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TE 150105

This thesis makes a study on how the Thai Government and the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees solve problems relating to the Burmese students in
Thailand (1988-2001). The hypothesis of this thesis is that the different working
principles of the two administrations has caused the Thai Government not able to solve
the problems smoothly. As for the framework of analysis, the study employs two
concepts: the concept of sovereignty and internal security of state, and the concept of

international human rights protection of the United Nations.

The thesis has found that the principle of sovereignty and internal security
impiemented by the Thai Ministry of Interior is based on ministrial regulations which
control the activities of Burmese students in Thailand. The Burmese students are then
sent to the “Safe Area” at Bann Maneeloy, Ratchaburi Province. In addition, these
Burmese students have to abide by the provincial rules and regulations. While the
UNHCR, an organ of the UN, carries out its international action for protection of refugees
and the resolution of refugees problems. Therefore the UNHCR named the Burmese
students as “person of concern, or refugees.” The UNHCR has also demanded some
rights for the Burmese students and at the same time disagrees to some regulations,
especially the repatriation measure. The solution of these problems has taken some time
through the adjustment of regulations on the Thai side and the coordination provided by

the UNHCR.



