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The objective of this dissertation is to study the factors which influence
the political trust and political participation in the Thai local politics and the inter-
related structural model which relate to the study variables. The scope of study was
limited to the analysis at the Tambon Administration Organization level only. The
hypothesis of the study is that the socio-cconomics status, social capital, political
communication, political knowledge, political mobilization and political attitude are
the factors which influence the political trust and political participation.

The methodology of study was conducted in two characteristics both
quantitative and qualitative. The quantitative study was limited to a sample size of
902 individual persons for the analysis of the correlation and the influenced weight
between the variables in the Structural Equation Model basing on the LISREL’s
Programme. The qualitative study was conducted with an in-depth data which
pointed to the structure which related to economics, social and the politics of the
local area interested.

The study found out that social capital was the variable that influence
the political trust and political participation at 0.05 significant levels with 0.148 and
—0.117 respectively. Variables that directly influenced on the political participation
were the social capital (0.282), political communication (0.182), and political
mobilization (0.455). In addition to these, social capital had indirectly influenced
the political participation through the political mobilization (0.312) and political
communication (0.081).  After taking into account of the qualitative study, it
revealed that social capital was the important condition that influenced the political
trust and political participation. The study found that patronage system and the
attachment to the local community were the internal important factors for the two
variables.



