindinugaunannii
2 iy z
yusunan TnulimshigtiuuesnseunisiteiignAs imaniususudunas fie
aseuniunualsznouTdaniia 1msa uazyns uasynauiiunumuazmilunseunia
i a - ' - A o w P
Avanu dnmidluumumaidengasesiinnnsauieaianseunigluuudinaldedi
- v A 4
aysal B anowdanms anudingueanmsfion meduiuglunslszneverdn

uazadnssuninehl

L F » L
usne iy Imiinuiatuidnnmaliznevadupuauiimmzvesrusunan
e | 0 .‘r ‘" : U l.lr i - ot
Wiauilumnadiumsusuanuiiuduunsusuamaz YU nafe Tmiaianm
¥ . " L L4 ]
yusuaa it dyanualing e insEsnnsaiimuosuiuganilusuiuisoune

E
winl3danunssy

i - - | - - PR -q’ - & i &
Tudawgahofvendnialuinominusivi fie wnadidomimnmuaumum
SuAnyeuveanu ludwnumuimaanue muszuuranmstmslae Tmsiumumédin
[ o - -t ) W gy -
ey uagumganiumemigs souhlaamslinoiviinivAssouve anamgalu

MIFVUNMNIMNTAT HAZATTONA IMNUATEUATIAUGAUARBNAIY

- = = A A e M"
ﬂ-lﬂ']‘ﬂ'l']'iimﬂﬁ“ﬁﬂl“ﬂﬂu E'I‘Illllﬂ'muﬂﬁ,...,%, il LTt dd

awiynssunfnfFouuiioy awile¥oernsiininu. Aruoc. Tndg el

- M A et e "
Umsfnu 2550 ALY 1 TOMUTAMIT N,



## 4780156122 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
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PACHAREE KLINCHOO: AN APPLICATION OF ROLAND BARTHES'S
THEORY OF MYTHOLOGIES TO THE HARRY POTTER NOVELS.

THESIS ADVISOR: SURADECH CHOTIUDOMPANT, Ph.D., 154 pp.

The objective of this thesis is to apply Roland Barthes's theory of mythologies to the
Harry Potter novels. The mythologies appeared in the Harry Potter novels are constructed to
create an ideal bourgeois society. The ‘perfect” families are portrayed as the composition of
mother, father and children. Each has his/her own distinct duties and social role. This study also
analysis the basic characteristics of a right partner to create an ‘ideal’ bourgeois family and the
importance of the educational system as a factor to shape one’s worldview and denote one’s

social position.

Also researched in this thesis is the portrayal of bourgeois characteristics made
universalized and distinguished from other classes. While the proletariats are portrayed as

barbaric, the aristocrats are portrayed as weak or immoral,

The last part of the thesis shows the myths regarding gender difference. Patriarchal
rules influence the shaping of male and female roles, including the rolés of perfect mother and

wives.

This study leads to the awareness of the naturalized myths help shape the reader’s

worldview and their perspective of an ideal bourgeois society and gender roles.
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[One] of the primary characteristics of most children’s literature criticism and theory is
that it assumes that the terms ‘children” and ‘literature’ within ‘children’s literature’ are
separable and more or less independent of one another, and that they are directly related
to other ‘children’ and ‘literatures’; critics often make use of, or refer to, theories from
education, psychology, sociology, history, art or literature, in buttressing their opinions.
But in every case they transform the material from other disciplines to fit their own
particular argument.

(Lesnik-Oberstein, 1999: 16)
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Modern fantasy refers to the body of literature in which the events, the settings, or the
characters are outside the realm of possibility. A fantasy is a story that cannot happen
in the real world, and for this reason this genre has been called the literature of the
fanciful impossible. In these stories, animals talk, inanimate objects come to life,
people are giants or thumb-sized, imaginary world are inhabited, [...]

(Tomlinson, 1996: 121)
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Escape follows as liberation from the prison of habits and conventions of the contemporary
real world, and as the cultivation of the ability to imagine possibilities beyond all our limits
- that we could communicate completely enough to speak with animals, elude the shoddy
march and stench of technology, swim like fish, fly like birds and escape even “hunger,
thirst, poverty, pain sorrow, injustice, and death”.

(Mathews, 2002: 57)
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Children’s books are generally shorter; they tend to favour an active rather than a
passive treatment, with dialogue and incident rather than description and introspection;

child protagonists are the rule; conventions are much used; the story develops within a
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clear-cut moral schematism which much adult fiction ignores; children’s books tend to
be optimistic rather than depressive; language is child-oriented; plots are of a
distinctive order, probability is often disregarded; and one could go on endlessly talking
of magic, and fantasy, and simplicity, and adventure.

(McDowell, 1976: 141-142)
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The critical dictum expressed by Leavis, that literature is accessible only to those with
‘trained intuition’, also automatically excludes all child-readers and all children’s books.

(Hunt, 1991: 49)
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Yet children are part of mankind and children’s books are part of literature, and any line
which is drawn to confine children or their books to their own special corner is an artificial
one [...] The only practical definition of a children’s book today - absurd as it sounds - is a
book which appears on the children’s list of a publisher.

(Townsend, 1971: 9)
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The starting point of these reflections was usually a feeling of impatience at the sight of the
‘naturalness’ with which newspaper, art and common sense constantly dress up a reality
which, even though it is the one we live in, is undoubtedly determined by history. In short,
in the account given of our contemporary circumstances, I resented seeing Nature and
History confused at every turn, and I wanted to track down, in the decorative display of
what-goes-without-saying, the ideological abuse which, in my view, is hidden there.

(Barthes, 2000: 11)
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(second-order semiological language)

In myth, we find again the tri-dimensional pattern which I have just described: the signifier,
the signified and the sign. But myth is a peculiar system, in that it is constructed from a
semiological chain which existed before it: it is a second-order semiological system. That

which is a sign (namely the associative total of a concept and a image) in the first system,
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becomes a mere signifier in the second. We must here recall that the materials of mythical
speech (the language itself, photography, painting, posters, rituals, objects, etc.), however
different at the start, are reduced to a pure signifying function as soon as they are caught by
myth. Myth sees in them only the same raw material [...]

(Barthes, 2000: 114)
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In fact, what allows the reader to consume myth innocently is that he does not see it as a
semiological system but as an inductive one. Where there is only an equivalence, he sees a
kind of casual process: the signifier and the signified have, in his eyes, a natural
relationship. This confusion can be expressed otherwise: any semiological system is a
system of values; now the myth-consumer takes the signification for a system of facts: myth
is read as a factual system, whereas it is but a semiological system.

