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Abstract
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This research study aims to 1) examine dynamic of changes of Northern Industrial Park and
the expansion of surrounding communities in the past 3 decades since the establishment of Industrial
Park up until today; 2) to study the effects of the Northern Industrial Park on the socio-economic
changes of communities surrounding the Park. Communities located within 5 kilometers radius of
the Park were studied. Each community in each kilometer radius was selected for this study, 5 areas
in total. Data were éollected by means of documentary review, including books and related research
studies; and also by means of participatory observation since the researcher has been living and
working in the studied area. In-depth interview of key informants was employed.

Finding shows that dynamic and effects of agricultural and industrial development of
Lumphun Province can be divided into 4 eras, i.e., agricultural era, land-for-sale era, building
industrial park era, and full scale runhing industrial park era. Dynamic and changes in communities
surrounding the Industrial Park were due to physical changes such as a building of new road and
infrastructure. The establishment of Northern Industrial Park led to massive land selling.
Agricultural land was transformed into industrial plants, commercial buildings, and apartment
buildings. Mode of production was also transformed from collective harvesting in the community to

employer-employee relationship.
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In terms of effects on population and society, the study found a considerable number of
emigrants from other districts, other provinces in the Northern region, as well as other regions, of
which makes communities surrounding the Industrial Park more diverse. Communities have
' gradually changed from close agrarian society to semi-rural, semi-urban society. Crime rates and
accident rates have risen. In terms of well-being, more pollution was found both from sound and
dust as well as illness and quality of life.

In terms of economy, local people and communities surrounding the Northern Industrial
Park, Lamphun change their profession from agricultural sector to work in industrial sector,
commerce (small entrepreneurs), and service providers for workers in the factories.

Effects from development were caused not only physical changes, but also changes in
socio-economy. Effects of industrial development brought about chain reaction in different facets.
Even though development has positive effects on investments and infrastructures by changing
physical of the city; it also affects communities in the surrounding area, society, population, and
economy. State should provide measures for optimal profits and sustainability in order to cope with

these changes.
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