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The objectives of this research are to study problems and impacts of tourism on land use,
settlement and local culture in Mae Hong Son town and to suggest solutions to the problems and
means to lesson negative impacts so that the town can retain its uniqueness and implement
development plans.

It is found that the eco-tourism in this town can be divided into two types: one visiting
architectural and archeological sites and the other concerning culture and lifestyle. In addition,
recreation tourism and seminar are offered here.

As for the change in land use, Five-star hotels were built in the suburb, leading to the
establishment of new commercial in the south of the town. As a result, the price of land was high-and
more of the land for agricultural use was bought up. Some of the conserved forest areas were taken
as private property. In terms of society and culture, there were two major change: some activities
related to traditions and codes of conduct among urban inhabitants.

Both positive and negatjve‘impacts were presented. Regarding positive impacts, it was
found that the use of land was expanded and infrastructure of the town was developed. Moreover,
activities related to tourism were promoted and demand for tourist personal kept growing. As for the
negatives, it was found that the town became crowded and sprawling while the price of land was
high. There were conflicts in the use of land. The preserved forest areas were taken as residential
areas. The cost of living was high and people from outside exerted their economic influence in here.
There was a rural migration into the urban and a change in local culture.

To solve such problems it is suggested that the use of land should be controlied by divided
the land into different zones: development, development with restrictions and preservation. As for
economy, promotion and motivation measures should be launched to distribute income and

encourage public participation in order that local cultural can be preserved.