(Barthes, 2000: 131)
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The fact is, however, that the word [bourgeoise] comes at least in France to take on huge
significance and to include the whole gamut of people (capitalist owners, professionals,
intellectuals, teachers, business people of all sizes) who can be distinguished from the
working class and from what little remaining aristocracy survives. [...] Writers such as
Sartre and Barthes, however, are not simply referring to a class of people in society when
they employ the term bourgeois. They also refer to bourgeois culture, by which they mean
the dominant culture (based on the bourgeois values of commercialism and consumerism)
of modern-day France. Post-war France, according to Sartre and Barthes, is bourgeois:
dominated by the bourgeois class and by the values of that class.

(Allen, 2003: 12)



24

a o 1 w Qa: 4 4 ~ [ o Y =K w Y A
NITUHIIUATNTIANTUFUNAINUDIUVITAT UNINTUIY aamummu@"b %thllhlﬂf]fﬁmﬂWi
a 1 A anl ] [ I~ a [ ] [ Yo a a
‘LlEJHJ’J'IGI,ﬂ‘iﬂ'é)Glfu%uﬂa%‘lGlua\‘lﬂiJ Lmﬂaﬂlﬂuﬂ'l‘iuﬂ'lll')'lﬁﬁﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬁ'l'lllﬂiﬂ'é)‘ﬂ‘ﬁwainﬂ

a 09: 1< [ { v a a a J { 3
ANUAAUDIFUFUNAN ﬁﬂlﬂuﬁ\‘lﬂuﬁ’t‘]Qié]}’ﬁlﬂ‘ﬁanINﬂ"ﬂNﬂﬂ uazﬂmmmwwﬁ%u%uﬂmd

=) ] [

Yo o :}/ 1 ~ Aa S IR I ~ =1 ] 3
N@ﬂiﬁﬂﬂﬁ\iﬂi\luuﬂ”lﬂﬂﬁi myau1enﬂmaqmmﬁﬁmﬂumygwm%zmm AUDITUYUYU

a
9

! o o M T o 1w @ 1 @ I a [
ﬂaN“ﬁﬂi@‘U\‘ﬂﬁQﬂﬁJPjiﬁlﬂﬁﬂ‘(ﬂﬂfﬂ’]Hﬁﬁ@u?'nﬁllu‘ﬁﬁ3‘JJY9NﬂﬁTJuuL‘iJu‘ﬁiﬁJsmﬁeUﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂll

v
A A =2

o 1 < a < a ! 1 o A
dyaere lzilumsdsznganuiluamednia InmsAnena wazussnuddunseunsan
J Y 1 qaj m Y g A a ] 13 A Ao

awysainuy Tneveniviausssuaniulildidusossssumaludeny uailudandany
9 dgl =& A 9)4' I~ 1 ] % qa// o A :]1
U32N0VATI9UY (social construct) ey Iasdmilulvaludenuaiioru Tunsrugunay
J o o 1w :II 3| @ A (a o 1 [ A 1A
mMsadinaue NdnNruFunantiudinynlgasnssieguesdanudus Arlsuued
QsJ' = ] A 3 oB/J o Y 3 A
susunandnnewurveelllunnde anutluanavessusunarem isusudune I
F4 4 4 b4
WONATUNINTATITINO G IUTIANADIANTIDYIFUTY FUFUNANINTOUNFIAUNNA

] a 1< 09/’ { < a o a @ o
mummﬂﬁmmtﬂu%uwuﬂawﬁﬂmﬁauﬂmﬂuﬁiimﬂmlmmimiﬁ’miuﬁmmumm

(Barthes, 2000: 139)

a Jd IR J A A R 1A
mEnﬂ@Gluﬂ313J‘VrmEJ"U’e)Q‘UTi@ﬁmlﬂuﬂa"lﬂmiﬁ@mnmm& NIDNITAINIUATUYY
¢ 4 { o & v o ! 4o
aaAluNIIN !Lagﬂ'ﬂlll‘d]fﬂ (819) ﬁamu‘ﬁﬁim%u%uﬂmﬁ@?fmmﬁUfJﬂmemJ Tﬂﬁlﬁ@mumq

2 [ 4 ' qaj a2 A g (Y -
VDN ALY LLﬁZﬁﬂﬁN@] NITINUN uaﬂm‘wﬁu i?ilhlﬂﬁ\iﬂaﬁlﬂﬂ ng"lluﬂ‘ﬁ‘i‘imﬁﬂm

a

A o Yy 1 09: [~ A A o ' [ =3 J Y
szinal ﬂ?iﬂﬁjﬂﬂlﬁWﬁ’lilﬂﬂWNﬂi1'Jﬂ‘Ul,1JuL§E]\1‘E553JG]f'I¢]‘V]ﬂTN’E]Qiuﬁ\?ﬂil i]\i@ﬁ]ﬂﬁ’lf]llﬂ’ﬂ

'
@ a

1 Aa <A A @ Y Y Y @ 1 09: Yo < W
ﬂWE"ILLﬁ\‘l?JTEJ']ﬂ@ﬁ]&‘]JHﬁQIﬂ Wiﬂ?@]qaﬁﬂlﬂﬁiﬂiuﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ‘lﬂ ﬂTWTﬂ?@QLWﬁTHujﬂﬁﬂJﬂTi“]ﬁJ“]ﬁ_l

E2
PIMNUKING Ao tazgumMIausssuvesdsnususunatu U3 ua a1 wag

[ ]

AR A 9 Y wAa 4 S 1 an Y a
’JG]QLLTNNWEH?WIEﬂ\ilﬂﬂ’)ﬂlﬂ\iﬂﬂ’)ﬁlu‘ﬁiimm$ﬂi%?ﬁﬁ1ﬁ@]ﬁﬂlﬂﬁﬂl§‘lﬂEJ’E)EJNLLEJﬂVbeJfJﬂ Mulﬂlﬂﬂ

e

a

] v Y

Junnsssundsenaudiulvapinloiundedila nodmnedeuulamivamnsotinn
a A 9 1 1 =\ 9}3 9 [ 1Y Y 9 =1
dearfiou uazliaualugiuzmuuianeaaldnamue sindausssy vazdaaulddll
1 1 Ya 1 Aa oo % @ U a 4
darusalunlitiugamanuraedlausssuliagamaanarihnglse low

