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This research aims to study the Thon Buri orchardists’ culture, to analyze their cultural transmission in informal,
formal and non-formal education, and to present the roles of education in cultural transmission in their community. The field
areas covered are Bang Ramat and Bang Mot, respectively in Taling Chan and Chom Thong Districts, Bangkok. The research
method employed consists of four stages: (1) documentary study, (2) oral history, (3) field study (conducted through
observation, individual and group interviews, and focus group discussions), and (4) critical appraisal and approval by education
experts.

It was found that Thon Buri orchardists’ culture indeed represents the age-old social heritage of Thai people. They
iead a simple way of life, adhere to traditions and customs, have closely-knit extended family systems, are generous and mutually
supportive, observe annual rituals and ceremonies, are devout Buddhists, and hand down their local wisdom from generation to
generation. In orchard farming, orchardists use specific methods of making ridges and integrated farming. Orchards in Thon Buri
are original sources of fruit trees. However, big floods and urban development have caused much damage to the farms and thus
discouraged orchardists from their occupation. Some of the orchardists have abandoned their farms altogether, while others have
relocated to new orchards in other provinces. As a result, the Thon Buri orchardists’ community has been weakened, which poses
a threat to the survival of this unique culture. To counter this tendency, serious measures need to be implemented with a view to
the sustained development of the culture.

The study also found that informal education plays the most important role in Thon Buri orchardists’ cultural
transmission. With its decreasing role, however, there is a growing concern that orchardists of 45 years of age or older might
eventually be the last generation of recipients of their culturc. Although non-formal education has focused on the application of
knowledge and local wisdom, the implementation of the curriculum is not in line with the orchardists’ way of life. Group
dynamics are the principal method employed by the Thai government to transfer innovative farming techniques. As far as
formal education is concemed, a positive trend is indicated, as the new curriculum in the year 2003 is partially based on local
wisdom.

To sustain the Thon Buri orchardists’ community, it is necessary that all parties concerned collaborate in educating
people and promoting cultural development. The strategic plan for educational development is proposed as follows: (1)
Orchardists document their culture, and organize learning activities to actualize their own potentials; (2) School groups design
their own curriculum for their own students in each group; (3) All existing leaming networks should be linked to promote
cooperation between orchardists and school groups with a view to generating new knowledge and techniques. The establishment

of an orchardists’ community center is thus called for to serve as a laison for coordination and cultural promotion.



