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The study investipated the effects of word-iccognition siratcgics on reading comprehension.
The subjects were 16 graduate students at NIOA They were asked to read two passages on
different topics, which contained 20 underlined words cach. The students were asked 1o give
verbal reports of their word-recogmition strategics as they encountered the undertined words.
Aller completing the think-aloud sesston, e studenls were oven 440 flems i a vocabulary
test and 20 ifems in a comprehension test. trom the verbal reports, a laxonomy of ning
s!ratcgiuslwas comygaicd. ‘The students usced background knowledee and contextual clues
more frequently than other stratcgies.  13ackground knowledge scemed to have a positive

retationship with comprehension scores, whercas contextual clues did not.



