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ABSTRACT

This research study aims to study the development of Kamnan and Puyaiban since B.E. 2535-
2553, to study an instutionalization of Kamnan and Puyaibaninstatitute, and to discover problems and
obstacles confronting an instutionalization of Kamnan and Puyaibaninstatitute. This study is a
qualitative study. Structural in-depth interview method was employed.

Concerning development of Kamnan and Puyaiban, the year B.E. 2535 was the first time
that Kamnan and Puyaiban were elected by the people. After elected, they will be in that position
until retirement (60 years of age). Later, a law concerning provincial government was amended.
This time, Kamnan and Puyaiban can stay in their positions for only 5 years term.

Government policy on decentralization makes roles and duties of Kamnan and Puyaiban
intersect with local administfators. As a result, a law was amended once again in B.E. 2551 in order to
change how Kamnan and Puyaiban get into their positions, duration of their terms, amend their roles
and duties. Furthermore, the amended law also appointed a new ‘villagc committee in order to assist
Kamnan and Puyaiban in their administrative work and cooperate them with local administrators.

According to Huntington (1969), the institutionalization of Kamnan and Puyaibanin the terms
of adjustment, this study finds that they have been well adjusted as we can see from their personal
enhancement such as higher education level, trainings, and continually participate in capacity building.
On the complexity side, it finds that structure of sub-district government is not complex and quite easy
to manage. In terms of autonomous, the study finds that Kamnan and Puyaiban still lack authority
because the governments still keep their sub-district authority very close to them by giving those aids

in many forms. Furthermore, Kamnan and Puyaiban are vulnerable to interfere by politicians.



248682

Considering unity, the study shows that Kamans and Puyaibans are very close, both at sub-district and
district level. They can work well together. However, their relationship at a country level is still quite
loose, comparatively. At a national level, Kamnan and Puyaiban lack integration and not well-
connected. Moreover, they do not have national forum where they can join and work together. In
conclusion, this study, based on Huntington (1969), finds that Kamnan and Puyaiban are not quite

institutionalized.
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