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Pathamasambodhis are the biography of the Buddha which apparently belong to Tai
people. They are popular among the Thai Yuan, Thai Isan, Lao, Tai Khoeun and Tai Lue before
spreading among the Thai people who live in the central part of Thailand as well as to the Mons and
the Cambodians. They were written in nine languages: Pali, Mon, Cambodian, and six different Tai
dialects; in three scripts: Khom, Mon, and Dhamma scripts. The P3li version of Pathamasambodhi,
written in Dhamma script, which is, as evidence indicates, composed in Tha Soi of the Lanna Kingdom,
is the original version. It is the source of many versions of Pathamasambodhis in Tai dialects, which

was to be finalized in the version of Prince Paramanujitajinorasa.

The content of the original version of Pathamasambodhi is the biography of Siddhattha
Bodhisatta. It contains episodes of the Bodhisatta's life existing in Theravada and other sects of
Buddhism. Later it became a full biography of the Buddha and a history of Buddhism. This later
development results in the extended version, double in size, but preserves all the episodes and title of

the original.

Almost every episodes of the Pathamasambodhi and the Pathomsombodhikatha of Prince
Paramanuijitajinorasa, both Pali and Thai, is in agreement, except for some minor details and the place
of Maradhitas' episode, which Prince Paramanujitajinorasa corrected according to the Pali Canon and
the Commentaries. This makes it differ from other versions except the Cambodian. The content of his
Pathamasambodhi, Pali and Thai, follow the Pali Canon and the Commentaries and some P3li

biographical texts faithfully. They are more complete than any other Pathamasambodhis.