9 d’ QIQ' 1 QsJ' d‘ [ d'o/ 9 [ [
4oy ol aunaniudeanunielludnulunuuniausssudosmsszuontudan

9y [ AR Aag 1 a 1 3 A A 9 dgl o 9y @ 1T A d?’ 1
18 muutanenadadlysssumna uadludanasiulagomswliginiuinnaiuedig

I a 9 ] a 3 R a 9 I a
WUFTTUHA ATLUIUMTAS WA IMHINAAUFUNANIUNAINMT IR AT UTITUIA

T A 4 4 qg;’ LY o (Y] L= 1 Qng
unmien gaumIal tazANuFeveIrUFUnatandIan Midauludinuuesmidoumaniu

dusssumndvesmsantiusialudenuly



25

Just as bourgeois Literature assimilates writing into its apparently timeless values, so
culture generally, Barthes argues, constantly presents artificial, manufactured and, above
all, ideological objects and values as if they indisputable, unquestionable and natural.
Indeed, this process (presenting cultural phenomena as if they were natural) is, for many
theorists, what we mean by the word ideology. Ideology, at least in this sense, is the process
whereby what is historical and created by specific cultures is presented as if it were
timeless, universal and thus natural.

(Allen, 2003: 34-35)
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In fact, throughout the Harry Potter universe the Muggle world overpowers the wizard
world: wizards go to work at toiling jobs, have the same governmental bureaucracy, have
newspapers and radios and rock groups, and spend their leisure time like any Muggle,
infatuated with earning money, worshipping sports heroes, and participating in masculine
athletic competition.

(Pennington, 2002: 80)
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The aristocratic tradition in Britain included an expectation that no family member carried
on productive work, wealth being generated by income from land and the family’s ‘work’
being done by tenants, servants and perhaps family managers. Family activities were
dedicated, rather, to sustaining a lifestyle of cultivation, entertainment and other leisure

activities. The middle-class families of the nineteenth century inherited much of this
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tradition and patterned many of its own activities after the lifestyle of aristocracy, but with
respect to work there was a sharp break. Both the status and the income of a middle-class
family depended on work.

(Smelser, 1982: 61)
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The idea of ‘the family’ as used in everyday life has reference to this paradigm of
conventionality: the small nuclear family of two parents and their dependent children.

[...]

Conventional families are nuclear families composed of legally married couples,
voluntarily choosing the parenthood of one or more (but not too many) children (otherwise
they became another category, ‘large families’). Parents and children reside together as a
distinct domestic unit.

(Oakley, 1982: 123-124)
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It [The standard North American family] is a conception of the family as a legally married
couple sharing a household. The adult male is in paid employment; his earnings provide the
economic basis of the family-household. The adult female may also earn an income, but her
primary responsibility is to the care of husband, household, and children. Adult male and
female may be parents of children also resident in the household. Note the language of
typification - man, woman, and the use of the temporal present. This universalizing of the
schema locates its function as ideological code.

(Smith, 2004: 22)
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Harry had never known so many people to put their names down to stay at Hogwarts
for Christmas; he always did, of course, because the alternative was usually going back
to Privet Drive, but he had always been very much in the minority before now. This
year, however, everyone in the fourth year and above seemed to be staying, and they all
seemed to Harry to be obsessed with the'.coming ball - or; at least, all the girls were,
and it was amazing how many girls Hogwarts suddenly seemed to hold; he had never
quite noticed that before. Girls giggling and whispering in the corridors, girls shrieking
with laughters as boys passed them, girls excitedly comparing notes on what they were
going to wear on Christmas night [...]

‘Why do they have to move in packs?’ Harry asked Ron, as a dozen or so girls walked
past them, sniggering and staring at Harry. ‘How’re you supposed to get one on their
own to ask them?’

(Rowling, 2000: 338-339)
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[Ron said] ‘Yeah, but you go snogging her now and she’s just going to get her hopes up
again -’

[Harry said] ‘She’s not an idiot, she knows it can’t happen, she’s not expecting us to -
to end up married, or -’

As he said it, a vivid picture formed in Harry’s mind of Ginny in a white dress,

marrying a tall, faceless and unpleasant stranger.

(Rowling, 2007: 100)
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The five Potters [Harry, Ginny, James, Albus and Lily] approached the barrier.
[...]

A group of four people [Ron, Hermione, Rose and Hugo] emerged from the mist,
standing alongside the very last carriage. They faces only came into focus when Harry,

Ginny, Lily and Albus drawn right up to them.
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[...]

Draco Malfoy was standing there with his wife and son, a dark coat buttoned up to his
throat. His hair was receding somewhat which emphasised the pointed chin. The new
boy resembled Draco as much as Albus resembled Harry.

[...]

‘Teddy’s back there,” he [James] said breathlessly, pointing back over his shoulder into
the billowing clouds of steam. ‘Just seen him! And guess what he’s doing? Snogging
Victoire!

He gazed up at the adults, evidently disappointed by the lack of reaction.

‘Our Teddy! Teddy Lupin! Snogging our Victoire! Our cousin! And I asked Teddy
what he was doing -’

(Rowling, 2007: 601-605)
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For the many historical and cultural reasons that we need not set out here, the modern state
still treats the mother alone (as it treats many other groups) as a dependant. The attitude is
expressed in law, custom or bureaucratic procedure. The single-parent woman, when she
cries for help, is essentially as an informal word of the state. This can sometimes be to her
clear advantage, as in certain disputes with the father. But as an experience it certainly
means state patronage in modern styles, and an atmosphere in which help is a gift of the
community rather than a basic citizen’s right.

(Jackson, 1982: 165)
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[Lupin said] ‘Dementors are among the foulest creatures that walk this earth. They
infest the darkest, filthiest places, they glory in decay and despair, they drain peace,
hope and happiness out of the air around them. Even Muggles feel their presence,
though they can’t see them. Get too near a Dementor and every good feeling, every
happy memory, will be sucked out of you. If it can, the Dementor will feed on you long
enough to reduce you to something like itself - soulless and evil. You’ll be left with

nothing but the worst experiences of life. [...]"

(Rowling, 1999: 140)
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‘How does it work?’ said Harry nervously.

