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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to examine houses, life, and society in Southern Melayu
culture concerning conservative tourism, and to identify advantages and disadvantages of
conservative tourism in Kampong Ayer of Brunei Darussalam. The data of this qualitative study were
collected from related documents, and from the field through observations and in-depth interviews
with 79 respondents selected using purposive and accidental sampling, and a questionnaire was
also used to ask them on some issues. The data were analyzed and then presented using
descriptive analysis.

The study found that Melayu culture in Kampong Ayer is a Muslim culture in which cultural
resources are still well-preserved with only slight changes along with the modern world. Houses are
still preserved in traditional styles and only a few of them have changed along the time. Life and
society are in the traditional Islamic way under absolute menarchy with the Sultan who rules and
controls the country strictly. Cultural resources are preserved ecologically and developed through
various projects and networks. People’s awareness in the community is encouraged through media,
community leaders, and the educational system. Melayu Islam Beraja (MIB) or Malay Islamic
Monarch is incorporated in the curriculum to instill fove for the nation, religion, and the Sultan, and
the concept is communicated to tourists through the media. Various learning experiences are
provided for tourists with community participation and cooperation while the state encourages
tourism. However, the existence of Melayu culture in Kampong Ayer has not been much influenced
by tourism, and remains in Islamic traditions that have always protected its own culture and
prevented cultures from outside. Therefore, it can be considered that conservative tourism in this
community arises from its own social mechanisms. Policies are initiated from the Sultan’s vision that
provides more than the needs of the community. Social welfare provided by the state exceeds
people’'s needs and as a result, people do not give much importance to income from tourism and
that is why invented tourist attractions are rare in Kampong Ayer though there are various natural
places. There are many advantages of conservative tourism there. In addition to preserved cultural
heritages, another outstanding source of income is boat taxis. Other advantages include people
being proud of local identities, opening to the outside world, increasing cooperation among
organizations, and creating sustainability for the community. There are only a few disadvantages
such as feeling of inequality between peopie in the community and capitalists from outside, and

deteriorations of the environment and ecological system.
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