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In this thesis, the researcher investigates the characteristics of the
community economic self-sufficiency of community members in Wang Ang
subdistrict, Cha-uat district, Nakhon Si Thammarat province.

The research population consisted of 4,084 subjects belonging to 2,347
households residing in nine villages in Wang Ang subdistrict, Cha-uat district,
Nakhon Si Thammarat province. The subjects were both employed and
unemployed and between the ages of eighteen and sixty (of working age).
The method of simple random sampling was used in determining the membership

of the sample population.
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Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data obtained in terms of percentage, mean and standard deviation. 7 test and
one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) were also employed by the researcher
in addition to using Scheffe' method of paired comparison.

Findings are as follows:

In respect to the demographical characteristics and the environmental
setting of the respondents, the researcher found that there were more females
than males in the forty to forty-nine year old age bracket. The educational level
was at the level of primary school education. They subjects were married and
had four to six family members. They worked as farmers or gardeners.

The average annual income was more than 40,000 baht.

In regard to the environmental setting, most of the subjects owned land
required for sustenance comprising areas of less than fifteen rai. They were not
trained members of community organizations. In regard to the areas of group
formation, present occupation, savings, and study trip experience, most of the
subjects had not received any training. Next, in descending order, they were
trained one to three times annually. In regard to receiving information from
village broadcasts, places where village newspapers could be read, and community
leaders, most of them did not receive news. In regard to information from the
radio and from officials working in the community, they received information
one to three times weekly. They received news from television four to six times

weekly.

(8)
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2. The characteristics of self-sufficiency in the aspect of production,
consumption, and distribution of the community members were found to be
evinced at a moderate level in an overall picture.

3. In comparing the characteristics of community economic self-sufficiency
in the aspects of production, consumption, and distribution with difference in
demographical characteristics and the environmental setting, the results were
as follows:

3.1 The subjects under study who differed in the characteristics of
gender, age, number of family members, training in agriculture, receiving
information from the place where village newspapers could be read, receiving
information from television, and receiving information from officials working
in the community exhibited concomitant differences in the characteristics of
self-sufficiency in the community economy in the aspects of production,
consumption, and distribution at the statistically significant level of .05.

3.2 The subjects under study who differed in owning land of their own;
having received training in production or product processing; and having received
information from radio and from community leaders exhibited parallel differences
in the characteristics of self-sufficiency in the community economy in the aspects
of production and consumption at the statistically significant level of .05.

In regard to the aspect of distribution, corresponding differences were not found
in the characteristics of self-sufficiency in the community economy at the

statistically significant level of .05.
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3.3 The subjects under study who differed in respect to occupation;
being community members; having received training in the aspects of establishing
savings groups; and study trip experience displayed concomitant differences in
the characteristics of self-sufficiency in the community economy in the aspects
of consumption at the statistically significant level of .05. In regard to the aspects
of production and distribution, no differences in the characteristics of self-
sufficiency in the community economy were found to hold at statistically
significant level of .05.

3.4 The subjects under study who evinced differences in receiving
information from the village broadcasts displayed parallel differences in the
characteristics of self-sufficiency in the community economy in the aspect of
production at the statistically significant level of .05. In regard to the aspects
of consumption and distribution, there were no differences found in the
characteristics of self-sufficiency in the community economy at the statistically
significant level of .05.

3.5 The subjects under study who differed in the demographical
characteristics of educational level, marital status, income, and training in their
present occupation did not exhibit concomitant differences in the characteristics
of self-sufficiency in the community economy in the aspects of production,

consumption, and distribution at the statistically significant level of .05.

(10)
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