‘Well, when it works correctly, it conjures up a Patronus,” said Lupin, ‘which is a kind
of Anti-Dementor - a guardian which acts as a shield between you and the Dementor.’
Harry had a sudden vision of himself crouching behind a Hagrid-sized figure holding a
large club. Professor Lupin continued, ‘The Patronus is a kind of positive force, a
projection of the very things that the Dementor feeds upon - hope, happiness, the desire
to survive - but it cannot feel despair, as real humans can, so the Dementors can’t hurt
it. But I must warn you, Harry, that the Charm might be too advanced for you. Many
qualified wizards have difficulty with it.”

‘What does a Patronus look like?’ said Harry curiously.

‘Each one is unique to the wizard who conjures it.’

‘And how do you conjure it?’

‘With an incantation, which will work only if you are concentrating, with all your
might, on a single, very happy memory.’

(Rowling, 1999: 176)
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[Dumbledore said] ‘But I knew too, where Voldemort was weak. And so I made my
decision. You would be protected by an ancient magic of which he knows, which he
despises,and which he has always, therefore, underestimated - to his cost. I am
speaking, of course, of the fact that your mother died to save you. She gave you a
lingering protection he never expected, a protection that flows in your veins to this day.
I put my trust, therefore, in your mother’s blood. I delivered you to her sister, her only
remaining relative.’
‘She doesn’t love me,” said Harry at once. ‘She doesn’t give a damn -’
‘But she took you,” Dumbledore cut across him. ‘She may have taken you grudgingly,
furiously, unwillingly, bitterly, yet still she took you, and in doing so, she sealed the
charm I placed upon you. Your mother’s sacrifice made the bond of blood the strongest
shield I could give you.’
‘I still don’t -
‘While you can still call home the place where your mother’s blood dwells, there you
cannot be touched or harmed by Voldemort. He shed her blood, but it lives on in you
and her sister. Her blood became your refuge. You need return there only once a year,
but as long as you can still call it home, whilst you are there he cannot hurt you. [...]°
(Rowling, 2003: 736-737)
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While, for all men and women in a dating context, the attractiveness of their partner is a
valuable commodity; the precise value of physical attractiveness varies by gender. The
physical attractiveness of their partner is valued more strongly by men than by women. In
contrast, women weigh occupational and economic success more heavily in their valuation
of their potential partners. In personal ads, men are significantly more likely to request
attractiveness in a partner and offer financial and occupational success; women are more
likely to request financial and occupational success and offer attractiveness.

(Goode, 2004: 66)
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[Ron said] ‘“We should get a move on, you know ... ask someone. He’s [Fred] right. We
don’t want to end up with a pair of trolls.’

Hermione let out a splutter of indignation. ‘A pair of ... what, excuse me?’

‘Well - you know,” said Ron, shrugging. ‘I’d rather go alone than with - with Eloise
Midgeon, say.’

‘Her acne’s loads better lately - and she’s really nice!’

‘Her nose is off-centre,’ said Ron.

‘Oh, I see,” Hermione said, bristling. ‘So basically, you’re going to take the best-
looking girl who’ll have you, even if she’s completely horrible?’

‘Er - yeah, that sounds about right,” said Ron.

‘I’'m going to bed,” Hermione snapped, and she swept off towards the girls’ staircase
without another word.

(Rowling, 2000: 344)
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But she didn’t look like Hermione at all. She had done something with her hair; it was no
longer bushy, but sleek and shiny, and twisted up into an elegant knot at the back of her
head. She was wearing robes made of floaty, periwinkle-blue material, and she was holding
herself differently, somehow - or maybe it was merely the absence of the twenty or so
books she usually had slung over her back. She was also smiling - rather nervously, it was
true - but the reduction in the size of her front teecth was more noticeable than ever. Harry
couldn’t understand how he hadn’t spotted it before.

(Rowling, 2000: 360)
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[Mrs Weasley said] ‘Of course, it doesn’t matter how he looks ... it’s not r - really
important ... but he was a very handsome little b - boy ... always very handsome ... and
he was g - going to be married!’

‘And what do you mean by zat?’ said Fleur suddenly and loudly. ‘What do you mean,
’e was going to be married?’

Mrs Weasley raised her tear-strained face, looking startled.

‘Well - only that -

“You theenk Bill will not wish to marry me any more?’ demanded Fleur. ‘You theenk,
because of these bites, he will not love me?’

‘No, that’s not what I -’

‘Because ’e willl’ said Fleur, drawing herself up to her full height and throwing back
her long mane of silver hair. ‘It would take more zan a werewolf to stop Bill loving
me!’

‘Well, yes, I’'m sure,” said Mrs Weasley, ‘but I thought perhaps - given how - how he -’
“You thought I would not weesh to marry him? Or per’aps, you ‘oped?”’ said Fleur, her
nostrils flaring. ‘“What do I care how ‘e looks? I am good-looking enough for both of
us, I theenk! All these scars show is zat my husband is brave! And I shall do zat!” she
added fiercely, pushing Mrs Weasley aside and snatching the ointment from her.

(Rowling, 2005: 581)
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Cho’s voice was rather higher when she spoke again.

‘I’ve been meaning to ask you for ages ... did Cedric - did he - m - m - mention me at
all before he dies?’

[...]

‘I thought,” she [Cho] said, tears spattering down on to the table, ‘I thought you’d.u - u
- understand! I need to talk about it! Surely you n - need to talk about it t - too! I man
you saw it happen, d - didn’t you?’

[...]

‘Well - I have talked about it,” Harry said in a whisper, ‘to Ron and Hermione, but -
‘Oh, you’ll talk to Hermione Granger!” she [Cho] said shrilly, her face now shining
with tears. Several more kissing couples broke apart to stare. ‘But you won’t talk to
me! P - perhaps it would be best if we just ... just p - paid and you went and met up
with Hermione G - Granger, like you obviously want to!’

(Rowling, 2003: 495-496)
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‘Ginny, listen ...” he [Harry] said very quietly, as the buzz of conversation grew louder
around them an people began to get to their feet. ‘I can’t be involved with you any
more. We’ve got to stop seeing each other. We can’t be together.’

She [Ginny] said, with an oddly twisted smile, ‘It’s for some stupid, noble reason, isn’t
it?’

‘It’s been like ... like something out of someone else’s life, these last few weeks with
you,” said Harry. ‘But I can’t ... we can’t ... I’ve got things to alone now.’

She did not cry, she simply looked at him.

