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In this thesis, the researcher investigates the personality of selected
drug addicts on the basis of responses to the Thematic Apperception Test
(T.A.T).
The sample population consisted of thirty amphetamine dependent
males with a drug history of solely having used amphetamines for at least one
year, having received treatment at the Addicted Recovery Center (Lat Lum

Kaeo Center), Pathum Thani province for at least one month, and no longer

being in the stage of manifesting withdrawal symptoms.
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Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data obtained in terms of percentage.

Findings are as follows:

In respect to the demographical characteristics of the amphetamine
dependent males under study, a little over one third were found to be between
the ages of fifteen and twenty (33.30 percent) with most having first used
drugs between the ages of fifteen and twenty (80 percent).

A plurality were found to be the youngest child (36.07 percent). A majority
were educated at the high school level (66.67 percent). A little less than half
had parents who lived together (46.66 percent). The families of a majority had
a moderate income level allowing them to make ends meet (60 percent).

In respect to the amphetamine use behaviors of the subjects under
study, the researcher found that slightly over one third used amphetamines on
a daily basis (33.33 percent). A plurality ingested a single tablet each time
they took amphetamine tablets (43.30 percent). The overwhelming majority
smoked the drug while inhaling the smoke (93.33 percent). The reasons they
gave for using drugs were a need to experiment by themselves (40 percent)
and for social reasons manifested in the behavior of using drugs with friends
(30 percent). Forty percent of the subjects had been taking drugs from one to
three years.

The personality characteristics of the subjects indicate that half of the
subjects belonged to the type characterized as being “solitary without friends”

(50 percent). Those who had “inferiority feelings” stood at 26.66 percent.
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Those “having conflicts with individuals” constituted 16.67 percent of the
subjects, while those labeled as “criminal” made up 6.67 percent.

In respect to responses to picture 16, the subjects exhibited the
characteristics of an absence of imagination, thinking only of the present, not
having a vision, and being unhappy. The responses of a plurality were “seeing
nothing” or “there is nothing in life” (46.67 percent). Next, in descending
order, were “emptiness” (36.67 percent) and finally “lonely and dependent”

(16.66 percent).

(8)
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