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TE 149897

The Symphonic Poem “Railway of Death”, is intended to be a piece of program
music. The composer wishes to revive some of the happenings in the history :
the Bangkoknoi Railway Station, the Allied Soldiers' Cemetery, the Bridge over the River
Kwai, the Sai Yok Waterfall, the Legend of Treasure Cave and to encourage the
perpetuation of the remembrance of these events.

The Symphonic Poem comprising 5 movements is composed for a chamber
orchestra. The performance duration is 22 minutes. A large part of the composition is in
tonal system, with some paratonal, to suit the programmatic musical ideas. Some
movements contain Thai music elements to act as bridges or connecting passages to
those events; in addition, well-known melodies taken from several sources are inserted
with transformations.

Important elements used in the composition are motives. Intervals and chords
resulting from certain notes from motives: the intervals of 39 - 4" 5" quartal chord,
quintal chord, secundal chord, diminished seventh chord, are employed throughout
the composition. Polytonality is felt in some passages.

The texture includes homophony, polyphony and heterophony, with techniques
such as repetitions, imitations, sequences, inversions, retrogrades. Changes of tirrie

signatures: simple, compound, and complex time, are evident in the composition.