‘Voldemort uses people his enemies are close to. He’s already used you as bait once,
and that was just because you’re my best friend’s sister. Think how much danger you’ll
be in if we keep this up. He’ll know, he’ll find out. He’ll try and get to me through
you.’

‘What if I don’t care?’ said Ginny fiercely.

‘I care,’ said Harry. ‘How do you think I’d feel if this was your funeral ... and it was
my fault ...

She looked away from him, over the lake.

(Rowling, 2005: 602-603)
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‘She’s [Marietta] a lovely person really,” said Cho. ‘She just made a mistake -

Harry looked at her incredulously.

‘A lovely person who made a mistake? She sold us all out, including you!”

‘Well ... we all got away, didn’t we?’ said Cho pleadingly. ‘You know, her mum works for
the Ministry, it’s really difficult for her -’

‘Ron’s dad works for the Ministry too!* Harry said furiously. ‘And in case you hadn’t
noticed, he hasn’t go sneak written across his face -’

‘That was really horrible trick of Hermione Granger’s” said Cho fiercely. “She should have
told us she’s jinxed that list -’

‘I think it was a brilliant idea,” said Harry coldly. Cho flushed and her eyes grew brighter.
‘Oh yes, I forgot - of course, if it was darling Hermione’s idea -’

‘Don’t start crying again,” said Harry warningly.

‘I wasn’t going to!” she shouted.

‘Yeah ... well ... good,” he said. ‘I’ve got enough to cope with at the moment.’

‘Go and cope with it then!” Cho said furiously, turning on her heel and stalking off.

(Rowling, 2003: 561-562)
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‘Give it a rest, Hermione!” said Ginny, and Harry was so amazed, so grateful, he looked
up. ‘By the sound of it Malfoy was trying to use an Unforgivable Curse, you should be
glad Harry had something good up his sleeve!’

‘Well, of course I’'m glad Harry wasn’t cursed!” said Hermione, clearly stung, ‘but you
can’t call that Sectumsempra spell good, Ginny, look where it’s landed him! And I’d
have thought, secing what this has done to your chances in the match -’

‘Oh, don’t start acting as though you understand Quidditch,” snapped Ginny, ‘you’ll
only embarrass yourself.’

Harry and Ron stared: Hermione and Ginny, who had always got on together very well,
were now: sitting with their arms folded, glaring in opposite directions. Ron looked
nervously at Harry, then snatched up a-book at random and hid behind it. Harry,
however, though he knew he little deserved it, felt unbelievably cheerful all of a
sudden, even though none of them spoke again for the rest of the evening.

(Rowling, 2005: 496)
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HOGWARTS SCHOOL OF WITCHCRAFT AND WIZARDRY

Headmaster: Albus Dumbledore
(Order of Merlin, First Class, Grand Sorc., Chf. Warlock,

Supreme Mugwump, International Confed. of Wizards)
Dear Mr Potter,

We are pleased to inform you that you have a place at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft

and Wizardry. Please find enclosed a list of all necessary books and equipment.
Term begins on 1 September. We await your owl by no later than 31 July.
Yours Sincerely,

Minerva McGonagall
Deputy Headmistress
(Rowling, 1997: 42-43)
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Whether we be old and bald
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Dead flies and bits of fluft,

So teach us things worth knowing,
Bring back what weve forgot,

Just do your best, we’ll do the rest,

And learn until our brains all rot.”

(Rowling, 1997: 95)
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‘Training for the ballet, Potter?’ yelled Malfoy, as Harry was forced to do stupid kind of
twirl in mid-air to dodge the Bludger. Off Harry fled, the Bludger trailing a few feet behind

him: and then glaring back at Malfoy in hatred, he saw it, the Golden Snitch. It was
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hovering inches above Malfoy’s left ear - and Malfoy, busy laughing at Harry, hadn’t seen
it.

(Rowling, 1998: 129)
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‘It’s about the most insulting thing he [Draco] could think of,” gasped Ron, coming
back up. ‘Mudblood’s a really foul name for someone who was Muggle-born - you
know, non-magic parents. There are some wizards - like Malfoy’s family - who think
they’re better than everyone else because they’re what people call pure-blood.” He gave
a small burp, and a single slug fell into his outstretched hand. He threw it into the basin

and continued, ‘I mean, the rest of us know it doesn’t make any difference at all. Look
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at Neville Longbottom - he’s pure-blood and he can hardly stand a cauldron the right
way up.’

‘An’ they haven’t invented a spell our Hermione can’t do,” said Hagrid proudly,
making Hermione go a brilliant shade of magenta.

‘It’s a disgusting thing to call someone,” said Ron, wiping his sweaty brow with a
shaking hand. ‘Dirty blood, see. Common blood. It’s mad. Most wizards these days are
half-blood anyway. If we hadn’t married Muggles we’d’ve died out.’

(Rowling, 1998: 89)
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‘Oh, you may not think I’m pretty,
But don’t judge on what you see,
I’1l eat myself if you can find

A smarter hat than me.

[...]

So try me on and I will tell you
Where you ought to be.

You might belong in Gryffindor,

Where dwell the brave at heart,
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Their daring, nerve and chivalry
Set Gryffindors apart;
[...]
Or perhaps in Slytherin
You’ll make your real friends,
Those cunning folk use any means
To achieve their ends.
[...]
(Rowling, 1997: 88)
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‘I know goblins,” said Bill. ‘I’ve worked for Gringotts ever since I left Hogwarts. As far as
there can be friendship between wizards and goblins, I have goblin friends - or, at least,
goblins I know well, and like.’

[...]

‘If you have struck any kind of bargain with Griphook, and most particularly if that bargain
involves treasure, you must be exceptionally careful. Goblin notions of ownership, payment
and repayment are not the same as human ones.’

[...]

‘We are talking about a different breed of being,’ said Bill. ‘Dealings between wizards and
goblins have been fraught for centuries - but you’ll know all that from History of Magic.
There has been fault on both sides, I would never claim that wizards have been innocent.
However, there is a belief among some goblins, and those at Gringotts are perhaps most
prone to it, that wizards cannot be trusted in matters of gold and treasure, that they have no
respect for goblin ownership.’

[...]

“You don’t understand, Harry, nobody could understand unless they have lived with
goblins. To a goblin, the rightful and true master of any object is the make, not the

purchaser. All goblin-made objects are, in goblin eyes, rightfully theirs.’
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‘But if it was bought -’

‘- then they would consider it rented by the one who had paid the money. They have,
however, great difficulty with the idea of goblin-made objects passing from wizard to
wizard. ... I believe he thinks, as do the fiercest of his kind, that it ought to have been
returned to the goblins once the original purchaser died. They considered our habit of
keeping goblin-made objects, passing them from wizard to wizard without further payment,
little more than theft.

