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The objectives of this study are : 1) to study the way of life of the Sanga-ou Sea

Gypsies at Ko Lanta , Krabi Province, 2) to study socio-economic and cultural changes of
this people and this community. The main hypothesis is that the expansion of the modern
economy from outside and the intervention of the state have brought about great changes
in the life of the people.

Participant observation and indepth interview are methods employed in this study.
Ten key informants are selected based on their experiences in community life of the village.

Modern market economy have turned the traditional economy into market economy.
Local products, previously for home consumption and exchanges, have been bought and sold in
the market. Occupations have been diversified. Land and labor are marketed. Local political
organization have also been connected with the state government through their leader and
election. Traditional leaders have lost this authority as power is now derived mainly from the
state appointment. Outside cultural values and norms have been introduced through modem
media such as TV and radio. Changes have occurred in all aspect of their life.

On the other hand, people have also struggled to preserve some of their community life
through kinship bonds and other basic ethnic values and thought. They maintain their ethnic

origin, language, religions rituals and practice. This helps to slow down the paces of social and

economic changes to a certain degree.



