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Abstract

Species diversity of Family Dioscoreaceae at Sirikit Dam, Uttaradit Province was
carried out for the botanical characteristics, species, forest type and constructed the
key to species of plants in the study area. Plant specimens were collected from
December 2010 to December 2011. There were 9 species with 10 taxa (variety) of
Dioscoreaceae reported from the study area, namely; Dioscorea alata L., D. bulbifera
L., D. craibiana Prain & Burkill, D. decipiens Hook.f., D. esculenta (Lour.) Burkill, D. ¢labra
Roxb., D. hispida Dennst. var. hispida, D. hispida Dennst. var. neoscaphoides Prain &
Burkill, D. membranacea Pierre and D. pentaphylla L.. All plants are perennial herbs
with underground storage parts, tubers or rhizomes, that allow their stems and above
ground parts renewable each year. The common species are D. hispida Dennst., D.
bulbifera L. and D. glabra Roxb. respectively. They often grow in mixed deciduous, dry
evergreen and dry dipterocarp forests. The flowering period was almost between
September to November excepted D. esculenta (Lour.) Burkill due to the young stage
with early new shoots.

Keywords Species diversity, Dioscoreaceae, Sirikit Dam
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