(Rowling, 2007: 418)
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When Dobby had worked for the Malfoys, he had always worn the same filthy old
pillowcase. Now, however, he was wearing the strangest assortment of garments Harry had
ever seen; he had made an even worse job of dressing himself than the wizards at the World
Cup. He was wearing a tea-cosy for a hat, on which he had pinned a number of bright
badges, a tie patterned with horseshoes over a bare chest, a pair of what looked like
children’s football shorts, and odd socks. One of these, Harry saw, was the black one he
had removed from his own foot and tricked Mr Malfoy into givining Dobby, thereby setting
Dobby free. The other was covered in pink and orange stripes.

[...]

They [Harry, Ron and Hermione] couldn’t get another sensible word out of Winky. They
left her to her crying, and finished their tea, while Dobby chatted happily about his life as a
free elf, and his plans for his wages.

‘Dobby is going to buy a jumper next, Harry Potter!” he said happily, pointing at his bare
chest.

(Rowling, 2000: 327-328, 333)
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‘Dobby has travelled the country for two whole years, sir, trying to find work!” Dobby
squeaked. ‘But Dobby hasn’t found work, sir, because Dobby wants paying now!’

The house-elves all around the kitchen, who had been listening and watching with
interest, all looked away at these words, as though Dobby had said something rude and
embarrassing:

[...]

‘But most wizards doesn’t want a house-elf who wants paying, miss, “That’s not the
point of a house-elf,” they says, and they slammed the door in Dobby’s face! Dobby
likes work, butt he wants to wear clothes and he wants to be pain, Harry Potter ...
Dobby likes being free!’

The Hogwarts house-elves had now started edging away from Dobby, as though he was
carrying something contagious.

(Rowling, 2000: 330)
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‘Dobby!” she [Narcissa Malfoy] screamed, and even Bellatrix froze. ‘You! You dropped
the chandelier -2’

“You must not hurt Harry Potter,” he squeaked.

‘Kill him, Cissy!” shrieked Bellatriz, but there was another loud crack, and Narcissa’s
wand, too, flew into the air and landed on the other side of the room.

“You dirty little monkey!’ bawled Bellatrix. ‘How dare you take a witch’s wand, how dare
you defy your master?’

‘Dobby has no master!’ squealed the elf. ‘Dobby is a free eld, and Dobby has come to save
Harry Potter and his friends!’

[...]

He [Harry] looked around. The little elf stood feet from him.

‘DOBBY?!’

The elf swayed slightly, stars reflected in his wide, shining eyes. Together, he and Harry
looked down at the silver hilt of the knife protruding from the elf’s heaving chest.

[...]

[Harry said] ‘Dobby, no, don’t die, don’t die -’
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The elf’s eye found him, and his lips trembled with the effort to form words.

‘Harry ... Potter ...

And then with a little shudder the elf became quite still, and his eyes were nothing more
than a great, glassy orbs sprinkled with light from the stars they could not see.

(Rowling, 2007: 384-384)
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‘Oh, I've been underground,’ said Lupin. ‘Almost literally. That’s why I haven’t been able
to write, Harry; sending letters to you would have been something of a give-away.’

[Harry said] ‘What do you mean?’

‘I’ve been living among my fellows, my equals,’ said Lupin. ‘Werewolves.’ he added, at
Harry’s look of incomprehension. ‘Nearly all of them are on Voldemort’s side.
Dumbledore wanted a spy and here [ was ... ready-made.’

He sounded a little bitter, and perhaps realise it, for he smiled more warmly as he went on,
‘I’m not complaining; it is necessary work and who can do it better than 1? However, it has
been difficult gaining their trust. I bear the unmistakeable signs of having tried to live
among the wizards, you see, whereas they have shunned normal society and live on the
margins, staling - and sometimes killing - to eat.’

(Rowling, 2005: 313)
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Harry had a clear view of the bodies lying next to Fred: Remus and Tonks, pale and
still and peaceful-looking, apparently asleep beneath the dark, enchanted ceiling.

(Rowling, 2007: 531)
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Sexist stereotypes of males and females tend to deny the worth of women and girls and
to overemphasize the importance of men and boys. Moreover, a certain uniformity in
the presentation of female or male characters is noticeable, creating a sort of barrier
between the two groups which results in the characteristics peculiar to one being
criticized by the other. In other words, male and female characters are stereotyped to
such an extent that the glorification of men inevitably implies the degradation of
women.

(Michel, 1986: 15)
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The toadless boy was back, but this time he had a girl with him. She was already
wearing her new Hogwarts robes.

‘Has anyone seen a toad? Neville’s lost one,’ she said. She had a bossy sort of voice,
lots of bushy brown hair and rather large front teeth.

(Rowling,1997: 79)
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‘Come on, run, run!” Harry yelled at Hermione, trying to pull her towards the door, but
she couldn’t move. She was still flat against the wall, her mouth open with terror.

The shouting and the echoes seemed to be driving the troll berserk. It roared again and
started towards Ron, who was nearest and had no way to escape.

Harry then did something that was both very brave and very stupid; he took a great
running jump and managed to fasten his arms around the troll’s neck from behind. The
troll couldn’t feel Harry hanging there, but even a troll will notice if you stick a long bit
of wood up its nose, and Harry’s wand had still been in his hand when he’s jumped - it
had gone straight up one of the troll’s nostrils.

Howling with pain, the troll twisted and flailed its club, with Harry clinging on for dear
life; any second, the troll was going to rip him off or catch him a terrible blow with the
club.

Hermione had sunk to the floor in fright; Ron pulled his own wand - not knowing what
he was going to do he heard himself cry the first spell that came into his head:
‘Wingardium Leviosa!’

The club flew suddenly out of the troll’s hand, rose hight, high up into the air, turned
slowly over - and dropped, with a sickening crack, on to its owner’s head. The troll
swayed on the spot and then fell flat of its face, with a thud that made the whole room
tremble.

(Rowling, 1997: 130)
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[Hermione said]‘Devil’s Snare, Devil’s Snare .:. What did Professor Sprout say? It
likes the dark and the damp -’

“So light a fire!” Harry choked.

