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Abstract

The opening of regal parks for public use in the West has usually been perceived as a part of a growing idea
of the park as public venue. In Siam and Thailand, Saranrom Garden is one of the most obvious examples
to demonstrate the aforementioned change in land uses. It was transformed from the monarchy’s recreational

ground to a seat of state agency and eventually to a public space.

This research entitled “A Historical Study of the Early Uses of Public Park in Thailand: A Case Study
of Saranrom Garden, Bangkok” investigated on the history of Saranrom Garden by employing the historical
research method and its analysis was founded on the knowledge drawn from the fields of history and social
science. The research aimed to reveal how the concept and practice of public parks came into existence in a
non-Western culture without a direct colonization from the West. Through the analytical and critical readings
on the development and utilization of Saranrom Garden, this research argues that Saranrom Garden: 1) was
employed by the ruling elites as an instrument to represent a modern society; and 2) functioned in terms of a
hegemonic discourse, whose accessibility to the public resulted from an imitation of Western practice to
display the “civilized” identity of the elites rather than from a genuine concern to produce a social “release

valve.”



