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ABSTRACT

This study aims i) to investigate meanings and provisions regarding
Friday sermons (Khutbah), ii) to examine attitudes towards speeches delivered by
Khatib (the individual who delivers the Khutbah) and the Khutbah attendees as well
as the suggestions from the stakeholders and iii) to analyze the potential of the
Friday sermons and social development in southernmost provinces of Thailand.
Qualitative and quantitative analyses were used in this study namely, primary data,

secondary data and data collection. The findings are as follows:

1. Khutbah is speech delivery before Friday prayer consisting of Islamic
principles (Rukun), conditions, types, significance, provisions and practices in the
processes of pre-, while- and post-speech delivering. According to the provision on
taking part Friday sermon, its content is regarded to be part of preaching of Islam
providing knowledge, advice, and reminders to those who listen to the sermon in
order to solve social problems. Moreover, Friday sermon is considered the potential

in social development.

2. The findings according to the attitudes towards Khatibs’ speech
delivery and the attendees’ suggestions show that Khutbah is part of Islamic
dissemination (Dahwah) affecting those who listen attentively. Furthermore, Khatibs
skillfully and professionally convey messages which are digested to be easily
understood for them. The contents are mainly focused on Islamic beliefs (Agidah),

Islamic principles which extract from al-Quran and al-Sunnah, Islamic practices,
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remembrance of Allah (Zikrullah) and remembrance of the Day of the Judgment

(Akhirah Day).

3. The content of Friday sermons appears to be knowledge and
information analyzed and summarized by Khatibs, and it is basically rearranged to be
new essays focusing on advice and reminders which the attendees can apply in their
daily lives following Islamic principles and fear of Allah (Tagwa) towards morality and

ethics which lead to be sustainable development.

4. The findings according to the analyses of the questionnaire
completed by Khatibs are illustrated that the content of Friday sermons is blended
knowledge of advice and reminders to Friday prayer performers. Khatibs use this
precious occasion to convey messages which are beneficial for them in both this
world and the hereafter. Even though, to some extent, it is read from certain written
texts, they attempt to systematically simplify the language to be more interesting in

particular a congregational Friday prayer which is a weekly prayer for all Muslims.

5. The findings from the analyses of the questionnaire completed by
those who listen to Friday sermons show that they are diverse in respect of age,
education, occupation, content comprehensibility and language. Besides, the
language used in the speech delivery should be their dialect and the content should
be certain weekly issues occurred in the community prioritizing knowledge and
religious advice and integrating religious practices, mental refinement, morality and
ethics. The speech delivery is ranged between 15 to 25 minutes, and the short

sermon seems to be more preferable.

6. The potential of Friday sermon for social development relies on
Khatibs’ ability of the speech delivery which can benefit the attendees. Eighty- five
percent of the informants responded that the obtained knowledge from the speech
is basically known knowledge which they used to learn and acquire from current
social media. However, it can be acceptable for them to listen to speeches

repeatedly since they can be righteous advice and the religious issues, to some
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extent, do not have to be new. Certain topics which have been covered can be
restated in the Friday sermon if they are applied efficiently and practiced
consistently. On the other hand, fifteen percent of them responded that the content
of the Friday sermon is new, and they never hear elsewhere and make them

interested in it and follow it attentively.