“Yes — of course — but there’s no wood!” Hermione cried, wringing her hands.

‘HAVE YOU GONE MAD?’ Ron bellowed. ‘ARE YOU A WITCH OR NOT?’

‘Oh, right!” said Hermione, and her whipped out her want, waved it, muttered
something and sent a jet of the same bluebell frames she had used on Snape at the
plant. In a matter of seconds, the two boys felt it loosening its grip as it cringed away
from the light and warmth. Wriggling and flailing, it unravelled itself from their bodies

and they were bale to pull free.



92

‘Luck you pay attention in Herbology, Hermione.” said Harry as he joined her by the
wall, wiping sweat off his face.
“Yeah,’ said Ron, ‘and lucky Harry doesn’t lose his head in crisis — “there’s no wood”,
honestly.’

(Rowling, 1997: 202)
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“You miss him!” Hermione said impatiently. ‘And I know he misses you -’

‘Miss him?’ said Harry. ‘I don’t miss him ...’
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But this was a downright lie. Harry liked Hermione very much, but she just wasn’t the
same as Ron. There was much less laughter, and a lot more hanging around in the
library when Hermione was your best friend.

(Rowling, 2000: 278)
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Harry helped himself to food; he had almost forgotten what it was like to feel properly
hungry and sat down with Ron and Hermione. He couldn’t believe how happy:he felt;
he had Ron back on his side, he’d got through the first task, and he wouldn’t have to
face the second one for three months.

(Rowling, 2000: 318)
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[Harry said] ‘But why couldn’t Quirrell touch me?’

[Dumbledore said] ‘Yourmother died to save you. If there is one thing Voldemort
cannot understand, it is love. He didn’t realise that love as powerful as your mother’s
for you leaves its own mark. Not a scar, no-visible sign ... to have been loved so deeply,
even thought the person who loved us is gone, will give us some protection for ever. It
is in your very skin. Quirrell, full of hatred, greed and ambition, sharing his soul with
Voldemort, could not touch you for this reason. It was agony to touch a person marked
by something so good.’

(Rowling, 1997: 216)
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There was a deafening clang. Merope had dropped one of the pots.

‘Pick it up!” Gaunt bellowed at her. “That’s it, grub on the floor like some filthy
Muggle, what’s your want for, you useless sack of muck?’

‘Mr Gaunt, please!’ said Ogden in a shocked voice, as Merope, who had already picked
up the pot, flushed blotchily scarlet, lost her grip on the pot again, drew he wand

shakily from her pocket, pointed it at the pot and muttered a hasty, inaudible spell that
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caused the pot to shoot across the floor away from her, hit the opposite wall and crack
in two.

Morfin let out a mad crackle of laughter. Gaunt screamed, ‘Mend it, you pointless
lump, mend it!”

[...]

[Dumbledore said] ‘Yes, but not until a year after there were married. Tom Riddle left
her while she was still pregnant.’

‘What went wrong?’ asked Harry. ‘Why did the love potion stop working?’

‘Again, this is a guess work,” said Dumbledore, ‘but I believe that Merope, who was
deeply in love with her husband, could not bear to continue enslaving him by magical
means. I believe that she made the choice to stop giving him the potion. Perhaps,
besotted as she was, she had convinced herself that he would by now have fallen in
love with her in return. Perhaps she thought he would stay for the baby’s sake. If so,
she was wrong on both counts. He left her, never saw her again, and never troubled to
discover what became of his son.’

(Rowling, 2005: 195-203)
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‘But she could do magie!’ said Harry impatiently. ‘She could have got food and
everything for herself by magic, couldn’t she?’

‘Ah,’ said Dumbledore, ‘perhaps she could. But it is my belief - I am guessing agin, but
I am sure [ am right - that when her husband abandoned her, Merope stopped using
magic. I do not think that she wanted to be a witch any longer. Of course, it is also
possible that her unrequited love and the attendant despair sapped her of her powers;
that can happen. In any case, as your about to see, Merope refused to raise her wand
even to save her life.’

‘She wouldn’t even stay alive for her son?’

Dumbledore raised his eyebrows.

‘Could you possibly be feeling sorry for Lord Voldemort?’

‘No,’ said Harry quickly, ‘but she had a choice, didn’t she, not like my mother -’

“Y our mother had a choice, too,” said Dumbledore gently. “Yes, Merope Riddle chose
death in spite of a son who needed her, but do not judge her too harshly, Harry. She
was greatly weakened by long suffering and she never had your mother’s courage. [...]°

(Rowling, 2005: 245-256)
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Hands, softer than he had been expecting, touched Harry’s face, pulled back an eyelid,

crept beneath his shirt, down to his chest and felt his heart. He could hear the woman’s fast

breathing, her long hair trickled his face. He knew that she could feel the steady pounding

of life against his ribs.

[Narcissa said] ‘Is Draco alive? Is he in the castle?’

[...]

‘Yes,” he breathe back.

He felt the hand on his chest contract; her nails pierced him. Then it was withdrawn. She

had sat up.

‘He is dead!’ Narcissa Malfoy called to the watchers.

[...]

Narcissa knew that the only way she would be permitted to enter Hogwarts, and find her

son, was as part of the conquering army. She no longer cared whether Voldemort won.
(Rowling, 2007: 581-582)
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Bellatrix was still fighting too, fifty yards away from Voldemort, and like her master
she duelled three at once: Hermione, Ginny and Luna, all battling their hardest, but
Bellatrix was equal to them, and Harry’s attention was diverted as a Killing Curse shot
so close to Ginny that she missed death by an inch -

He changed course, running at Bellatrix rather than Voldemort, but before he had gone
a few steps he was knocked sideways.

‘NOT MY DAUGHTER, YOU BITCH!”

Mrs Weasley threw off her cloak as she ran, freeing her arms. Bellatrix spun on the
spot, roaring with laughter at the sight of her new challenger.

‘OUT OF MY WAY!” shouted Mrs Weasley to the three girls, and with a swipe of her
wand she began to duel. Harry watched with terror and elation as Molly Weasley’s
wand slashed and twirled, and Bellatrix Lestrange’s smile faltered, and became a snarl.
Jets of light flew from both wands, the floor around the witches’ feet became hot and
cracked; both women were fighting to kill.

‘No!” Mrs Weasley cried, as a few students ran forwards, trying to come to her aid.
‘Get back! Get back! She is mine!’

