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ABSTRACT
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Influenza is a respiratory infection caused by the influenza virus. It can easily spread
from person to person causing the disease outbreak. The infection may spread to the lungs and
can develop into pneumonia. The infection can be found in all age groups especially in children.
However, mortality is higher in the elderly and in those with underlying diseases. Long Hospital
implemented measures, announced by the Ministry of Health, including the measures for
surveillance and protection of influenza. The surveillance measures included surveillance of
influenza transmission, symptoms and complications of the disease. The protection measures
included wearing a mask, hand washing, avoid, stopping working and vaccination. This study
aimed to investigate the surveillance behavior and prevention of influenza among Long Hospital
staff, Long District, Phrae Province. The population and samples consisted of all 167 participants
working in the hospital during October 2009 to September 2010. A developed self-administered
questionnaire was used to collect data. The content of the questionnaire was examined and
amended by the experts and has a content validity index of 0.92. The Cronbach's alpha coefficient
of the questionnaire was 0.91. Data was analyzed by using descriptive statistics

The results showed that in the group of those having direct contact with patients, the
majority of them had a moderate level of surveillance behavior (59 of 101, 58.4%). On the other

hand, the majority of those without direct contact with the patients had a low level of surveillance



242658

behavior (36 of 66 or 54.5%). The results demonstrated that the majority of those having
direct contact with the patients had a high level of protection behavior (73 of 101, 72.3%). On the
contrary, the majority of those without direct contact with the patients had a moderate level of
protection behavior (42 of 66, 63.6%)

The results of this study showed that the majority of hospital staff who had direct contact
with the patients had appropriate behavior and practice. However, most of the staff who had no
direct contact with the patients did not have good behavior or practice, on a regular basis.
Therefore, the management of surveillance and protection of influenza measures in health care

services should be focused and emphasized.
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