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Abstract 9)

Abstract

The research titled “The impact perception and adaptation of para-rubber farmers
and para-rubber industry from the ASEAN Economic Community ( AEC) participation -
A case study in Songkhla province, aimed to 1) study the link of para-rubber supply chain,
2) investigate the occupational impact perceptions on the AEC participation of the para-
rubber farmers and para-rubber industry, 3) look into adaptations of the para-rubber farmers
and para-rubber industry to take part in the AEC creation, and 4) examine what factors was
important in determining the para-rubber farmers’ occupational impact perception and
adaptation from the AEC participation. The research area covered 8 districts of Songkhla
province, which represented the para-rubber farmers more than 80 percent all over the
area. Secondary data was derived from the relevant documents. Primary data were
collected using the in-depth interviews of 12 key informants, i.e., the entrepreneurs in para-
rubber industry and relevant government officers. In addition, structured interview was used
as data collection tool from a total sample of 400 para-rubber farmers. Sampling used the
multi-stage sampling technique.

The research results reveal as details. The supply chain structure of para-rubber
systematically links from the upstream supply chain, which is categorized into rubber latex,
unsmoked sheet rubber, cup lump rubber, and scrapes. These upstream outputs will be
transferred to the midstream supply chain in order to be processed. The midstream outputs
are concentrated latex, unsmoked sheet rubber, ribbed smoked sheet, block rubber, and
other types of para-rubber, such as rubber blend or compound rubber. These midstream
outputs will be transferred to the downstream rubber industry to produce para-rubber
products, which are rubber gloves, hydraulic rubber pipes, and handrail for escalators.
However, the para-rubber supply chain is unbalanced because the upstream and
midstream supply chains are numerous; nevertheless, they can generate less value than the
downstream supply chain.

The para-rubber entrepreneurs perceive a low level of potential impacts of the AEC
participation. They view that Thai para-rubber industry gets comparative advantage, when
comparing with the other world para-rubber exporters; Malaysia and Indonesia. However,

the para-rubber entrepreneurs have adapted themselves in various practices for a long time.
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The para-rubber farmers perceive a high level of potential impacts of the AEC participation.
They agree that the AEC participation will have positive and negative effects on para-rubber
farming. For instance, the household income from the para-rubber distribution and prices of
para-rubber will be positively affected. On the other hand, the labor force will be negatively
affected. The labors in para-rubber farming may move to work outside the area or in abroad.
Labor shortage and higher wages are expected. Some para-rubber farmers have adapted
themselves in various practices in order to improve their para-rubber production efficiency.
Only a small minority of the para-rubber farmers, who have adapted themselves due to the
AEC participation.

The statistically significant factors determining the para-rubber farmers’ perception
on occupational impacts of the AEC participation are 1) the access level to AEC information,
2) numbers of household members, 3) the visit and advice raised by the agricultural
academicians or government officers, 4) the adequacy of household labors/hired labors for
para-rubber farming, and 5) the training, excursion, and seminar regarding para-rubber
farming. The statistically significant factors determining the para-rubber farmers’ perception
level on occupational impacts of the AEC participation are 1) number of academic years of
para-rubber farmers, 2) number of household labors, 3) the adequacy of household
labors/hired labors for para-rubber farming, 4) the satisfaction on para-rubber farming,
5) the ability to access funds, and 6) the access level to AEC information. The statistically
significant factors determining the para-rubber farmers’ adaptation level from the AEC
participation include 1) the adequacy of household labors/hired labors for para-rubber
farming, and 2) the contact to government officers for the assistance in para-rubber farming
management.

The proposals to the relevant government agencies are presented as follows:
1) measures to balance para-rubber supply chain, 2) measures to develop the fundamental
infrastructure, especially road transport and sea ports, 3) measures to support para-rubber
farmer groups to seek opportunities from the AEC creation and the special economic zone
(SEZ) in Songkhla province, 4) measures to provide knowledge regarding the AEC for para-
rubber farmers, 5) measures to promote cooperation among the major producing countries
of para-rubber to stabilize para-rubber prices, and 6) measures to promote the diversified

production in para-rubber farming.