Hundreds of people now lined the walls, watching the two fights, Voldemort and his
three opponents, Bellatrix and Molly, and Harry stood, invisible, torn between the both,
wanting to attack and yet to protect, unable to be sure that he would not hit the
innocent.

‘What will happen to you children when I’ve killed you?’ taunted Bellatrix, as mad as
her master, capering as Molly’s curses danced around her. “When Mummy’s gone the
same way as Freddie?’

“You - will - never - touch - our - children - again!’ screamed Mrs Weasley.

Bellatrix laughed, the same exhilarated laugh her cousin Sirius have given as he
toppled backwards through the veil, and suddenly Harry knew what was going to
happen before it did.

Molly’s curse soared beneath Bellatrix’s outstretched arm and hit her squarely in the
chest, directly over her heart.

(Rowling, 2007: 589-590)
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Veela were women ... the most beautiful women Harry had ever seen ... except that
they weren’t — they couldn’t be — human. This puzzled Harry for a moment, while he
tried to guess what exactly they could be; what could make their skin shine moon-
bright like that, or their white-gold hair fan out behind them without wind ... but then
the music started, and Harry stopped worrying about them not being human — in fact,
he stopped worrying about anything at all.

The Veela had started to dance, and Harry’s mind had gone completely and blissfully
blank. All that mattered in the world was that he kept watching the Veela, because if
they stopped dancing, terrible things would happen ...

And as the Veela danced faster and faster, wild, half-formed thoughts started chasing
through Harry’s dazed mind. He wanted to do something very impressive, right now.
Jumping from the box into the stadium seemed a good idea ... but would it be good
enough?

(Rowling, 2000: 93-94)
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In fact, in'a number of crucial respects, men’s.and women’s expectations differ sharply,
specially with respect to what they expect from members of the other gender. While men
are socialized to expect their needs to be satisfied, especially by women, their expectations
may be wildly unrealistic.

(Goode, 2004: 63)
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A young woman was standing in the doorway, a woman of such breathtaking beauty
that the room seemed to have become strangely airless. She was tall and willowy with
long blonde hair and appeared to emanate a faint, silvery glow. To complete this vision
of perfection, she was carrying a heavily laden breakfast tray.

(Rowling, 2005: 90)
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She [Fleur] had just set some knives to work, chopping up steaks for Griphook and
Bill, who had preferred his meat bloody ever since he had been attacked by Greyback.
While the knives sliced away behind her, her somewhat irritable expression softened.
[...]

‘Anyway,” Fleur went on, pointing her wand at a pot of sauce on the stove, which
began to bubble at once, ‘Mr Ollivander leaves for Muriel’s zis evening. Zat will make
things easier. Za goblin,” she scowled a little at the mention of him, ‘can move
downstairs, and you, Ron and Dean can take zat room.’

[...]

‘But what do you mean?”’ she [Fleur] said, frowning at him, her wand pointing at the
casserole dish now suspended in mid-air. ‘Of course, you must not leave, you are safe
’ere!’

(Rowling, 2007: 412-413)
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He [Dumbledore] was tall, thin and very old, judging by the silver of his hair and
beard, which were both long enough to tuck into his belt. He was wearing long robes, a
purple cloak which swept the ground and high-heeled, buckled boots. His blue eyes
were light, bright and sparkling behind half-moon spectacles and his nose was very
long and crooked, as though it had been broken at least twice. This man’s name was
Albus Dumbledore.

(Rowling, 1997: 12)
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Directly above them, framed the doorway from the Brain Room, stood Albus
Dumbledore, his wand alift, his face white and furious. Harry felt a kind of electric
charge surge through every particle of his body - they were safe.

(Rowling, 2003: 710)
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‘Where the hell have you been?’ Harry shouted.

‘Chamber of Secrets,” said Ron.

‘Chamber - what?’ said Harry, coming to an unsteady halt before them.

‘It was Ron, all Ron’s idea!’ said Hermione breathlessly. ‘Wasn’t it absolutely
brilliant? There we were, after you left, and I said to Ron, even if we find the other one,
how are we going to get rid of it? We still hadn’t got rid of the cup! And then he
thought of it! The Basilisk!”

‘What the -’

‘Something to get rid of Horcrux,” said Ron simply.

Harry’s eyes dropped to the objects clutched in Ron and Hermione’s arms: great,
curved fangs torn, how now realised, from the skull of a dead Basilisk.

‘But how did you get in there?’ he asked, staring from the fans to Ron. “You need to
speak Parseltongue!’

‘He did!” whispered Hermione. ‘Show him, Ron!’

Ron made a horrible, strangled hissing noise.

‘It’s what you did to open the locket,” he told Harry apologetically. ‘I had to have a few
goes to get it right, but,” he shrugged modestly, ‘we got there in the end.’

‘He was amazing!” said Hermione. ‘Amazing!’

‘So ...” Harry was struggling to keep up. ‘So ...’
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‘So we’re another Horcrux down,’ said Ron, and from under his jacket he pulled the
mangled remains of Hufflepuff’s cup. ‘Hermione stabbed it. Thought she should. She
hasn’t had the pleasure yet.’

‘Genius!’ yelled Harry.

‘It was nothing,” said Ron, though he looked delighted with himself.

(Rowling, 2007: 500)
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Harry’s broom jumped into his hand at once, but it was one of the few that did.
Hermione Granger’s had simply rolled over on the ground and Neville’s hadn’t moved

at all. Perhaps brooms, like horses, could tell when you were afraid, thought Harry;
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there was a quaver in Neville’s voice that said only too clearly that he wanted to keep
his feet on the ground.

(Rowling, 1997: 110)
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The longer Harry looked at Neville, the worse he appeared: one of his eyes was
swollen, yellow and purple, there were gouge marks on his face, and his general air of
unkemptness suggested that he had been living rough.

(Rowling, 2007: 460)
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Indeed, research into time devoted to work (paid and unpaid) reveals that, in all countries,
women carry out more domestic chores than men, while men work more often and for
longer periods of time outside the home, for a salary or a wage. Men’s work is valued
because it brings in money, whereas the household work of the women is undervalued, for
even if it enhances the well-being of the children and the husband, it brings less income, or
none at all, into the home. Here, then, is a potential cause of children’s absorption of sexist
stereotypes. The father is seen as superior, the mother inferior; a situation exacerbated by
family legislation which designates the husband as ‘head of the household’ and casts him in
the role of breadwinner.

(Michel, 1986:18)
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